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Discover the Blue
The warm weather season is the 
Blue Water Region’s time to roll out 
the welcome mat. When the fresh 
breezes start blowing in from Lake 
Huron, the charming downtowns 
begin blooming with “open” flags 
and eager sandwich board 
messages. The clusters of 
boutiques beckon passersby to 
come in and browse the unique 
collections of lake-style decor and 
Michigan-made merchandise. One-
of-a-kind restaurants and cafes line 
the downtown streets and create a 
wondrous aroma. Sidewalk seating 
and open window walls welcome anyone with an 
appetite for good food and good friends.

The welcome flags are also waving at the area’s many 
attractions and family-favorite locales. The Blue Water 
Region harbors six lighthouses, many available for 
guided tours and tower climbs. Captivating museums 
concentrate on the local lore and maritime history as 
well as host national exhibits and splendid family events. 
Enjoy freighter watching and beautiful water views along 
the many river walks and boardwalks that line the St. 
Clair River and Lake Huron. Paved bike paths and nature 
and water trails also weave their way along the shoreline 

and through wooded areas of each 
community. Golf courses abound in 
the Blue Water Region. Their rolling 
landscapes and pristine greens are 
located in nearly every community 
along the shoreline and further 
inland.

One of Port Huron’s newest and 
largest charms is the Blue Water 
Convention Center which features 
34,000 square feet of meeting and 
convention space. Perched on the 
edge of the St. Clair River, its 
location is a magnificent site 
beneath the incredible span of the 

Blue Water Bridges. Inside, Lake Huron Hall grants over 
20,000 square feet of space and includes towering 
windows to reveal the waterfront view. The Great Lakes 
Reception Hall is a grand welcome overlooking the  
St. Clair River and its impressive wall of windows leads 
to the International Deck. A ballroom and several break-
out rooms are also available, some presenting a 
waterfront view.

Please accept the warm welcome of the Blue Water 
Region and discover the blue shores of eastern 
Michigan. For more details on the Blue Water Region 
visit www.bluewater.org.
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About Our Cover:
Thousands of visitors and 
racers come to Port Huron 
for the start of the annual 
Port Huron to Mackinac 
Island Bell’s Beer Bayview 
Mackinac Race. The year’s 
cover photo, taken by Lisa 
Downing of Desmond 
Marine, shows the opening 
of the Military Street Bridge 
and the activity on the Black 
River as sailboats arrive for 
the start of the race. Always 
a festive time in Port Huron, 
this year’s race is slated to 
begin on Saturday, July 18th.

For almost 50 years the staff 
of RadioFirst-Liggett 
Communications has been 
producing Vacationland for 
you to enjoy. You’ll find a 
wealth of information in this 
publication. Check out the 
events calendar that will 
offer lots to do all summer 
long and see the tourist sites 

that you and your family will 
enjoy. Get information about 
tours, museums, walks along 
our rivers and trails into the 
rural areas of the county. 
Vacationland is designed to 
make your stay even more 
enjoyable and will give you 
information about the area’s 
restaurants and services. 

Stay in touch with what’s 
happening by listening to 
one of our radio stations. 
We’ll keep you posted on 
weather, traffic, news, sports 
and all the local information 
you need to make your visit 
special.

WSAQ – Q-Country 107.1 
Playing the best country 
music of all time.

WBTI – 96.9 – Today’s Hit 
Music

WPHM -1380 AM – Local 
news, talk and information 
as well as top syndicated talk 

show hosts like Sean Hannity 
and Glenn Beck. Play by play 
of the Detroit Tigers, Detroit 
Red Wings, Detroit Lions and  
Michigan State Football and 
Basketball. You can also hear 
the NBC sports network 
every day.

Port Huron’s New Rock 
Alternative - 105.5, 1540 
WHLS, 1590 AM WHLX. 
Playing the best alternative 
rock from the 90s through 
today.

Helpful Information:
Antique Dealers ............... 60
Blue Water Bridges .......... 17
Blue Water Fest ................. 9
Calendar of Events ........... 72
Campgrounds .................. 92
Church Listings ................ 80
Cinemas ............................. 8
Convention Center .......... 23
Golf .................................. 82
Emergency Numbers .......34
Fishing ............................. 66
Fort Gratiot Lighthouse ...19

Mackinac Race ................... 6
Marinas ........................... 45
Motels ............................. 18
Museums ......................... 54
Parks of Port Huron ......... 38
Power Boat Races ...... 61, 69
River Walks ...................... 14
Swimming ........................ 53
Town Hall Speakers .......... 35
USCG Cutter Hollyhock ....22
Wine Tours ....................... 43

Cities:
Algonac ............................ 91
Croswell ........................... 95
Downtown Port Huron ...... 6
Goodells .......................... 73
Lakeport .......................... 71
Lexington ......................... 55
Marine City ...................... 89
Marysville ........................ 83
Port Sanilac ...................... 94
Richmond ........................ 98
Sandusky ......................... 96
Sarnia/Lambton ............. 104
St. Clair ............................ 86
Wadhams ........................ 72
Yale .................................. 92

A whole new
world of creativity
is waiting for you

at Mary Maxim.

A renowned
craft & hobby

store with
so much more.

2001 Holland Ave • 810-987-2000
Hours: Daily 10-6, Sunday 11-5

marymaxim.com

World Famous
Catalog Outlet!

2001 Holland Ave • 810-987-2000
Hours: Daily 10-6, Sunday 11-5

marymaxim.com

Sterling silver charms from $25

“The store with the street clock”
336 Huron Avenue • Port Huron, MI 48060
810.987.2768 • www.moshers.com
Mon-Sat 9:30am-5:30pm • Fri until 7pm

MKTG93609_MOSHER_M.indd   1 3/11/2014   8:54:12 AM

Come and enjoy our beautiful Vacationland
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The Bell’s Beer Bayview Mackinac Race (the Port Huron to 
Mackinac Race) will celebrate its 91st consecutive year when 
the sailing vessels leave the starting line in southern Lake 
Huron on Saturday, July 18th.

Almost 300 boats are expected to compete in this year’s race, 
which will finish in front of the Grand Hotel on Mackinac 
Island. Fans from around the world will be able to follow 
individual boats or the entire fleet on the Bell’s Brewery and 
Bayview Yacht Club websites as GPS tracking devices will be 
placed on all participating sailboats.

Significant changes have been made to the 2015 race in 
order to enhance the race experience. The changes start with 
setting a “speed limit” for participation on the Shore Course, 
the shorter of the event’s two courses, which follows the 
Michigan shoreline and covers 235 statute miles. The shore 
course is no longer an option for larger boats with a PHRF 
rating below 99 seconds per mile. The faster boats will have 
to sail the longer Cove Island course, a distance of 298 statute 
miles. Slower boats will have the option of sailing either 
course. The plan is to have the bulk of the fleet to finish 
together. The minimum boat length for the entry has been 
reduced from 27’ to 24’ that will open race opportunities to 
those who have been previously shut out.

The year marks the return of the Super Mac where boats 
racing from Chicago will go past Mackinac Island and finish 
in Port Huron. This is done in partnership with the Chicago 
Yacht Club and the Port Huron Yacht Club and means that 
many boats will sail from Chicago to Port Huron non-stop  
and then after a few days’ rest, will sail back to Mackinac 
Island.

2015 Bell’s Beer Bayview Mackinac Race - July 18th

The starting line is in southern Lake Huron just north of 
the Blue Water Bridge. The smallest boats start first and 
the largest vessels are the last to cross the starting line. 
Boats typically begin finishing at Mackinac Island on Sunday 
evening through Tuesday.

Boats are measured to determine handicaps. The fastest boat 
in the fleet is the scratch boat and has no time allowance. 
All other boats have time allowance handicaps which are 
subtracted from the elapsed sailing time.

Racers who have competed in 25 of the annual Port Huron to 
Mackinac races are called “Old Goats”, while those who have 
completed 50 are called “Grand Rams”.

Bell’s Beer has extended its title sponsorship of the race 
and the company feels that they’ll be able to continue 
to showcase our state and build awareness with their 
sponsorship. Bell’s is well known for its famed summer 
Oberon wheat ale and Two-Hearted Ale, among many other 
premium and specialty brands.

The race runs concurrently with the annual family festival in 
Port Huron- the Blue Water Fest- that is held before, during 
and after the boats leave from the starting line.

Food and merchandise vendors will be located along the 
Black River in Port Huron and many activities will take place 
in town. The International Day Parade is held on Wednesday, 
with Family Night and a Fireworks display over the river 
on Thursday. Friday night is the traditional Boat Night 
celebration and Saturday features a lighted boat parade and 
bands at several different stages around downtown.
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Lightships were like floating lighthouses 
anchored in areas where it was too deep, 
expensive or impractical to construct a 
lighthouse. Lightships displayed a light at the 
top of a mast and in areas of fog also 
sounded a fog signal and radio beacon. The 
fog signals used over the years consisted of 
bells, whistles, trumpets, sirens and horns. 
Foghorns were powered by steam in the early 
days and later by air compressors. Stationed 
at various shoals on Lake Michigan until 1935, the Huron 
Lightship was transferred to Corsica Shoals in Lake Huron, 
approx. 6 miles north of the Blue Water Bridge and 3 miles 
east of the Michigan shoreline. For the next 36 years, she 
guided mariners into lower Lake Huron leading to the St. 
Clair River. When retired from active service in 1970, she 
was the last lightship on the Great Lakes. 

Acquired by the City of Port Huron, the ship was enshrined 
at Pine Grove Park in 1972 as a tribute to her vigilance and 
in fond memory of a by-gone era. In 1989 the Huron 
Lightship was designated a National Historic Landmark and 
is the only lightship on the Great Lakes to be so honored. 

LIGHTSHIP 103 (WAL 526) built in 1920 at a contract price 
of $147,428 by the Consolidated Shipbuilding Corp., 
Morris Heights, NY (No Hull Number assigned) was 
commissioned on Dec. 22, 1920, with 340 tons 

displacement in fresh water. It’s powered by 
an 185 ihp compound steam engine and two 
coal-fired Scotch boilers. Her hull was painted 
red with the lettering “RELIEF” on her sides. 
Their number officially designates lightships; 
however, they bear the name of their current 
station, or duty, on their sides. LIGHTSHIP 103 
completed her sea trials Dec. 4, 1920 and was 
delivered to the 12th District HQ in Milwaukee 
on June 9, 1921 to begin her Great Lakes 

career. Her hull was painted black with the white lettering 
“HURON” on both sides of her hull since she was assigned 
the black buoy side of the entrance to the Lake Huron Cut. 
In 1939, the Service merged with the U.S. Coast Guard.  

Her crew consisted of 6 to 7 men, with tours of duty 18 
days on and 6 days off. In Nov., 1952 the lightship at Gros 
Cap Reef in Whitefish Bay was withdrawn from service 
leaving LIGHTSHIP 103 as the last lightship on the Great 
Lakes. LIGHTSHIP 103 was withdrawn from service on  
Aug. 20, 1970 as the oldest lightship in the Coast Guard. 
Five days later she was decommissioned and laid up in the 
Black River at Port Huron, MI.

Huron Light Ship Tour Hours: May 2-June 14: Saturday  
and Sunday 10 am to 4 pm; June 15-Sept. 4: Open 7 days 
10 am to 4 pm. Groups of 20 or more, open year round  
by appt. Located in Pine Grove Park at Prospect Place.

Huron Lightship Museum History

Upscale dining in a casual atmosphere

Open for lunch and dinner Mon.-Sat.

Extensive wine list with over 100 entries 
and more than a dozen by-the-glass

13 regional & specialty draft beers on tap

Three private dining/
meeting rooms 
seats up to 36 guests 103 Michigan St. • Downtown Port Huron

810-982-1866 • vintagetavern.net

Roof Top Dining Year Round!
Great View of the St. Clair River!
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•  Clean & secure facilities
•  Just minutes from St. Clair River & Lake Huron
•  Over 60 combined years of operator experience
•  55-Ton Travelift / 23-Ton mobile trailer
•  Rack ‘N Launch service / Two 10-Ton forklifts
•  Full-service fueling stations
••  Mechanical, electrical, upholstery, boat broker
•  Ethanol-free fuel available

Features include:

OUR NEW HEATED
STORAGE BUILDING

IS NOW OPEN CONTACT US TODAY & RESERVE YOUR SPACE!
810.982.3990 • lisad@desmondmarine.com
DesmondMarine.com •      /DesmondMarine

Joy’s
Bridal Boutique

Your vision is our passion  

208 Huron Ave., Ste 102
Downtown Port Huron

810-294-5095

Prom - Formal Wear
Mother’s Gowns
Bridal Accessories
Flower Girls - Bridesmaids
Quality Designer Gowns
Private Appointments Available

Cinemas
Port Huron 
Birchwood Cinema, Birchwood Mall ........ (810) 956-9046 
Krafft 8, Krafft Road .................................. (810) 984-8301
Marine City 
Riverside Cinema, 6742 S. River Road ...... (810) 765-1500
Sandusky 
Firebird Theatre, 280 E. Sanilac Road ....... (810) 648-6684 
Highway Drive In, 2778 E. Sanilac Road .... (810) 657-6684
Imlay City 
Cinema III, 3 screens ................................. (810) 724-6577
Sarnia 
Lambton 9 Cinema, 1450 London Rd. ...... (519) 542-5539

Color Craze Fun Run is Back!

Come join this family friendly run on Friday, July 31st  
that will leave you with plenty of colorful memories! Be 
sure to wear your white and let your true colors shine! 
Walk or run through our color trail. Get doused with 
color dust at different stations throughout the course! 
This fun run is for ALL ages and abilities! Invite your 
friends and family to participate or watch as there will 
be family fun activities, vendors and a performance by 
Earth Angels. Pre-registered participant fee will include 
a t-shirt, color pouch, and goodies provided by event 
sponsors. All proceeds benefit the Port Huron’s Parks  
& Recreation and Port Huron Area School District’s 
R.E.C.E.S.S. Program and the Port Huron Capture 
Program. Fun run begins at 6:00p.m. For more 
information call (810) 984-9760. 
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The 6th Annual Blue Water Fest 
opens in downtown Port Huron on 
Tuesday July 14, and runs through 
Saturday July 18, 2015.  Blue Water 
Fest is our area’s premiere summer 
festival with the 91st Bell’s Beer 
Bayview Mackinac Race as the 
centerpiece of the five day festival.

This year the Bell’s Beer Bayview 
Mackinac Race will run a Super Mackinac taking racers 
all the way from Chicago to Port Huron. This challenging 
race promises more participants and even more 
spectators to the shores of the Blue Water area.

The 2015 Blue Water Fest kicks off with the Rotary 
International Parade on Wed., July 15 at 6:30 PM. 
Thousands of spectators line the streets of downtown 
Port Huron for this traditional hometown parade. The 
Big Rock Carnival begins on Tuesday, July 14 at 6 pm with 
thrilling rides and amusements for all ages.  The carnival 
will be located in the AT&T parking lot.

Operation Transformation will have all kinds of family 
activities by the 10th St. Bridge on Thursday, July 16 from 
5-9pm. There will be entertainment, pony rides, free hot 
dogs, musical performances, bounce houses and many 
more family oriented activities. 

Two stages will feature Detroit area 
bands: Lookin’ Back, the Luddites 
& Air Margaritaville, The Muggs, 
and the Sun Messengers along with 
popular local bands.  

Zip Line anyone? As another new 
attraction, Blue Water Fest will 
feature a Zip Line on Thursday, July 
16th from noon to 8 PM on Quay 

Street. Zips are $5 each. Proceeds from the Zip Line will 
support the Fireworks presented at dark on Family Night, 
Thurs., July 16. American fireworks will be returning to 
Port Huron for a spectacular display held at Desmond 
Landing on the St. Clair River.

Saturday night July 18 brings the popular Boats-A-Glo, 
lighted boat parade at dark in the Black River. The 
parade of boats dripping with lights and decorations is 
coordinated by the Port Huron Power and Sail Squadron.

The main attraction of the Blue Water Fest is the running 
of the 91st Bell’s Beer Bayview Mackinac Sailboat 
Race. Racers start arriving early in the week and fill the 
downtown marinas until race time on Saturday morning. 

If you are interested in volunteering, call MainStreet  
810-937- 5049. For vendor or sponsor information, visit 
www.thebluewaterfest.com.

l Four museum sites full of local
 & maritime history
 l Carnegie Center in downtown Port Huron
 l The Thomas Edison Depot Museum  
     under the Blue Water Bridges
 l Huron Lightship in Pine Grove Park
 l Fort Gratiot Light Station just north  
     of the Blue Water Bridges on Lake Huron
 l FunBikz, bicycle tandem & surrey rentals  
     located at the Fort Gratiot Light Station
 l SandFest at the Fort Gratiot Light Station  
     July 3 -5, 2015 
 l Beach Week at the Fort Gratiot Light  
     Station August 17 - 23, 2015

l Visit our website or call 810-982-0891  
 for hours, information, reservations and  
 current exhibit details!

1115 Sixth St. l Port Huron MI 48060
www.phmuseum.org

History. Heritage. 
Hands-On Fun!

Four great locations full of maritime & local history

Port Huron Museum

“View of the Blue”

 Built in 1829, it is the oldest lighthouse 
 in the state of Michigan & second oldest 
 on the Great Lakes!

 Guided tours of the tower, historic 
 structures, grounds and Lighthouse Gift 
 Shop are available daily from Memorial Day 
 through Labor Day  (Note: Closed toe shoes 
 must be worn for all tower climbs)

 “Overnight at the Light” for groups of 20 
 or more offered year round

 Book your wedding or special event!

 Home of SandFest & FunBikz: bicycle,    
     tandem and surrey rental

Fort Gratiot Light Station
& Lighthouse in Port Huron

Fort Gratiot Lighthouse  2802 Omar St.  Port Huron MI 48060
Located on Lake Huron just north of the Blue Water Bridges!

See the real

For information & reservations call 
810-982-0891 or visit www.phmuseum.org

A joint venture between St. Clair County Parks & Recreation Commission and the Port Huron Museum

Blue Water Fest 2015
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Open June-September
Thurs., Fri. & Sat.: 

11am-5pm
October-May 

Saturdays: 11am-5pm

317 Grand River, Port Huron
810.987.5441

Visit us on Facebook, Twitter & 
www.knowltonsicemuseum.org

The museum has the largest collection of ice tools and 
implements in the nation that date from the early 1800’s 
to the early 1900’s. From old ice picks to horse drawn ice 

wagons those who visit experience real history brought to life. 
Newly located in downtown Port Huron the museum boasts 

over 10,000 square feet and displays over 5,000 items.

See artifacts, 
ice tools, ice boxes 

and real video 
footage from 
the 1920’s.

*Additional tours offered by appointment

Blue Water River Walk
Since its grand opening in 
July of 2014, the Blue Water 
River Walk has become a 
very popular tourist 
destination.  Located along 
the blue waters of the St. 
Clair River on the south side 
of Port Huron, the River 
Walk is gaining a reputation 
as an innovative example of 
how a public and private 
partnership can turn a 
damaged and neglected 
waterfront into a community 
treasure.

The Blue Water River Walk is 
owned by the Community 
Foundation of St. Clair 
County. The land was gifted 
to the foundation at 
Christmas of 2011 by noted 
philanthropists James and 
Suzanne Acheson.  The 
Foundation created a vision 
of a restored and naturalized 

shoreline that would allow 
visitors to enjoy the 
waterfront in a way unique 
among river walks.

Beginning with the Outdoor 
Classroom on the northern 
end of the walk, and 
including a restored railroad 
ferry dock and two pebble 
beaches, the Blue Water 
River Walk allows visitors to 
directly access the water 
while they learn about the 
massive, multi-million dollar 
effort to restore and 
naturalize the shoreline.

By mid-summer of 2015 the 
two final major components 
of the River Walk should be 
nearing completion.  On the 
very southern end of the 
property a new wetlands 
park is being constructed by 
St. Clair County Parks & 
Recreation Commission. 

Nearby, just south of the Gray Fox ship, the Community 
Foundation will be building a fishing pier to enhance 
shoreline fishing opportunities for anglers. The fishing 
pier will extend out approximately 50’ into the fast 
moving waters of the St. Clair River, and is being paid for 
completely by donations from private individuals.

To learn more about the Blue Water River 
Walk, including how to join other donors in 
leveraging private gifts to support the River 
Walk, visit the Community Foundation’s 
website at www.stclairfoundation.org.
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Palms Krystal Bar & Grille
“The World’s Most 

Famous Chicken Dish”®

1535 Pine Grove • South of Blue Water BridGe

Port Huron 
Landmark

Marina Delivery 
Available

Catering Service

Established in 1937

for FAST Take-Out

985-9838

SCAN CODE
FOR gREAT
SAviNgS

®

The Port Huron Sports Hall of Fame 
is located in the North Building at 
St. Clair County Community College 
in downtown Port Huron. Hours for 
viewing coincide with the college’s 
hours of operation. The North 
Building also houses the college’s 
gymnasium.

With over 250 plaques of athletes 
and teams on display, the Port 
Huron Sports Hall of Fame has been 
honoring the accomplishments of 
individuals and teams for 39 years. 
The mission of the Hall of Fame 
is to recognize and permanently 
honor those athletes and teams 
that have distinguished themselves in their respective 
sport. In addition, the Hall of Fame chooses to recognize 
those individuals that have contributed to sports, not 
necessarily as athletes, but in a manner of significant 
nature warranting recognition.

The Port Huron Sports Hall of Fame Annual Induction 
Dinner is held every October. This is a special night to 
honor new inductees, award winners, and scholarship 
recipients. The public’s presence at this event supports 
these outstanding individuals as well as the Port Huron 
Sports Hall of Fame. Guests at the banquet also enjoy 
a fabulous dinner and the privilege of hearing an 
outstanding sports hero speak.

This year’s Hall of Fame Induction Dinner is scheduled for 
5:30 pm on Saturday, October 24th, 2015 in the Atrium 
at SC4’s Student Center. In addition to honoring area 
athletes and teams, the Hall of Fame is privileged to host 
George Goeddeke as this year’s keynote speaker.

George Goeddeke, a Detroit native, played college 
football for Ara Pareseghian at Notre Dame, and was 
part of the 1966 National Championship Team. Drafted 

by the Denver Broncos, George was 
starting offensive guard for seven 
years until a career-ending knee 
injury in 1974. George played in the 
1969 American Football League All 
Star Game in Houston, Texas at the 
Astrodome.

Past keynote speakers include 
Henry Aaron, Gordie Howe, Brooks 
Robinson, Charlie Sanders, Ted 
Lindsay, and Ernie Harwell, to name 
a few.

Candidates for induction into the 
Hall of Fame are nominated by 
members of the community, and all 

nominations are reviewed and considered for induction 
by the Board of Directors. Candidates are limited to 
residents, teams, or groups within the boundaries of the 
Port Huron Area School District, but do not have to be a 
current resident.

Consult the website at phsportshalloffame.com for 
additional information, or call Ronald Toles, Chairman  
of the Board at (810) 841-2564.

Sports Hall of Fame
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GIFT CARDS & BRIDAL REGISTRY AVAILABLE
829 Pine Grove Avenue • Port Huron • 810-984-4904

Visit us online at: www.millermaytag.com

Join Us Saturday, June 6, 2015 - For 
over a decade tourist destinations in Port 
Huron have opened their doors to residents 
on the first Saturday in June. Locals get to see 
and participate in over a dozen tourist venues 
at reduced admission prices, many even free.

Blue Water Area transit buses circulate 
around the route taking passengers to each 
site at no cost from 10am to 4pm that day.

Many locations have performers at their site 
and all offer tours and information about their 
businesses. 

Also, don’t miss an opportunity to enjoy a 
special, one-hour cruise along the Port Huron 
shoreline for just $5 per person.

For more information contact the Blue Water 
Area Convention and Visitors Bureau at  
(810) 987-8687 or www.bluewater.org.

Be A Tourist in Your Own Town
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Built on a tradition of quality,
East Lake Builders stands apart by bringing out
the stunning character of every home we build

piece of work that infuses the creativity of our
craft and the individual needs of each client.

CREATIVITY & CRAFT

810.984.2053   www.eastlakebuilders.com
810.984.2053

.

Waterfront 
Development  
Our Shoreline. Your Horizon. The Blue Water Region is 
rich in history, resources, environmental and other 
assets, as well as people. It also offers an abundance of 
beautiful blue waterfront development opportunities at 
affordable land prices, much lower than the national 
average.  

Situated on one of the most active border crossings in 
the United States, St. Clair County is a major region for 
trade and ecommerce. For the third year in a row, our 
region will host a Canadian Appreciation event that will 
embrace our strong border ties and frequent visits for 
shopping, dining and lodging from Canadian visitors.  
The impact of the border crossing on our local economy 
is tremendous, and major retailers and hotels continue 
to invest along the county’s main commercial corridors.    

From entrepreneurial start-ups to million dollar 
corporate investments, organizations such as the 
Economic Development Alliance of St. Clair County, work 
to promote the area’s assets and business advantages.  
The EDA works with many local leaders and 
organizations to grow the local economy through 
economic development and will serve as a partner in 
developing your business. They are a non-profit agency 
and offer confidential services at no cost to you.

If you are looking to invest in waterfront development 
opportunities, including hotel & leisure, condominiums, 
retail or restaurants, we invite you to consider St. Clair 
County.  Several opportunities with magnificent 
waterfront views are currently available for development 
or redevelopment: Former YMCA Site – 5 Acres set just 
100’ back from the river; St. Clair Inn Hotel – prime 
riverfront frontage with historic Inn; MOC Site 100 
McMorran Blvd – 4 acres with 900’ of riverfront 
frontage; Desmond Landing – 2.5 Acres (Northern 
Section) or 16.5 acres (Southern Section) 

For a confidential marketing analysis, call 810.982.9511 
for scan the QR code in the EDA ad to view more details 
about these phenomenal waterfront development 
opportunities and more.  

Building Lasting Relationships, 
Referrals and Returns. 

Whether you’re moving your family 
or business here, the Blue Water Area Chamber 

will connect you quickly. 

Join us today! 
512 McMorran Blvd., Port Huron, MI

810.985.7101    Bluewaterchamber.com
Hours: 8:30 am-4:30 pm
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The Blue Water Young Professionals 
(BWYP) are catalysts for community 
enhancement and pride themselves 
on enhancing the Blue Water area. 
The non-profit group started in the 
fall of 2009 and has continued to grow 
and prosper in both membership and 
involvement in the area.

The group’s two main focus areas are 
downtown and nightlife enhancement 
and arts appreciation and growth.

The group believes that place-
making is a critical element in today’s 
economy. Developing an attractive 
place will draw the type of young, 
creative people who in turn create 
jobs and stability for the future. They 
are dedicated to making the Blue 
Water Area a place young professional 
people want to live, work and play.

They have been a key part of the 
area’s collaboration in developing the Black River 
Walk in downtown Port Huron. In December 2013, 
the BWYP’s in partnership with the City of Port Huron 
Recreation Department, were awarded a $45,000 grant 

from the Department of Natural 
Resources Recreation Passport 
program, a $5,000 donation from 
the Community Foundation of St. 
Clair County, and an additional 
$10,000 from the City of Port Huron 
to continue work on the Black River 
Walk.

Phase 1 of the project wrapped 
up in the fall of 2014 with the 
final installation of six bike racks, 
six benches and 32 painted picnic 
tables.

Phase 2 projects are in the planning 
stages, with trail heads, gathering 
areas and way finding signage being 
added to the river walk.

You can see more project details by 
visiting www.bwyp.org/black river-
walk. Enjoy yourself while strolling 
along the Black River Walk.

Facebook: Blue Water Young Professionals 
Twitter: @ BWYPs  
Website:www.bwyp.org

Blue Water Young Professionals

uscgc bramble Visit uscgcbramble.com for Full Tour Schedule
or to plan your special event aboard Bramble

USCGC Bramble WLB 392
Follow us on Twitter

@uscgcbramble

180’ Coast Guard Museum Ship
Tours Daily: 10:00am - 4:00pm

Seaway Terminal  |  2336 Military Street, Port Huron  |  uscgcbramble.com
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Downtown Port Huron Restaurants
One of the 
best ways to 
experience 
a new town 
is finding its 
great places to 
eat and drink. 
Over the last 
several years 
downtown 
Port Huron 
has evolved 
into one of the 
most diverse 
and exciting 
restaurant 
scenes 
anywhere in 
Michigan.

You’ll find just about any type of fare you can imagine 
and in settings that you are unlikely to find anywhere 
else. An easy way to find information is to visit the 
Downtown Port Huron B.R.C. Facebook page (which 
stands for the bar and restaurant collective). You can 
find out about recent customer feedback and get 

entertainment 
updates 
during your 
stay. You’ll 
discover a 
one-of-a-kind 
atmosphere 
in downtown 
Port Huron 
with outdoor 
bocce ball 
courts, a 
bowling alley, 
locally brewed 
craft beers, 
fantastic fresh 
air seating at 
a number of 

locations, and plenty of dock space for any size boat to 
come and enjoy great food and drink!

So whether you decide to dock on the Black River or 
drive to downtown Port Huron, take some time and 
experience all that Port Huron’s restaurants have to offer. 
From lunches to late nights you will surely find places 
you’ll want to share with your friends and future visitors.

Casey’s Pizza & Subs Good Fellas

Thumb Coast BreweryFuel  Woodfire Grill
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Art on the River
Art on the River is an art 
and music festival that 
will return for the 5th 
year to the banks of the 
Black River on June 13th 
and 14th, 2015!

The party will begin on 
June 13th with the arrival 
of the NSCS Grayfox. The 
Grayfox is a training ship 
used to offer cadets 
training in all aspects of 
the ship’s operations.  
She is currently the largest Sea Cadet training ship in the 
United States and is cared for and maintained by all 
cadets in Michigan and sometimes even ambassadors 
from the North, the Royal Canadian Sea Cadets.  The 
ship is run by cadets with the officers serving in a 
supervisory role. Regular Navy and Coast Guard 
personnel along with several civilians, volunteer their off 
duty time to assist in the ship’s operations.  A ceremony 
to honor this great ship and our local veterans will begin 
at 9:30 a.m. near the Grayfox with music provided by 
The New Horizons Band.  The Grayfox will be docked in 
the Black River during Art on the River and will offer 
tours and cruises to be announced prior to the event.

Music will begin on the 
main stage at 1 p.m. on 
June 14th.  This stage will 
be located in the West 
Quay Street parking lot, 
under the direction of Jim 
Sommerville. There will 
be a wide variety of 
music for everyone to 
listen to!  Our local 
musicians are very 
excited to share their 
music with everyone.  
This year there will be 

two headline bands, one on Saturday night at 9 p.m. and 
the other on Sunday at 5 p.m.  The band list will be 
found on the website.

The beverage tent will feature local sommelier, Andy 
Bakko, of Wolverine Market in Port Huron.  Andy will 
feature Michigan beers and wines!  The tent is 
sponsored by Gerry’s Distributing of Port Huron.

Art on the River features many fine artists and crafters 
with many different types of arts and crafts for people to 
purchase.  There is such a wide range of items to choose 
from, it’s sometimes hard to decide!  Make sure you 
check out all the arts and crafts featured.  Many make 
great gifts for that hard-to-buy for family member or 
friend.  For the first time, Art on the River will be a 
juried art fair.  This means that all items found will be 
handmade and handcrafted by the artists.  The Art on 
the River jury were very careful to pick the finest artists 
and crafters for you to purchase from.  There will be a 
list of artists and crafters that will be attending on the 
website at www.artontheriverph.com.

The event will run from 9:30 a.m. until midnight on June 
14th and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on June 15th. Come show 
your support for our local artists, crafters, musicians, 
businesses and non-profits.  There is something for 
everyone at Art on the River so mark your calendars!

Algonac
419 Michigan Ave

810-794-7870

Marysville
2055 Gratiot Blvd

810-364-7784

Fort Gratiot
4177 24th Ave
810-385-5541

Port Huron
1013 26th St

810-987-9333 x.111

Find our auctions at:

Search for MI - PORT HURON - GOODWILL INDUSTRIES 
OF ST CLAIR COUNTY

Last year, you helped more than 
9.8 million people. It’s simple. When 9.8 million people. It’s simple. When 
you donate your stuff to Goodwill®, 
you create opportunities for 
individuals in your community looking 
to find a job and build skills, including 
veterans and military families, single 
mothers and many others. 

Donate today!Donate today!

@GoodwillSCC
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The Blue Water Area has a lot 
to offer tourists and visitors, 
including the only 
international border crossing 
that is owned jointly by the 
State of Michigan and the 
Canadian province of Ontario.

Located between Port Huron, 
Michigan and Point Edward, 
Ontario connecting both 
Interstate 94 and Interstate 
69 with Highway 402, it is one of the fastest links 
between the Midwest and Ontario as well as the 
Northeast United States.

The Blue Water Bridge crossing is a large complex 
consisting of toll and inspection plazas on each side of 
the border where you pay tolls and interact with 
inspection agencies such as Immigration or Customs.

The crossing consists of two unique spans, the original 
Blue Water Bridge, opened in 1938 and renovated in in 
1999, is a three-lane westbound bridge. The second Blue 
Water Bridge, which carries three lanes of eastbound 
traffic, is an impressive modern bridge opened in 1997. 
State of the art facilities make the Blue Water Bridge 
crossings one of the smoothest and most modern 

Blue Water Bridg es
crossings in the world.

The original span celebrated 
with dignitaries from both 
the United States and Canada 
meeting in the middle of the 
bridge for celebrations on 
October 8, 1938, the same 
day that local radio station 
WHLS signed on the air. The 
bridge opened to traffic on 
October 10, 1938.

The original bridge is 1.25 miles long and 152 feet high 
at the center of the main span. It contains some five 
tons of rivets and weighs slightly over 87 thousand tons.

The second span opened with a three day grand 
opening celebration which began on July 11, 1997 on 
both sides of the border. Over 200,000 participants 
participated in the International Bridge Walk during the 
celebration.

Today the bridges carry over five million vehicles each 
year between the two countries. Tolls are paid at the 
entrance to the bridges in both Ontario and Michigan.

Duty Free shopping is located prior to the bridge 
entrances and toll booths on both sides of the bridges.

City of Port Huron • Municipal Office Center •  100 McMorran Blvd., Port Huron, MI 48060 • 810-984-9725

www.porthuron.org

THE CITY OF

Port Huron

Yeah, we’re all that!
Photo by James Freed

Blue Water,
Fun, Sun & Boats...
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MARYSvILLe 
Super 8, 1484 Gratiot ....................................810-364-7500 
Clair Inn, 70 Gratiot .......................................810-364-8400 
Pontchartrain Motel, 6136 Gratiot ................810-367-3164

MeMPHIS 
Memphis Motel, 35005 Bordman Rd. ...........810-392-3125

PORT HUROn 
Amerihost, 1611 Range Rd ............................810-364-8000 
Blue Water Motel, 5570 Lapeer Rd. ..............810-987-8000 
Best Western, 2282 Water St. .......................810-987-1600 
Comfort Inn, 1700 Yeager St. .........................810-982-5500 
Days Inn, 2908 Pine Grove.............................810-984-1522 
Fairfield, 1635 Yeager St. ...............................810-982-8500 
Hampton Inn, 1655 Yeager St.  ......................810-966-9000 
Hill Estates B & B, 602 Lakeview ....................810-982-8187 
Huron Inn Motel, 4239 Lapeer ......................810-982-4777 
Mainstreet Lodge & Suites, 514 Huron .........810-824-4042 
Sage House, 829 Prospect Place ...................810-984-2015 
Double Tree by Hilton, 500 Edison Pkwy ......810-984-8000 
Quality Inn & Suites, 1720 Hancock St. .........810-987-5999

ST. CLAIR 
Burkemo Cottages and Motel,  
1801 N. River .................................................810-329-2700 
Memories Manor, 613 N. Riverside...............810-329-2800 
Murphy Inn, 505 Clinton ................................810-329-7118 
River Crab Blue Water Inn,  
1337 N. River Rd ............................................810-329-2261 
St. Clair River Lodge, 3573 5. River Rd. .........810-329-2581

YALe 
Sweet Dreams Motel,  
8280 N. Brockway Rd. ....................................810-387-2126 
Yale Hotel, 119 5. Main St. (Historic) .............810-387-2710

SAnILAC COUnTY 
Beach Loft 1999, Port Sanilac ........................810-622-9194 
Heritage lnn, Sandusky ..................................810-648-4811 
Westpark lnn, Sandusky ................................810-648-4300 

ALgOnAC 
Colony Motel, 6077 Pte Tremble ...................810-794-5974

FORT gRATIOT 
Lakeshore Motel, 5962 Lakeshore.................810-385-4242

HARSen’S ISLAnD 
Lynn’s Bed & Breakfast, 2792 S. Channel. .....810-748-8834 
River’s Edge Motel, 703 St. Clair River Dr. .....810-794-5467

IMLAY CITY 
M-53 Motel, 558 S. Cedar .............................810-724-2845

Super 8 Motel, 6951 Newark Rd ...................810-724-8700

LAkePORT  
Armstrong’s Lakeport Resort ........................  810-385-5887

LexIngTOn 
Butler Bed & Breakfast ..................................810-359-5910 
Fairwinds Cottage ..........................................810-359-8785 
Inn the Garden Bed & Breakfast ...................810-359-8966 
Lakeview Hills Golf Resort, M90 ....................810-359-7333 
Lakewinds Motel ............................................810-359-5196 
Shady Rest Bed & Breakfast ..........................810-359-5866 
Stencil Cottage ...............................................810-359-7774

MARIne CITY 
Anchor Inn, 6000 River Road .........................810-765-8877 
Heather House, 409 N. Main St.....................810-765-3175 
Port Seaway Inn, 7623 5. Riverside Rd. .........810-765-4033

Where to Stay

305 1/2 Bard Street | Port Huron, MI

810.989.2929

Free Body Scrub
with any $30 Service  ($12 Value, must present ad)

Open 7 Days!

A Day Away SpaA Day Away Spa

Get Your Summer On!
MASSAGES • PEDICURES • FACIALS

MANICURES • BODY-WRAPS • SKINCARE
ANTI-AGING• SPRAY TANNING
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Since its re-opening in 
May 2012, the Fort Gratiot 
Light Station allows 
visitors and citizens to 
roam the grounds and 
experience life at the 
historic Fort Gratiot Light 
Station.  

The entire campus has 
undergone a historic 
restoration under the 
ownership of St. Clair 

County Parks & Recreation and the Port Huron Museum.

A new program called ‘Overnight at the Light’ has been 
created. This is an opportunity for 20 or more people to 
spend the night, bunking room style in the duplex 
building on the grounds of the historic lighthouse.

This unique activity is well-suited for Scouts, youth 
groups, school groups and families.  Your ‘Overnight at 
the Light’ stay will include a tour of the entire facility, 
highlighting the historic uses and current renovation 
plans.  A planned program relating to the site will be 
presented, then a snack and lights out!  Sleep in the 
newly renovated duplex and enjoy breakfast the next 
day.  A minimum of 20 people are required to reserve a 
date, a maximum of 42 may participate.

The original lighthouse was established in 1825 to guard 
the juncture of Lake Huron and the St. Clair River. That 
lighthouse was destroyed by a storm in 1828. The 
current lighthouse, the oldest in Michigan, was built 
north of the fort in 1829. 

Originally 74 feet high, the white painted brick tower 
was extended to its present 86 feet in the early 1860s.  
The green flashing light was automated in 1933 and may 
be seen for 17 miles out in Lake Huron. The two-story 
brick duplex, with its hipped gable roof and a pointed 
gothic porch was built in 1874-75. The single keepers 
dwelling was constructed in 1932, along with the Coast 
Guard Station structure.

The lighthouse watches over one of the busiest 
waterways in the world.

Today, Coast Guardsmen are stationed adjacent to the 
site in a new modern facility, opened in 2004.  

The Fort Gratiot Light Station will be open May 1st 
through June 15th on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  From June 15th until 
September 6th, the Light Station will be open seven days 
a week from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

For additional information call the Port Huron Museum 
at (810) 982-0891. 

Fort Gratiot 
Lighthouse
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Harrison
Center

Earn your 
High School Diploma

 in as little as 16 1/4 credits* 
or a GED Certificate!

Adult & Alternative Education Classes

55 15th St., Port Huron

Call Today! 
810-455-0029

Anyone 16 years of age & older can apply!
*16-17 require special permission to enroll

Improve Basic Math 
& English Skills

Learn New Computer Skills

FREE Classes & Transportation 
for eligible students

Call for dates 
& times to register

Blue Water Trol ley
The one hour tour, which includes a swing by various 
local points of interest, takes you through the heart of 
Port Huron and along the riverfront for a panoramic 
glimpse of the Blue Water Bridges, the Thomas Edison 
Statue and Depot. The starting point for each run is 
downtown Port Huron at 331 Huron Avenue. You can 
also catch the trolley at Blue Water Area Transit’s 
Michigan Street transfer point, where other system 
buses interconnect and at other designated stops shown 
on the Tour Map.

Blue Water Trolley Points of Interest:
1. Trolley Stop Sign on Military
2. Military Street Bridge (1st one - 1833)
3. Federal Building
4. Red Cross Museum of Arts & History (1904)
5. St. John United Church of Christ (1869)
6. Museum of Arts and History (1904)
7. Grace Church
8. St. Joseph Rectory (1880s)
9. St. Joseph Church (1923)
10. John Davidson Home (1896)
11. Railroad Tunnel 
12. St. Joseph Mercy Port Huron
13. Seaway Terminal and Retired Coast Guard Cutter 
 Bramble

14. Wilbur Davidson Home (1870s)
15. Standard Oil Gasoline Service Station (1950s)
16. Dr. Wilson Home (1840)
17. Woman’s Life Insurance Society (1917)
18. Studio 1219 / Dairy Queen
19. J.M. White Building (1865)
20. Harrington Hotel (1896)
21. Vantage Point / Great Lakes Maritime Center
22. Times Herald Building / Michigan Mutual (1981)
23. Huron Lady II
24. MainStreet
25. Blue Water Area Transit (Transfer Point)
26. Port Huron Office Center
27. St. Clair County Library (1968)
28. St. Clair County Court House (1953)
29. P.H. Municipal Office Center (1980)
30. RadioFirst (WHLS, WSAQ, WPHM, WBTI)
31. The McLaughlin Home (1880s)
32. Ladies of Maccabees Building (1904)
33. The Meno Home (1887)
34.	 U.S. Coast	Guard	Cutter	-	Hollyhock
35. Old Water Works (1872) / War Memorials 
36. Children’s Peace Gardens
37. Huron Lightship (1921-1970)
38. Thomas Edison Statue / Depot Museum
39. Blue Water Bridges (1938-1997)
40. U.S. Coast Guard Station
41. Fort Gratiot Lighthouse (1829)
42. Fort St. Joseph Possible Location (1686)
43. Old Fort Gratiot Trading Post
44.	 B.W.	Area	Convention	& Visitors	Bureau
45. DoubleTree Hotel by Hilton
46. McLaren Port Huron
47. Old Tyler School
48. SC4 Main Building (1923)
49. McMorran Arena (1957) McMorran Tower (1965)
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Experienced and properly 
trained divers flock to the  
St. Clair River near Port 
Huron to dive in swift waters. 
Current speeds can exceed  
4 knots making the river 
dangerous and hazardous at 
times, but the lure of 
historical artifacts and 
shipwrecks, plus the 
thousands of pieces of lost 
fishing equipment make 
diving it hard to resist.

Diving in the St. Clair River  
isn’t for everyone. The fast current makes navigation 
and diving difficult if you are not properly equipped and 
trained. The depths range from 20’ along the shore to 
over 80’ in the center. The river is also one of the 
busiest waterways in the world with hundreds of ships 
and boats passing through the narrow channel every 
day, adding to the danger for divers.

On the bottom you can find the remains of at least five 
shipwrecks, an old steam crane that fell off a barge, a 
model A Ford and many other interesting items in a 
relatively small area. Additionally, you’ll see lots of fish 
and hundreds of lost sinkers and other fishing tackle. It 

Diving in the St. Clair River
is one of the only spots in 
Michigan where a diver is not 
required to tow a dive flag 
because boats have the right 
of way. Instead, divers must 
put out two flags, one at the 
point of entry and one at the 
exit point. Because of the 
heavy boat traffic, divers 
treat this area as an 
overhead environment dive, 
surfacing only near their exit 
point.

Because the river is a 
dangerous place to dive, proper training is required, as 
well as a good level of physical fitness. Even though this 
dive requires a lot of extra training, it’s definitely worth 
it. On good days the visibility can be up to 80 feet and 
the ecosystem is one of the most diverse found in the 
Great Lakes. The way the bottom of the river constantly 
changes, you never have the same dive twice.

The shores of the St. Clair River are loaded with divers 
on both the American and Canadian sides throughout 
the summer months. In the winter, the brave and 
adventuresome jump into the cold, crystal clear waters 
just for the thrill of diving into the St. Clair River.

Photo courtesy of Brian Martin
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810-966-9220
3410 Lapeer Rd., Port Huron

(across from Baker College)

Car Problems? No Problem!
Your complete Auto Repair Center

Alignments, Brakes, Engine Repair, Towing, Tires, 
Brakes & Fuel Lines, Motor Homes Welcome,

On-Site Service

See toddservicecenter.com 
for money savings for money savings coupons

$14.99 Oil Change
Basic conventional oil, 5 qts. (plus tax & disposal)

Open 6 Days 
A Week!
8-6 M-F
9-2 Sat.

The United States 
Coast Guard cutter 
Hollyhock has been 
permanently based 
and moored in Port 
Huron at Pine Grove 
Park since 2003.

The cutter is named 
after a previous 
Coast Guard cutter 
with the same name 
that served the 
United States from 
1937 through 1982. 
The original 
Hollyhock was 
launched at Bay City, 
Michigan and commissioned as part of the fleet 
operated by the U.S. Lighthouse Service. She was 
decommissioned from the Coast Guard’s fleet on  
March 31, 1982.

The new Hollyhock was launched on January 25, 2003 
and after sea trials, took up her station in Port Huron in 
November of 2003.

Hollyhock is the 
14th Juniper Class 
Seagoing Buoy 
Tender built out of 
a projected 16 of 
this class.  She is 
225 feet long, 
displaces 2,000 
long tons, and is 
powered by two 
diesel engines 
which power a 
single  
controllable pitch 
propeller.  
Hollyhock is also 
equipped with bow 

and stern thrusters, in addition to a 20-ton hydraulic, 
60-foot telescoping beam Appleton crane.  She carries a 
crew of eight officers and 42 enlisted personnel.

Hollyhock’s primary missions are aids-to-navigation 
(maintenance, removal and replacement), search and 
rescue, environmental protection and ice breaking.

The Hollyhock’s Dynamic Positioning System, which 
allows a computer to take control of the engines, 
rudder, propeller and thrusters, can hold the ship within 
a 10-meter circle in winds up to 30 knots and eight foot 
seas, which allows pinpoint positioning of buoys.  The 
vessel is responsible for nearly 150 aids-to-navigation 
on the lower Great Lakes. For more information visit 
their website at www.usgc.mil/d9/chcHollyhock.

USCG Cutter Hollyhock

Enjoy your visit  
to the 

Blue Water Area!
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Michigan’s newest 
waterfront 
convention center 
located in Port 
Huron has recently 
opened their 
doors. The Blue 
Water Convention 
Center located on 
the scenic St. Clair 
River was designed 
to be as versatile 
as it is attractive. 
No matter the 
configuration your 
event requires, 
with over 34,000 

square feet of state of the art and flexible space, it 
is the perfect place every meeting planner envisions 
for conventions, consumer or trade shows, as well as 
meetings and banquets.

The Blue Water Convention Center features the Exhibit 
Hall, the largest space at 21,000 sq. ft. that can be used 
as an impressive main hall or split into two halls. With 
seating for up to two thousand attendees there are 
many possibilities. The Grand Ballroom can be separated 
into five spaces, ideal for hosting banquets or providing 
additional exhibit space. This captivating facility also 
offers two additional function rooms one with an 
exceptional view of the St. Clair River. Each would be 
perfect for the smaller meeting or banquet with seating 
for up to 100 people.

The pre-function area, located adjacent to the Exhibit 
Hall, is perfect for a registration or reception area 
with impressive 40 ft. wide floor to ceiling windows 
overlooking the St. Clair River. Just through the glass 
doors is the observation deck with a picture-perfect 
view of the Blue Water Bridge that would make an ideal 
reception area.

Accommodations are made easy for any event with 
connection to the 149-room DoubleTree by Hilton and 
Freighters Eatery and Taproom.

The Blue Water Convention Center is managed by SMG, 
one of the leading private management companies for 
public assembly facilities worldwide and is committed to 
providing an exemplary destination for your next event.

The Blue Water Convention Center is located at  
500 Thomas edison Parkway alongside the Blue Water 
Bridge.

Blue Water Convention Center
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Beautifully placed on the edge 
of the Black River this member 
constructed facility is one of the 
most complete Yacht Clubs in the 
United States.  Known by many 
Great Lakes sailors as one of the 
friendliest yacht clubs, it keeps 
a “members make it happen” 
mentality that allows the club 
to be completely run by its 
members (volunteers).

One must go back over a century to find the first written 
reference to the Port Huron Yacht Club.  In 1906 the city 
directory listed Thomas Major as Commodore, Dr. Frank 
Sharp as Secretary/Treasurer and John V. Sullivan as the 
Corresponding Secretary.

Official status began in 1924 with membership in the 
Detroit Regional Yachting Association and the Interlake 
Yachting Association.  Membership in these two 
organizations has been continuous since that time.

The club moved to its present day location in 1954.  The 
most legendary and interesting story regarding the move 
is the transport of the piano down the St. Clair River on 
the bow of the 6 metre Irene. The property at 212 Quay 
St. has gone through quite a transformation over the last 
54 years.  From having a dockage facility once known as 
the “Snake Pit” to the facilities that were completed in 
2003 is amazing.  Almost all the physical labor that went 
into the clubhouse (completed in 1996) and the marina 
(completed in 2003) was done by members of the club.  
Sweat equity is a term that is used religiously within the 
clubhouse walls.

Competitive sailboat racing is the fundamental purpose 
of the Yacht Club and the 2015 sailing season presents 
plenty of challenging racing for its members.  The Port 
Huron and Sarnia Yacht Clubs International sailing 
program begins on Lake Huron Saturday, May 23rd, 
with the start of the Spring Series.  Racing continues 
throughout the summer concluding with the King of the 

Castle/Cock of the Walk Race on 
Saturday, October 4th. Over 50 
races will be sailed on lower Lake 
Huron during the 2015 season.

A number of premier events 
will be hosted by the Port 
Huron Yacht Club this summer 
beginning with the Lake Huron 
International (LHI) set to sail 
on the evening of July 3rd. This 

over-night distance race includes two separate courses 
designed to accommodate any sailing size vessel within 
the over 125 boat international local fleet.  Each course 
demands a good tactician and a great navigator as racing 
these lower Lake Huron waters at night proves to be a 
tremendous challenge.  This race has been utilized by 
many skippers and crews as a dress rehearsal or tune-up 
for the soon to follow Bell’s Brewery Bayview Port Huron 
to Mackinac Island Race.

The club is also widely known for its excellent social 
scene.  Each Great Lake sailor has a good story or two 
about being in Fiddlers Green at the Port Huron Yacht 
Club.  Boat Week is the pinnacle for such activities.  
Family Night (Thursday, July 16th) the clubhouse and 
grounds are open to the public with a tasty chicken 
dinner served to all.  Boat Night (Friday, July 17th) the 
PHYC is the place to be with live entertainment, endless 
adult beverages and the best view of the best boats 
competing in the 2015 Bell’s Brewery Bayview Port 
Huron to Mackinac.

The largest sailing event takes place on Labor Day 
weekend with the sailing of three different races. The 
Lake Huron Offshore One-Design Regatta, The Friendship 
Race and the Memorial/Leukemia Cup make up an 
excellent weekend of racing.  Sunday evening marks the 
conclusion of the fundraising effort for the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society of Michigan.  This is the 21st year 
that this event has been held at Port Huron Yacht Club 
with over $1 Million being raised in that time.

Port Huron Yacht Club
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Clothing/Soft Goods • Paint • Maintenance Supplies • Accessories • Cordage • Foot Gear • Safety Gear
Sailing Hardware • Water Sports • Mackinac Gear • Parts for Force5 • Dinghy Covers • Paddlesports & Accessories

908 Military Street, Port Huron, MI 48060   |  810-320-6684  |  www.glmo.net

Rule the waves.

THINK 
GLOBAL
SHOP LOCAL

KAYAK
RENTALS

The accompanying photo is one of the Lakes Pilot 
Association’s boats that are stationed in Port Huron.

These boats ferry pilots to all foreign flag vessels that 
travel the St. Lawrence Seaway. All foreign-flag vessels 
over 300 gross tons are required to carry pilots while 
transiting the St. Lawrence Seaway/Great Lakes System.

In addition, many vessel operators voluntarily request 
pilotage when transiting unfamiliar waters and ports.

The Port Huron office is responsible for supplying pilots 
to foreign ships that travel Lake Erie, Lake St. Clair, the 
Detroit and St. Clair Rivers. The boats stationed in Port 
Huron also transfer pilots to vessels traveling in Lake 
Huron.

The two boats stationed in Port Huron are the Huron 
Belle and the Huron Maid. Both are all-weather vessels 
and operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week throughout 
the shipping season.

The vessels are berthed at the mouth of the Black River, 
just east of the Desmond Marina in Port Huron.

You’ll see them traveling to and from the foreign ships 
as pilots are put on and off the ships in Lake Huron just 
coming into the channel that leads to the St. Clair River.

Lakes Pilot Boats Stationed in Port Huron
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Algonac, Ml 48001
700 Pte. Tremble (M-29)

(810) 794-0890
Special summer hours

Fort Gratiot, Ml 48059
4155 24th Ave. (M-25)

(810) 385-9080(810) 385-9080
* PLAYPLACE *

Special summer hours

Kimball, Ml 48074
2805 Wadhams Road (N. of 1-69) 

(810) 982-1870
Special summer hours

Marine CityMarine City, Ml 48039
6658 S. Riverside (M-29)

(810) 765-5060
* PLAYPLACE *

Marysville, MI 48040
1925 Gratiot Ave.
(810) 364-7494
* PLAYPLACE *
Open 24 hours

New Baltimore, Ml 48047
35899 G35899 Green St. (M-29)

(810) 725-4543
* PLAYPLACE *

New Baltimore, Ml 48047
28320 23 Mile Road (1-94)

(810) 949-4844
Open 24 hours

New HavenNew Haven, Ml 48048
57065 Gratiot Ave.

(586) 749-0172
Open 24 hours 

Port Huron, Ml 48060
2509 Pine Grove Ave.

(810) 987-3374
Open 24 hoursOpen 24 hours

Port Huron, Ml 48060
1201 24th Street

(across from P.H. High)
(810) 982-5030
Open 24 hours

Richmond, Ml 48062
67600 Main St67600 Main Street

(586) 727-2800
Special summer hours

St. Clair, Ml 48079
1155 Carney Drive

(810) 329-2606
Special summer hours

YYale, Ml 48097
105 N. Main Street

(810) 387-2112
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Tours of the retired USCGC 
Bramble will resume this 
summer daily, seven days a 
week from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
starting May 1st. The vessel is 
docked at the AV Seaway 
Terminal on Military Street in 
Port Huron.

The ship was purchased by 
Bob and Sara Klinger from the 
Port Huron Museum in 2013 
and was not open to the 
public last year. The Klingers 
along with about 20 retired US 
Coast Guard volunteers have 
been working to restore the 
ship.

The Bramble is one of thirty-
nine 180-foot Seagoing Buoy 
Tenders designed and built in 
the early 1940’s for the US 
Coast Guard. The ship was 
commissioned in 1944.

The Bramble has a rich history. Following World War II 
the Bramble participated in “Operations Crossroads” the 

first test of the atomic bombs 
effect on surface ships at Bikini 
Island. In 1957, along with two 
other cutters, she headed for 
the Northwest Passage, 
traveling through the Bering 
Straits and Arctic Ocean. The 
ships traveled for 64 days and 
were the first to 
circumnavigate the North 
American Continent.

In 1962 the Bramble 
transferred to Detroit to 
perform missions of search 
and rescue, icebreaking and 
law enforcement throughout 
the Great Lakes. In 1975, the 
Bramble reported to Port 
Huron where the cutter’s area 
of responsibility included 
eastern Lake Erie, southern 
Lake Huron and Saginaw Bay 
maintaining 187 buoys, a 

NOAA weather buoy and three fog signals. During winter 
months she was employed as an icebreaker and 
escorted ships through the ice.

Bramble was decommissioned in May of 2003.

Tour groups or individuals have the option of taking the 
Boatswain’s Tour- a general tour of the ship and its 
different areas- or a Commandant’s Tour- an in-depth 
tour of the ship and its history.

Two audio visual stations were added last year to show 
the work the Bramble did in atomic testing and Arctic 
navigation. A radio room plays excerpts from the distress 
calls of the Edmund Fitzgerald.

New for 2015, the Bramble is available for hosting 
special events as well as youth group overnight stays. 
For more information or to book an event, visit  
www.uscgbramble.com

Tours of Bramble Now Available
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1-888-MERCYME      
 mymercy.us
 find us on facebook
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 Exhaust                            Tune Ups
 Brakes                              C.V. Joints & Boots
 Struts & Shocks                 Belts & Hoses
 Starters & Alternators         B.G. Maintenance Flush
 Factory Maintenance Programs
 Front-End Service & Alignment

982-0202
3991 24th Avenue

Port Huron
Corner of M-25 & Krafft
www.tuffyporthuron.com

Rolling over your 401(k) to a State Farm® IRA is 
easy. I can take care of the paperwork while helping 
you with a retirement plan that meets your needs. 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.® 

CALL ME TODAY.

Changing jobs 
or retiring?

Take your retirement savings with you.

1001136.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Brian Carten, Agent
1522 Military Street
Port Huron, MI  48060
Bus: 810-984-1537
www.briancarten.com

Following an absence of 
several years, professional 
hockey will return to Port 
Huron’s McMorran Arena 
this fall.

The Federal Hockey 
League has granted an 
expansion franchise to 
the Blue Water Area that 
will begin with the 2015-
2016 season.  The club, 
owned by Barry Soskin, will 
compete for the Commissioner’s Cup against six other 
FHL opponents from Danville, Illinois, Dayton, Ohio, Steel 
City, Pennsylvania, Watertown, New York, Berkshire, 
Massachusetts, and Danbury, Connecticut.

Soskin is no stranger to the hockey world having 
accumulated over 25 years experience as an owner of 
professional and junior teams spanning North America.

The Federal Hockey League will be entering its sixth 
season of existence and features young prospects that 
have moved up from the college and junior hockey ranks, 
making the move from amateur to professional.  It is 
known as a single A league.

Port Huron has had a 
long love affair with 
professional hockey.  The 
Port Huron Flags played in 
the original International 
Hockey League from 
1962 through 1981 and 
won three Turner Cup 
Championships during their 
tenure. It has been the 
home of North American 
Silver Stick Hockey finals 
since 1963, drawing youth 

hockey teams from all over the continent each January. It 
also has served as the training camp for the Detroit Red 
Wings and St. Louis Blues of the National Hockey League 
& the (UHL) Port Huron Border Cats for 6 years, the Port 
Huron Beacons for two seasons and the Port Huron 
Flags of the UHL for two seaons. The Main Arena is 
currently the home ice for the Port Huron Minor Hockey 
Association, and the Port Huron Figure Skating Club.

Many youth and senior men’s hockey leagues and high 
school teams complete at McMorran Arena and other 
hockey rinks during the season.

Professional Hockey Returns to Port Huron

Vacationland Weather,  
It’s Terrific!
Why is Vacationland so popular in the summer? Perhaps 
it’s the fresh blue waters of the St. Clair River and Lake 
Huron for an afternoon boat ride. Or, it could be the 
sandy beaches and the miles of walkways along the 
beautiful blue waters. Or, it could be that the average 
temperature during the warmest month of July is 70.1 
degrees.

The average Vacationland rainfall per year is 32.07 
inches. The average temperature during the coldest 
winter month, January, is 23.6 degrees - just perfect for 
skating, sledding and ice fishing.
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Great entertainment and fun for the entire family is 
waiting for you along the St. Clair River next to Port 
Huron’s Municipal Office Center at 100 McMorran 
Boulevard.  Grab your blankets and lawn chairs and join 
us for a night full of musical entertainment, food 
vendors, inflatable bouncers, beer tent and wonderful 
family fun! The fun begins at 6:00pm with the main act 
taking the stage at 7:00pm. Join us Thursday evenings  
in August!

August 6 Motortown Allstars  
 (Motown sound)

August 13 Your generation in Concert 
 (featuring 50 Amp Fuse)

August 20  80s Inc. 

August 27 Highwaymen live Tribute  
 (with Willie, Waylon and Johnny  
 as The Highway Men)

Rockin’ the Rivers

Join us Thursday evenings  
in August at the Port Huron  

Municial Office Center!
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The Island Loop 
National Water Trail  
is the first national 
water trail in 
Michigan and one of 
only fourteen in the 
nation. The  
10.2 mile long trail 
traverses four 
different water 
bodies, including the 
Black River, the Black 
River Canal, Lake 
Huron and the  
St. Clair River.

The Island Loop 
provides boaters and 
paddlers with a one-
of-a-kind opportunity to navigate four bodies of water, 
pass by Michigan’s oldest lighthouse and travel 
underneath the Blue Water Bridges.

Begin your journey either at the new Bakers Field Park in 
Port Huron Township or at the North River Road Park in 
Ft. Gratiot Township. Both sites have an ADA accessible 

kayak launch. Head 
downriver and then 
up the Canal 
heading to the east. 
Enter Lake Huron 
after passing under 
the Taintor Gate and 
then paddle under 
the Blue Water 
Bridges, along the 
international border 
with Canada while 
in the St. Clair River. 
Enter the mouth of 
the Black River to 
the west, paddle 
through the City of 
Port Huron and then 

you’re back to where you started from.

Most of the water trail meanders through Fort Gratiot 
Township, Port Huron Township and the City of Port 
Huron.

Waterways along this route are calm and slow, except 
near the Blue Water Bridges. The route is best 
attempted in the morning before weekend recreational 
traffic creates rough water conditions under the Blue 
Water Bridges.

The Taintor Gate at the mouth of the canal closes 
automatically where there is a strong North or Northeast 
wind.  It is open 96% of the time.  Closure protects the 
canal from getting filled up with silt and sand from  
the lake.

The designation of the Island Loop Route is the result of 
the Blueways of St. Clair initiative, a joint project 
between the Metropolitan Planning Commission and the 
Parks and Recreation Commission, funded in part by the 
Michigan Coastal Management Program, Department of 
Environmental Quality Office of the Great Lakes and the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

Island Loop Route National Water Trail

Beavers Canoe Rental

810-650-2364810-650-2364

On Black River at the end of McPhearson Street
Port Huron, Michigan

Canoes

Pontoons

Kayaks

McPherson
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“As a lifelong resident of Port Huron, 
I am uniquely in tune to the health 
insurance needs of St. Clair County. 
When you call, you talk directly with 
me. If I am not in, I will return your 
call shortly. I have been in the Health 
Insurance Business as an agent for 
over 38 years. If you prefer experi-
enced, personal and professional 
attention, call me today for a one-on-
one conversation. You’ll be glad you 
took time to do it right.”

Health Insurance

Grant Smith

•  Chamber Group Plans
•  Cobra Alternatives
•  Major Medical / Prescriptions
•  Critical Illness / Personal 
     Accident Policies
•  Dental, Vision & Maternity
•  Health Savings Accounts
•  Medicare Supplements
•  Long-term Care Policies 
•  Life & Disability Income 
     Insurance
•  Disability Overhead Coverage

Your local, independent agent, since 1978
Certified Health Care Marketplace Agent

“Old Fashioned Service and Affordable Rates”

OFFERING:

•  Employee Benefits
•  Special Policies for Self-Employed
•  HMO’s, PPO’s or Traditional Policies
•  Worksite Voluntary Employee Benefits
•  Michigan Health Ins. Exchange Assistance
•  Individual Health Insurance Policies

Authorized agent for over
20 Quality U.S. Insurance Carriers

Personal, Business & Corporate - Since 1978

810-984-1373

Grant Smith, LUTCF
(Life Underwriter Training 
Counsel Fellow)

(for informed Health Insurance decisions)

www.grantsmith.com

2916 Pine Grove Avenue • Port Huron
at the start of I-94 (Next to Rite Aid)

•OBAMACARE ENROLLMENT
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Emergency Phone Num bers

Port Huron
Police - Fire - Ambulance .......................... Tele phone 911
St. Clair County Sheriff
Emergency 911, all other calls ................. (810) 985-8115
Michigan State Police
Telephone ................................................ 1-800-495-4677

Coast guard - Port Huron
Telephone ................................................. (810) 984-2602
McLaren Port Huron
1221 Pine Grove Ave. ..............................  (810) 987-5000
Local Health Access .................................. (810) 989-3199
Emergency Center .................................... (810) 989-3300
Health Information/ ................................ 1-800-228-1484 
Physician Referral
St. Joseph Mercy Port Huron
2601 Electric Avenue ................................ (810) 985-1500
24-Hour Emergency .................................. (810) 985-1580
Partners at Heart ...................................... (810) 985-1616
Fitrac ......................................................... (810) 985-1800
Marysville
Police - Fire - Ambulance .......................... Telephone 911
St. Clair
Police - Fire - Ambulance .......................... Telephone 911
River District Hospital
4100 S. River Road ................................... (810) 329-7111
Emergency Department ........................... (810) 329-5350
Sarnia, Ontario
Bluewater Health
89 Norman Street ..................................... (519) 464-4400
220 Mitton St. .......................................... (519) 464-4400
Croswell
Police - Fire - Ambulance .......................... Telephone 911 
Sandusky
McKenzie Memorial Hospital
120 Delaware St. ...................................... (810) 648-3770
Yale
Yale Community Health Center
7470 Brockway Rd. ................................... (810) 387-3211

It is our hope that your time in Vacationland is safe from accidents and protected from ill ness es. However, should 
you need help, it can be quickly acquired by dialing the “0” for operator assistance, dialing “911” in those areas with 
such service, or by contacting one of the hos pi tals in the area.
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The Port Huron area finds itself as the location for the 
largest investment in road work in the state this year.  
Construction projects involve everything from the Blue 
Water Bridge to the interstate interchange.  Earlier 
this year, work on the Military Street Bridge over the 
Black River in Port Huron and the M-29 Bridge over the 
Pine River in St. Clair was completed.  The drawbridges 
each received extensive rehabilitation and repainting 
in the three month projects.  Work has been underway 
most recently on the original span of the Blue Water 
Bridge. The bridge, built in 1937, is seeing a complete 
resurfacing on both sides of the border.  During the work 
motorists will find only one lane of traffic open when 
entering each direction crossing the new bridge.  The 
Michigan Department of Transportation hopes to have 
the work finished by early July.

Meanwhile a project that began in late 2013 continues 
this year at the I-94/I-69 interchange. Work on 
eastbound lanes of I-94 and I-69 was largely completed 
last year meaning this year work will center on the 
westbound lanes. Bridge beam placement and other 
events may require some lanes to be detoured. The state 
estimates the entire project will cost around $80 million.  
MDOT hopes to have the work finished by the fall of this 
year.

But wait...there’s more.  Eastbound lanes of l-69 west 
of Port Huron and Wadhams get a redo this year. The 
state has budgeted nearly $50 million to rehabilitate 
11-miles of freeway from Kinney to Taylor Roads in Riley, 
Wales, and Kimball Townships. Three reconstructions of 
interchanges and work on a half dozen bridge structures 
are included in the project which is expected to see most 
of the work done this year. MDOT says they hope to be 
able to budget work for westbound lanes in the same 
area next year.

The state has various ways in which to keep you updated 
on construction work including a new phone app that 
makes the popular MiDrive web site mobile. More 
information is available at mi.gov/mdot.

MDOT Road Work
Welcome to the 61st season of the Town Hall Series. 
Each year, Town Hall presents a series of five programs 
on Monday mornings at 10:30 am at the McMorran 
Place Theatre. The celebrity performances cover a range 
of topics of interest to the community. In conjunction, 
Town Hall also offers a Luncheon Series available to 
those holding lecture tickets. 

Port Huron Town Hall, a non-profit corporation, was 
founded in 1955 with the object of presenting lectures 
and entertainment for cultural, education and charitable 
purposes. We encourage you to experience Town Hall by 
purchasing a series ticket through the McMorran Box 
Office at (800) 858-6166 or (810) 985-6166.

Speakers scheduled this year are:

Monday, October 5, 2015 -  
Stephen Bogart and Cass Warner

Monday, November 9, 2015 -  
Sissy Spacek

Monday, December 14, 2015 -  
The Lennon Sisters 

Monday, February 8, 2016 -  
Jennifer Weiner 

Monday, March 14, 2016  
Jo-Ellen Dimitrius

Town Hall Series
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Huron Lady Cruises in downtown 
Port Huron offer a one-of-a-kind 
experience of the Blue Water 
Area. Hop aboard the Huron Lady 
II and take a 90-minute narrated 
cruise of the St. Clair River and 
hear the story of Port Huron and 
Sarnia’s waterways. The cruise will 
take you into Sarnia Ontario’s 
“North Slip” for an up-close look 
at Great Lakes and ocean-going 
freighters docked here for repair or to load cargo. This 

relaxing cruise will then take you 
under the famed twin Blue Water 
Bridges that connect Port Huron, 
Michigan to Sarnia, Ontario. Then 
it’s out into beautiful Lake Huron 
for a cruise past the Fort Gratiot 
Lighthouse- Michigan’s oldest 
working lighthouse. On the way 
back down river to the Huron 
Lady dock, you’ll hear more 
history of the area, and learn 

about Thomas Edison- one of Port Huron’s historic 
figures. The Huron Lady II is Coast Guard inspected and 
operated by a Great Lakes certified captain and friendly 
crew.

The Huron Lady II offers dinner cruises three nights a 
week.  Mondays and Tuesdays throughout the summer, 
you can enjoy a fun, music-filled cruise down to the 
River Crab Restaurant’s dock. Guests then feast on a 
delectable dinner inside the restaurant, with dessert 
aboard the Huron Lady on the way back to Port Huron. 
Select Thursdays throughout the season, the Huron Lady 
II will also depart from the Thumb Coast Brewing 
Company’s dock in downtown Port Huron and enjoy a 
relaxing cruise and sumptuous dinner for an evening of 
fun on the water.

Many folks rent the Huron Lady II for private parties.  A 
full bar and catering menu is available to create a special 
event that will have your guests talking about it for years 
to come!

Jenny Olsen is part-owner and full-time manager of 
Huron Lady Cruises. Jenny is also Co-Host & Producer of 
Michigan Out-of-Doors TV show that airs weekly in the 
Midwest & Canada. Jenny is able to share her passion 
for the beautiful “Great Lakes State” with all of her 
guests aboard the Huron Lady II. You’ll find her aboard 
the vessel or in the ticket booth all summer long, 
helping folks enjoy this incredible Blue Water Area.

Huron Lady Cruises run from Memorial Day Weekend 
through the end of September. For a full schedule and  
to purchase tickets, visit www.huronlady.com or call 
810-984-1500.

Cruise the Blue
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The Ultimate Luxury Vacation Home
On Beautiful Lake Huron

Eastern Michigan’s most breathtaking accommodation...
Fabulous panoramic views of Lake Huron from every floor, 

where the lake is just steps out your door.

Create Memories To Last A Lifetime...
This charming 9.000 sq. ft. lakefront home is available year round
for reunions, executive retreats, workshops, stay-cations & more!

Luxury Scrapbooking & Crafters Weekend  Retreat Specials 
Starting at $65 per person

www.thekingscottagebb.com
Port Sanilac, Michigan • 810.650.7273 •  info@thekingscottagebb.com

 Hours: Mon-Sun: 9:00am -6:00pm
 

 TOP SOIL - MULCH - SHRUBS - TREES
ANNUALS - PERENNIALS - FIREWOOD

CAMPING SUPPLIES - PROPANE FILL STATION

• LANDSCAPE DESIGN & DELIVERY
• UNIQUE GIFTS

7269 LAKESHORE ROAD 
LAKEPORT, MICHIGAN

www.brownsnorthlandgardens.com

Ask About Our Beautiful  Greenhouse Rental

810-385-5580

810.325.1814

A beautiful lawn 
doesn’t happen by itself

Making the World 
a Greener Place!

Liquid Fertilizing - Insecticides - Weed Control
Aerating - Fungicides - Tree & Shrub Care

7269 LAKESHORE ROAD, LAKEPORT 
810-385-5580

MAKE SURE YOU LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
TO SEE OUR ENTIRE MENU

RIBS - JERKY - BRISKET - SMOKED FISH
FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS: 11AM-7PM

PARTY TRAYS AVAILABLE:
SOLD BY THE POUND

PULLED PORK - BRISKET - BEANS
POTATO SALAD - COLE SLAW

Stop in to see our exquisite & unique 
greenhouse rental space for that special occasion!
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North Branch
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Harrison
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Linwood
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Gratiot

Lexington

Port 
Huron

Smiths 
Creek

Kimball

Memphis

The city of Port Huron owns and operates 17 
waterfront areas containing 102 acres and 3 1/2  
miles of water frontage; two public beaches, six 
parks with picnic facilities and nine scenic turnout 
sites. Port Huron operates the largest municipal 
marina system in the state and has five separate 
locations for boat mooring.

Lakeside Park – 1050 feet of water frontage with clean, 
sandy beaches. Playground facilities, picnic areas and 
restrooms. Beach volleyball and lots of boats anchoring 
off shore.

Lighthouse Park – one of the most historic parks in the 
area with 900 feet of waterfront and beach.

Thomas edison Park – is one of our newer and more 
popular areas with 3800 ft. of waterfront.

Blue Water Bridge Park – provides another 900 feet of 
observation deck at a scenic turnout right under the 
Blue Water Bridge. 

Pine grove Park – One of our older and most popular 
parks. Picnic areas, softball diamond, playground 
equipment, horseshoe and shuffleboard courts. While 
there, visit:

•	 veterans’ Memorial, originally a military cemetery 
for Fort Gratiot, where you can view the Veterans’ 
memorial that was erected to honor veterans of all 
the wars. 

•	 Children’s Peace garden, is on the world’s longest, 
unprotected international border. It was dedicated 
in 1985 in recognition of two young girls, Samantha 
Smith of the United States and Katerina Lycheva of 
Russia, who promoted global peace.

Sanborn Park – 12 outdoor lighted tennis courts, an 
outdoor pool facility that boasts a “toddler pool”, 
dressing room facilities, diving area, swim classes, swim 
team, swim exercise, etc. This park has playground 
equipment, a baseball diamond, basketball courts and 
picnic tables. 

Court Street Park and Swimming Pool – offers a 
wonderful swimming pool and “toddler pool” with 
dressing room facilities. Tennis courts adjoin the area 
and connects with Memorial Stadium and the Port 
Huron High School field and track facility. 

Palmer Park – hosts a Recreation Center building where 
the recreation staff is housed. The wooded park has 
playground equipment and picnic areas for families. 

Port Huron Parks
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The Mansfield Tot Lot – on Stone Street at Elk is truly a 
joy for children. A large play structure provides room for 
many to climb, slide and crawl. 

Lincoln Park – on Electric and Military between North 
and South Blvd., is a lovely area with 9.8 acres of variety. 
Outdoor tennis and basketball courts, playground 
equipment and picnic tables. 

gratiot Park – is a neighborhood park with 1.8 acres of 
playground equipment and basketball courts.

Optimist Park – contains a softball field, an outdoor 
skating rink, playground, a shelter and picnic facilities.

White Park – is adjacent to Woodrow Wilson School, 
with swings, ballfield, soccer field and basketball.

Haynes Park – close to downtown marinas; with a 
children’s playscape and basketball courts.

Tot Lot 11th and Division – a neighborhood park with 
play equipment and safety features for the children.

knox Field – at 24th and Dove has a myriad of facilities 
with two softball fields (one lighted).

16th and Dove Park – contains two softball fields, three 
tennis courts and wooded walking areas.

P.H. Parks (Cont’d)

Michigan

Algonac .............. 27 mi. 
Avoca ................. 17 mi.
Chicago ............ 329 mi.
Croswell ............. 28 mi.
Detroit ............... 57 mi.
Emmett .............. 15 mi.
Flint.................... 69 mi.
Lexington ........... 21 mi.
Marine City ........ 21 mi.
Marysville .............6 mi.
Peck ................... 33 mi.
Richmond .......... 19 mi.
St. Clair .............. 13 mi.
Yale .................... 24 mi.

Ontario

Bayfield .............. 75 mi. 
Chatham ............ 50 mi. 
Corunna ................7 mi. 
Grand Bend ....... 50 mi. 
London .............. 62 mi. 
Petrolia .............. 20 mi. 
Sombra .............. 21 mi. 
Stratford ............ 96 mi. 
Toronto ............ 194 mi. 
Watford ............. 20 mi. 
Wallaceburg....... 34 mi. 
Windsor ............. 99 mi.

How Many Miles To?
(Distances measured from the Blue Water 

Bridge at Port Huron, Michigan  
and Sarnia, Ontario)
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Firewood, Propane
Refills, and ALL

your nursery and 
gardening needs

all year long.

Meldrum Brothers
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTER

29500 23 Mile Road, New Baltimore, MI 48047

586-949-9220 • meldrumbros.weebly.com

facebook.com/meldrum.b.gardencenter

Look for the Red Barn.

29500 23 Mile Road • New Baltimore, Michigan 48047
586-949-9220 • meldrumbros.weebly.com
facebook.com/meldrum.b.gardencenter

Look for the 
Red Barn

Propane Refills
Firewood

Ice harvesting was the second largest 
industry in the United States at one 
time. Knowlton’s Ice Museum has the 
largest collection of ice tools and 
implements in the nation that date 
from the early 1800s to the early 
1900s. From old ice picks to horse 
drawn ice wagons, visitors experience 
real history brought to life. 

Located in downtown Port Huron, the museum boasts 
over 10,000 sq. ft. and displays over 5,000 items. Six 
horse drawn ice wagons are centerpieces. 

Michigan was one of the main sources of ice harvesting 
because in those times people cherished the clear blue 
ice harvested from the beautiful Great Lakes. In the 
winter months farmers would make money to feed their 
families by working on the ice fields (rivers and lakes). 
Using primitive ice tools, they would scrape snow off of 
the field, measure ice thickness, and saw ice cakes or 
blocks of ice. The 300 lb. blocks would then be loaded 
onto horse drawn flat -bed type wagons and moved off 
the ice field. The ice was stacked and packed inside the 
ice house. Sawdust was used for insulation and placed in 
between layers of ice. 

Once a luxury, ice became a common household and 
business commodity by 1900. The ice delivery man 
would weigh ice blocks and deliver ice by horse drawn 
covered wagon to homes and businesses. An ice box 
was used to keep food fresh. As time went on and the 
natural ice industry boomed, hand saws were replaced 
by horse drawn saws and then later gasoline powered 
saws. There were over 30 ice companies between 1871 
and 1960 in Port Huron alone. The museum has actual 
video footage for visitors to view of many of these 
processes as the industry developed throughout the 
years. Besides being used for cooling beverages, ice was 
commonly used in hospitals for medical supplies. Meat 
shops and small grocery type general stores used ice to 
keep and sell meats and other grocery items. By the 
1920s many of the waters were too polluted to use ice 
for consumption but it was still used for keeping food 

and medical supplies cold. 

As electricity became available, the 
use of electric refrigerators replaced 
the old ice box so the natural ice 
industry fizzled out. What developed 
in the early 1900s was artificial ice 
manufacturing with the invention of 
ice making machines that froze water 
through an aeration process. Once 

frozen, the ice was broken up, packaged and stored in 
freezers to sell. Knowlton’s Ice Museum of North 
America houses equipment from all eras of the natural 
ice industry and the beginning of the artificial ice 
industry.

Mickey Knowlton, founder of Knowlton’s Ice Museum  
of North America, has dedicated much of his life in an 
effort to keep this forgotten industry alive. He actually 
started his own ice company in his garage back in the 
late 1960s when he was a home delivery milk man. He 
was 48 years old and knew the home delivery of dairy 
products was on the brink of ending as neighborhood 
party stores took over and sold the same products. He 
grew his ice business for over 37 years and by the time 
he sold his company to Arctic Glacier in 2004 he was 85 
years old. At the time he had three manufacturing plants 
and several distribution areas throughout Michigan that 
made ice. He sold his packaged ice in 7lb. or 25 lb. bags 
to companies like Detroit Metro Airport and grocery 
chains such as Kroger and Meijer. 

The museum’s collection also includes: antique cars, an 
antique ice truck, license plate collection, milk industry 
bottle collection and milk trucks, antique collection of 
hundreds of dolls and buggies and a gift shop.

The museum is located at 317 Grand River Ave., Port 
Huron. A small admission charge is requested. Guided 
tours are available for kids and adults. 

Open June thru September: Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. October through May: 
Saturday 11 am. to 5 p.m. For more information or to 
make a group appointment call 810.987.5441.

Knowlton’s Ice Museum
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Six Lighthouses 
in the Blue

Freighter Watching
Blue Water River Walk

Discover
Discover 
140 Miles 
of Eastern 
Michigan 
Shoreline
Things to Do
Beaches & Boardwalks
Parks & Trails
Arts & Culture
Golfing

Boating
Marinas
Kayaking & Canoeing
Fishing

Shopping 
& Dining
Boutiquing & Antiquing
Waterfront & Unique Dining

Blue Water Area  
Convention & Visitors Bureau

Official Visitor’s Guide

BlueWater.org
800.852.4242

Clay l Algonac l Marine City l St. Clair l Marysville l Port Huron
Lexington l Port Sanilac l Harbor Beach l Port Austin

®
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There are many bike trails in St. Clair 
County. When choosing a trail, make 
sure it is safe and fun for the whole 
family. The McLaren Port Huron Helmet 
Safety Committee recommends the 
Bridge to Bay Trail or the Wadhams 
to Avoca Trail. Both trails have much 
to offer for families with young, 
inexperienced riders.

The Bridge to Bay Trail extends from 
Port Huron on Lake Michigan, south 
to Algonac along the St. Clair River. 
The longest continuous sections lie 
south of Port Huron to Marysville and 
between St. Clair and Marine City. The trail surface 
is a mix of boardwalks, asphalt paths, rail-trails and 
safety paths, which are best for bike riding families. 
The trail links neighborhoods, state and local parks, 
beaches, museums, lighthouses, commercial districts, 
schools and government centers. Choosing either 
section is recommended for small, first time riders. This 
section offers easy riding while keeping the little ones 
entertained; there is lots to see and do while enjoying 
the woodlands and wetlands.

The Wadhams to Avoca Trail offers a variety of 
opportunities for walkers, rollerbladers, bikers and even 

horseback riders. The scenic beauty of 
the Wadhams to Avoca Trail also makes 
it great place to do some bird watching 
or see the fall colors. The centerpiece 
of the trail is Mill Creek Trestle. Four 
overlook areas have also been installed 
on the trestle so trail users can enjoy 
the beautiful views up and down Mill 
Creek Valley. At the south end of the trail 
in Kimball Township, over five miles of 
trail have been paved starting at McLain 
Road running southeast to Griswold 
Road. This is where we recommend 
beginning your ride. The paved section 

of the trail passes through a developing residential area 
and is already being heavily used by residents. To ensure 
user safety, a traffic signal was installed at the Wadhams 
Road crossing.

It’s recommended that all riders wear helmets while 
enjoying the trails. If you don’t have one, contact the 
McLaren Port Huron Foundation at 810-989-3776. The 
Foundation sells them at cost of $5 and has all sizes 
available from toddler to adult. The office hours are 
Monday-Friday, 8:00a.m.-4:30p.m. Remember, children 
are 17% more likely to wear their helmet if their parents 
wear a helmet.

Be Safe on Vacationland Trails
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Mention Michigan wines and 
generally one’s thoughts initially 
conjure up visions of vineyards on 
the western side of the state.  But did 
you know that the Mitten’s sunrise 
side also provides several places 
where you can uncork your inner 
wine connoisseur- and all within a 
short drive?

The Thumbs Up Wine Trail includes 
12 vintners stretching north from 
Bad Axe to Harrison Township, and 
as far west as Rochester. The group is 
dedicated to raising awareness of the 
wine industry in the Thumb region as 
well as Southeast Michigan.

The Trail membership includes four 
wineries located right in the heart of 
the Blue Water Area: 

•	 green Barn Winery,  
775 N. Wadhams Road, Smiths Creek

•	 Sandy Shores Winery, 5697 Harris Road, Jeddo

•	 3 north vines, 5940 Peach Road, Croswell 

•	 Sage Creek Winery, 80890 Main St., Memphis

The other wineries include:

l Dizzy Daisy Winery,  
 1288 Crown Road, Bad Axe

l Washington Street Wine House,  
 50969  Washington St.,   
 New Baltimore

l Superior Lakes Hand-Crafted  
 Mead & Wine, 36241 Jefferson,  
 Harrison Township

l Filipa Marc Winery, 39085  
 Garfield Road, Clinton Township

l Westview  Orchards Adventure  
 Farm & Winery, 65075  Van Dyke,  
 Washington Township

l village Winery, 134 W. St. Clair,  
 Romeo 

l Blake’s Ciderhouse and Winery,  
   17985 Armada Center Rd., Armada.

Each of the wineries has their individual specialty and 
offer wine tasting to visitors. So follow the trail and 
uncork your inner connoisseur! 

For more information, log onto ThumbsUpMI.com or find 
them on Facebook at Facebook.com/ThumbsUpMI.

Vacationland Tastes of Wine

#11Do your “wining” with us!

sagecreekwinery.net • 810-392-5008

Over 30 
Wines Available

Buy by the bottle, 
case or batch

Gift Certificates

#9

Located in Orchard Market • Jeddo
810-327-6394 • mccallumorchard.com

Photos of Green Barn Winery

In celebration of Craft Beer, Wolverine Market Port 
Huron and Citizens for a Vibrant Community announce 
the 3rd Annual Beer Festival, simply called “Fall Beer 
Festival”, held in Kiefer Park in Port Huron, Michigan on 
September 26, 2015. This event will be an amazing 
experience in taste and sound including hot music to 
compliment the cool brews and the beautiful view on 
the banks of the St. Clair River, overlooking Lake Huron 
to the north. Over 25 breweries from Michigan, the Blue 
Water Area (and a few others thrown in for good 
measure) will showcase their unique brews. Over 100 

beers to sample!  The focus of the fall festival is the 
promotion of craft beers and the brewers who create 
them. This event is the perfect opportunity for beer 
aficionados, beer lovers and the casual beer drinker to 
speak to company representatives and brewers 
responsible for some of their favorite brews. And it’s an 
opportunity to discover and taste new brews and special 
“Limited Release” beers and ales. Mark your calendar 
now for September 26th. Keep an eye on  
www.wolverinemarketporthuron.com for more 
information or call 810.982.0966.

3rd Annual Beer Festival
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When the 
popular website 
BoatNerd.com 
got its start in 
1995, it was a 
hobby project 
for its founder, 
Neil Schultheiss, 
and an outlet 
for his casual 
interest in lake 
boats.

Today Boatnerd.
com is a very 
comprehensive 
website with 
information 
about ships and 
the Great Lakes. 
You can even 
track your 
favorite ship 
with the AIS 
feature on the 
site. Boatnerds.
com will also 
give you 
information 
about vessels passing through the Lakes, facts and 
figures on just about any shipping topic, current news 
and lots of photos of Great Lakes and foreign vessels.

Dedicated to Great Lakes shipping and the Great Lakes  
in general, BoatNerd has since grown into a community 
website that averages over 27,000 visitors a day and 
more than 2.25 million page views each month. It offers 
an on-line archive of more than 210,000 vessel images, 
sponsors gatherings of ship enthusiasts at various 
locations around the Great Lakes, and even has a  
real-world headquarters at the Great Lakes Maritime 

Center in Port 
Huron, 
Michigan. In 
2006, BoatNerd 
was turned over 
to a 501 (c)(3) 
non-profit 
Corporation 
which operates 
the sites today 
with a small 
army of 
volunteers 
updating and 
creating new 
content.

One of 
BoatNerd’s most 
popular 
components is a 
daily news page 
that reports on 
the comings and 
goings of lake 
vessels, port 
news and other 
industry 
concerns such 

as water levels and invasive species, as well as what 
ships have been renamed, sold or are headed for scrap.

In addition, BoatNerd maintains more than a dozen AIS 
reporting stations around the Great Lakes that collect 
vessel positions electronically and makes that 
information available on the site.

Visitors can also participate in online forums, such as an 
information search and post their own boat picture for 
others to see, the latter remains a popular aspect of the 
site. Parts of the BoatNerd site were inspired by the 
‘Know Your Ships’ freighter guide book.

Food With Attitude!
Every Week from 5 to 7
Join for a one time fee of $10! 
$10 bottles of wine on Wed. from 5 - 7, 
FREE appetizer buffet & a FREE glass of 
wine on Friday or Saturday with dinner.

Wine Club Wednesdays

321 Huron Avenue 
Downtown Port Huron

BANQUET & COURTYARD SEATING

810-966-0345

Boatnerd.com
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3910 Lapeer Rd, Port Huron • 810-982-8575 • www.flagship.org

For all your lending needs:
Auto Loans • Mortgage & Home Equity Loans • Business Loans • Signature Loans 

Visa & Debit Cards • Sallie Mae Student Loans • Free Online Bill Pay
Member of COOP network with access to 30,000 fee free ATM’s nationwide and new ATM at our main office

Come talk to us, we’ve been listening and meeting our member’s needs since 1959.

Marina Fa cil i ties in Port Huron
Port Huron offers one of the 
largest marina facilities on the 
Great Lakes... with docking for 
over 350 vessels in the immediate 
area.

Desmond Marine and the River 
Street Marina are managed and 
operated by Acheson Ventures. 
Desmond Marine is located at the 
mouth of the Black River. Among 
Desmond Marine’s amenities 
are marine supplies, pump-outs, 
gas and hi-speed diesel fueling 
stations, rack ‘n’ launch, heated 
and cold inside storage, mast-up 
storage, professional mechanical, 
electronics, canvas, upholstery and 
boat brokerage services.

Desmond Marine also has two 
10-ton marine forklifts on site for 
rack ‘n’ launch service and a newly constructed 30,000 
square foot inside heated storage facility. Along with 
this new building, Desmond Marine has added a new 55 
ton marine travel lift and a 23 ton self-propelled mobile 

trailer. For information call  
810-982-3990 or visit  
www.desmondmarine.com.

River Street Marina has the State 
reservation system for their 
docking facilities in Port Huron. 
You can call 800-44-PARKS, 
the Harbormaster’s office for 
reservations at 810-984-9746 or 
visit midnrreservations.com.

There are many transit docking 
spaces along the Black River 
in the heart of downtown 
Port Huron. You can spend the 
afternoon or evening enjoying 
many fine restaurants and 
entertainment venues just a short 
walk from your boat.

Bridge Harbor Marina, located 
right next to I-94 at the Water Street exit, is a private 
facility with both transient and seasonal wells available. 
Bridge Harbor features a friendly atmosphere with a 
heated pool, jacuzzi and tennis courts. For information 
and reservations call 810-982-2492.
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In its first two years Blue Water 
SandFest has been a huge success, 
with over 21,000 people attending 
and over $88,000 raised to fund 
restoration work at the Fort Gratiot 
Light Station County Park.  This year, 
SandFest returns again to the park 
from July 3rd through July 5th, and it 
promises to be bigger and better than 
ever with additional sculptors and 
amateur sculpting plots.

This three day family oriented event 
has something for everyone.  SandFest 
will feature six master and eight 
advanced amateur sand sculptors 
from across North America, competing 
for the Michigan State Championship 
in their respective levels.  There will 
also be an Amateur Contest held on 
Saturday, July 4th, using the same sand as the Masters 
and Advanced Amateurs that is open to the public. Enjoy 
live music all three days of the event along with a 
concert Saturday night featuring Alan Turner and the 
Steel Horse Band, watch sand sculpting demonstrations 
with hands on lessons, a quick sand competition and a 

Kid’s Zone round out the festivities. 
And while you’re visiting SandFest, 
don’t forget to take a guided tour and 
climb the oldest lighthouse in 
Michigan (closed toe shoes required), 
or shop in the gift shop, located just 
inside the main gate to the park.

SandFest is produced by the Sand 
Lovers of Fort Myers FL, a 
professional sand sculpting and event 
management company and is hosted 
by the Friends of the Fort Gratiot 
Lighthouse, Port Huron Museum and 
Saint Clair County PARC.  The average 
sculpture can be 15 feet by 15 feet 
wide and 12 feet high. Approximately 
400 tons of “strong” sculpting sand is 
being donated by Mid Michigan 
Materials, Inc. of Jeddo Michigan for 

use in the competitions and Kid’s Zone.

Free parking is available at the St. Clair County 
Community College parking lot near the MTEC Center 
and the Blue Water Trolley will provide free 
transportation to and from the park.

This year there will be two free Welcome Days on 
Wednesday, July 1st and Thursday, July 2nd that are 
open to the public.  Come and watch as the Master Sand 
Sculptors “Pound Up” and then do a “Group Carve” of 
the large Welcome Sculpture, complete with supporter 
logos.  Admission cost is $5.00 on Friday, July 3rd 
through Sunday, July 5th while the sand sculpting 
competition is occurring, children 4 and under are free. 
Event and park hours are 10:00am to 6:00pm Friday and 
Saturday, and 10:00am to 4:00pm Sunday.  Concert and 
park hours Saturday night are 7:00pm to 10:30pm. 

All proceeds raised from Blue Water SandFest will be 
used for the renovation and restoration of the historic 
buildings on the grounds of the Fort Gratiot Light Station 
County Park, 2802 Omar St., Port Huron.

$72

Blue Water SandFest



Vacationland 2015  |  Page 47

Daly’s
Pit

Stop

1635 Pine Grove • Port Huron

810.984.KEGS
(Turn on to Whipple at the Train Tracks)

You Stop, We Grab, You Go!
Beer - Pop - Snacks - Cigarettes & More

Ben Coburn 
WBTI Program Director

It’s hard to believe, but I’ve been 
working for 96.9 WBTI at RadioFirst 
since November 2005. It’s crazy to 
think that’s it’s nearly been 10 years 
since I’ve moved my life here. Doing 
what I do for a living, and not having 
children (yet) I could choose to live 
and work anywhere. I choose to live 

here because I love what I do, where I work, where I live, 
and most everything about this community.

Working for this group of radio stations is fun and rewarding 
for a variety of reasons. Here, you actually get to know your 
listeners, and they get to know you. There’s a true sense of 
community in the Blue Water area.

Being involved with the RadioFirst group of radio stations, 
you get to have fun, while giving back. I’m fortunate enough 
to be able to volunteer for events that happen throughout 
the year; The March for Babies, various events with The 
Blue Water Young Professionals, Gus Macker, and other 
things that come up around the year. Taking a day off, or 
coming in late, or leaving early to help with a community 
event is never an issue here. In fact, it’s encouraged. Yes, 
it’s fun to be on the radio! However, I personally find the 
behind the scenes work just as rewarding. We’ve recently 
created a new radio station for Port Huron which I’m proud 
to have had a little hand in building. Check it out at 105.5, 
or listen to me in the afternoons on 96.9 WBTI.
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A visit to Port Huron isn’t complete 
without a visit to McMorran Place, 
the Blue Water Area’s largest 
sports and entertainment venue. 
And, a trip to McMorran Place isn’t 
complete without a trip to the top 
of the McMorran Tower.

Standing 150’ tall, the McMorran 
Tower is literally the most visible 
landmark in the Port Huron area 
and can be seen for miles around. 
Those who “Top the Tower” 
will climb 180 steps and will be 
rewarded with spectacular views of 
the Blue Water Area and beyond. 
There is a $2 charge for climbing 
the tower and visitors need to 
check in at the box office.

The tower is only one reason why visitors to Port Huron 
are drawn to McMorran. The civic center, first opened 
in the early 1960s, is home to two ice rinks, meeting/
banquet rooms, and a full theatre facility. 

Wedding receptions, sporting events, concerts, theatrical 
productions, conventions and trade shows all take place 
at McMorran.

The civic center is a year-
round hub of activity in the 
community, partnering with 
other organizations to bring 
entertainment and people to 
downtown.

McMorran Place is the home base 
for the Port Huron Minor Hockey 
Association and will have a team 
playing in the Federal Hockey 
League beginning this fall. The  
FHL is a Class A Pro League and 
will play a 56-game schedule.

The McMorran Theatre is the 
center for performing arts in 
the Blue Water Area. The Port 
Huron Civic Theatre, the Port 
Huron Town Hall Lecture Series, 

the International Symphony Orchestra and the St. Clair 
County Community College Symphonic Band all call the 
McMorran Theatre home.

 PARTY EXPRESS

937 OAK STREET, PORT HURON
810-982-1844

C H I C K E N  -  R I B S  -  P I Z Z A

WWW.PARTYEXPRESSDELIVERS.COM

Best Carry-Out Chicken & Nachos

BEER  •  WINE  •  FULL MENU
FROM OUR STORE TO YOUR DOOR OR BOAT WELL!

L AT E  N I G H T 
D E L I V E R Y 

U N T I L  3 A M

McMorran Civic Center

McMorran Place is busy 363 days of the year.  
For a complete schedule of events, check out  
www.McMorran.com, or call 810-985-6166.
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Chad Noetzel 
is the captain 
at the helm of 
TowBoat US of 
Port Huron, the 
on-the-water 
towing service 
that gives 
boaters and 

anglers a reliable way to call for assistance when their 
boats break down on the water.

Capt. Noetzel can provide assistance with towing, drop 
off some gas or give a jumpstart to your vessel.

Stationed at the mouth of Black River in Port Huron his 
24’ Willard response boat is ready to go at a moment’s 
notice, fully rigged for marine towing and salvage work 
including extra fuel, engine fluids, drive gear and more.

Recreational boaters, sailors and anglers can call 
TowBoat US Port Huron 24 hours a day at  
(810) 334-5217 or through the BoatUS dispatch service 
800 391-4869 or by hailing on VHF channel 16.

TowBoat US - Port Huron

Ben Coburn

Kelly Clarkson

Sean Michaels

Conrad

Ed Sheeran

Maroon 5

Listen Live 
at wbti.com

Find 
us on &

Today’s Hit Music!

96.9
WBTI

Meghan 
Trainor

Rachel Kelly

Matt
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Boat 
dockage 

with 
ladders

Best Hamburgers in Town    Happy Hour Specials
All You Can Eat Fish & Chips Every Friday

Entertainment on the Weekends
Boaters Welcome

Port Huron’s Famous
Zebra Lounge/Bowl-O-Drome

on the Black River 

This year’s show in 
Port Huron will be the 
weekend after Labor Day 
weekend, September 
11 and 12. The show 
kicks off for boaters 
Friday, September 11th, 
afternoon with a cruise 
down the St. Clair River 
to St Clair’s Voyageur 
Restaurant for dinner.

The public boat show 
is Saturday, September 

12th, at the River St. Marina on the Black River between 
7th and 10th Streets. Free antique boat rides will be 
offered from 11am until 2 pm. This was a huge success in 
2014 as more than 200 men; women and children took 
advantage of the free rides.

The theme of the show this year will be race boats and 
the famous Miss America X will be in attendance on land 
display.

The famous boat designer and racer, Gar Wood, won 
the 1931 Harmsworth trophy in Miss America IX. Britain 
knew that it needed a better boat and designed Miss 
England Ill. Gar Wood knew he had to come up with a 
faster boat for the 1932 Harmsworth race. He began 
in January of 1932 to build a new boat which was to 
become Miss America X. It was a 38’ Mahogany hull 
with 4 Packard V-12 engines, with 2 in line on the right 
side and the other 2 in line on the left side. Each pair of 
engines were directly connected by a gearbox designed 
by Gar Wood to create in fact a 24 cylinder engine 
driving a propeller. The engines were supercharged to 
the limit and consumed a fuel mixture of benzol, alcohol 
and gasoline and burned 10 gallons per mile. The 4 
engines had a combined horsepower of 7600 hp. The 
completed boat weighed 8 tons.

Gar Wood met the British challenge in Miss America X 
and won the Harmsworth in 1932 and again in 1933. 

He retired from racing at this point. Between 1920 and 
1933, Gar Wood’s boats won every Harmsworth trophy 
and Gar Wood himself piloted the boats in every race but 
one.

On September 20, 1932 Gar Wood set a new speed 
record with Miss America X at 124.86 mph. This was 
the average speed of 2 runs, one upstream and one 
downstream. The run was conducted on the St.Clair 
River just north of Algonac.

Miss America X was painstakingly restored by the Maye 
Boat and Aero plane works of Fair Haven, Michigan. It is 
owned by Detroit boating enthusiast and historian  
Mr. Henry Mistele.

Registration forms for boaters to participate in the Port 
Huron show will be available in late April on the website:    
www.michacbs.com/events/shows/port-huron-boat-
show. Please contact Leroy Stevens at 810-987-3755 or  
Larry Krabach at 810-434-2540 with any questions.

Blue Water Antique & Classic Boat Show



Vacationland 2015  |  Page 51

We specialize in unique homes
   for unique people...like you.

You can be part of something 
MORE at the YMCA of the Blue 
Water Area. The Y is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
strengthening the community. 
With a focus on developing the 
potential of kids, improving 
individual health and well-
being, and giving back and 
supporting our neighbors, your 
participation will bring about 
meaningful change not just within yourself, but in your 
community, too.

When you join the Y, you join a community organization 
that offers more health, more hope, and more 
opportunity:

•	 Parents	find	a	safe,	nurturing	environment	for	their	
children to stay active, be engaged and learn positive 
values.

•	 Families	come	together	to	have	fun	and	spend	
quality time with each other.

•		 Children	and	teens	play,	develop	self-confidence	and	
know they are accepted.

•				Adults	connect	with	friends,	pursue	interests	and	 
     learn how to live healthier.

•			People	from	all	backgrounds	and	walks	of	life	come 

     together to volunteer and  
     help our community  
     become stronger.

•			We	all	build	relationships	 
     that further our sense of  
     belonging and purpose.

As one of the first YMCAs 
in Michigan, the Y seeks 
to ensure that everyone, 
regardless of age, income 

or background, has an opportunity to learn, grow and 
thrive. The Y is the largest single provider of health, 
wellness, fitness, and child care in the Blue Water Area, 
serving more than 20,000 people a year. Most programs 
are open to the public, membership is not required to 
participate. In addition, the Y is part of the national 
Y-AWAY program, welcoming members from Ys around 
the country.

Overlooking the St. Clair River in the Desmond Landing 
area of Port Huron, the Y offers a wide variety of 
programs and services for the entire family. With 
competitive and recreation pools, multi-sport gym, Duffy 
Wellness Center, aerobics studio, and Child Watch and 
Kid Zone services, there is something for everyone at  
the Y.

To learn more about the YMCA of the Blue Water Area, 
visit www.bluewaterymca.com. The Y. So Much More.

YMCA of the Blue Water Area
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The Great Lakes 
Maritime Center 
(Maritime Center) 
offers a variety of 
opportunities to 
learn about the 
history and current 
events of the 
Great Lakes. Video 
formats, displays, 
and speaker 
programs present 
a wide range of 
information.

Inside the 
Maritime Center, 
you’ll also meet 
“Freighter Frank” 
Frisk and his world headquarters for BoatNerd.com. It is 
the most widely-used website for Great Lakes maritime 
information.

Looking for a snack, lunch, or a cup of coffee and donut?  
Try the Maritime Center’s Waterfront Deli!

A live underwater camera (also inside) lets you view 

activity under 
the St. Clair River. 
Plus, a displayed 
schedule of ship 
travels - in actual 
time - is available.  
The Maritime 
Center is at the 
junction of the 
Black and St. 
Clair Rivers. You 
can watch giant 
freighters pass 
right in front of 
you - less than 
a quarter mile 
away. You can sit 
on a sun-soaked 

deck outside or - in the winter - watch from inside the 
Maritime Center.

The great Lakes Maritime Center is open daily, except 
holidays. Summer hours (8 a.m. to 8 p.m.): Memorial 
Day thru Labor Day.  Winter hours (8 a.m. to 6 p.m.): 
Labor Day thru Memorial Day. (810) 985-4817.

Visit the Maritime Center at Vantage Point

Photo by “Freighter Frank” Frisk
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The parks of Port Huron have something for everyone:  
swimming, sunbathing, boating, beaches, pools, 
picnicking, playgrounds and lots of water. 

Lakeside Park
On the clear waters of Lake Huron, Lakeside Park  
boasts 1050 feet of water frontage with clean sandy 
beaches.  No lifeguards are on duty during the summer 
season. Lots of playground facilities, picnic areas, beach 
volleyball and restrooms are available. On the weekends 
you will find lots of boats anchoring offshore to enjoy 
the swimming and socializing. It is located just north of 
Holland Avenue and Gratiot Avenue intersection. A 
parking fee is in effect from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Lighthouse Park
This is one of the most historic parks in the area with 
900 feet of waterfront and beach on Lake Huron. 
Lighthouse Park is not recommended for swimming, due 
to the deep water and strong current. No lifeguards are 
on duty during the season. Picnic areas are available and 
the sunbathing is great. It is located at 3002 Conger 
Street, close to the newly renovated and opened  
Ft. Gratiot Lighthouse.

Court Street City Swimming Pool
Court Street offers a wonderful swimming pool and 
toddler pool with dressing room facilities. Tennis courts 
adjoin the area and the whole area connects with 
Memorial Stadium and the Port Huron High School field 
and track facility. A summer favorite located at 2025 
Court Street in Port Huron’s south end.

Sanborn Park City Pool
Sanborn Park has great variety in its almost 42 acres, 
with 12 outdoor lighted tennis courts, an outdoor pool 
facility that boasts a toddler pool, dressing room 
facilities, diving area, swim classes, swim team, swim 
exercise and more.  This heavily wooded area also has 
playground equipment, a baseball diamond, outdoor 
basketball courts and picnic tables. It is located at the 
intersection of Sanborn and Pine Grove Avenue on Port 
Huron’s north end.

Swimming  
and Beaches
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810-982-3990
DesmondMarine.com

810-984-9746
Call Channel: 9 • RiverStMarina.com

•  Just minutes from St. Clair River & Lake Huron
•  Over 60 combined years of operator experience
•  Clean & secure inside heated facility
•  55-Ton Travelift / 23-Ton mobile trailer
•  Rack ‘N Launch service / Two 10-Ton forklifts
•  Full-service fueling stations / Ethanol-free available
••  Mechanical, electrical, upholstery services
•  Boat brokerage services

Port Huron, Michigan’s

E X P E R I E N C E

BLACK
 RIVER

River Street Marina is nestled on the banks of
the Black River, with 150 slips in the heart of
Downtown Port Huron, Michigan.

• Immaculate Restrooms with A/C
• Complimentary Local Shuttle
• Seasonal & Transient Slips
• Fueling Station: Gas/Diesel/Pump-outs• Fueling Station: Gas/Diesel/Pump-outs
• 30 & 50 amp Electrical Service
• Near Shopping, Dining & Entertainment

OUR NEW HEATED STORAGE
BUILDING IS NOW OPEN

Features include:

Vacationland’s link is strong with the sea, agriculture and the 
military. You can see from the museum listing below that — 
whatever your interest in history — you will find a place for 
learning more about it without going too far.
Algonac - Clay Township Historical Society Log Cabin- 4710 
Pointe Tremble Rd., Algonac  (810) 794-9015. Open the fourth 
Sunday in June to the public with craft and quilt shows and ice 
cream social. 1-4 p.m., open other times by request. www.
algonac-clay-history.org.
Algonac - Clay Township Historical Society Museum  
1240 St. Clair River Dr., Algonac (810) 794-9015. Open year-
round, Saturday-Sunday, 1 -4 p.m.; June-Aug., Wednesday,   
7- 9 p.m., and by appointment.
Capac Community Historical Museum - Open Saturday 
& Sunday	(June	-	September)	1	-	4	p.m.,	(810)	395-4469.
gallery Lambton - Open Monday - Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. Located at 150 N. Christina Street, Sarnia Ontario 
(519) 336-8127.
Huron Lightship Moored at Pine Grove Park.  
(810) 982-0891. Open 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Memorial Day- Labor 
Day, Sept.-May, Thursday-Monday.
knowlton’s Ice Museum - 317 Grand River Ave., Port Huron 
(810) 987-5441. Pre -ar ranged tours. June-Sept., Thurs.-Sat., 
11a.m.-5p.m. Oct.-May, Sat. 11a.m.-5pm. Tours offered by 
appt.
Lambton Heritage Museum - Open year round. Located on 
Highway 21, near the Pinery Provincial Park just outside of 
Grand Bend, Ontario, (519) 243-2600.
Marysville Historical Museum - displays several rooms with  
a single theme such as Pioneer’s Parlor, Marine Room, Indian 
History, Fashion Display. 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday. Special tours may be arranged. Located at  
887 E. Huron St., Marysville (810) 364-6613.
new Baltimore Historical Society - Open Wednesday and 
Saturday from 12 noon to 2 p.m., or by ap point ment  
(810) 725-4755. Located in the New Baltimore Public Library. 
Pride and Heritage Museum - Open Saturday and Sunday  
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Exhibits include artifacts from Marine City’s 
Nautical history and a fully equipped blacksmith shop. Located 
at 405 S. Main Street in Marine City (810)765-5446. A group 
of 15 or more can call to make an appointment  
(810) 765-0206.
Port Huron Museum of Arts & History - 1115 Sixth Street, 
Port Huron (810) 982-0891. Open 11 a.m.-5 p.m., year-round, 
Wednesday - Sunday (Closed most holidays), Group tours 
must be pre ar ranged. 
Sanilac County Museum - Open mid June through Labor Day, 
Tuesday to Friday 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 
12 noon to 4:30 p.m. More info. available from the Sanilac 
County Historical Society (810) 622-9946, 2285 Ridge Street, 
Pt. Sanilac.
St. Clair Historical Museum - Open 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday. Tours available at other times.  
308 S. Fourth Street, St. Clair (810) 329-6888.
St. Clair County Farm Museum - Open Sundays (June - Sept.) 
1 - 5p.m., (810) 325-1737.
Thomas edison Depot- Includes hands on displays that pertain 
to Edison’s life in Port Huron. Open daily 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., June 
19 - Sept. 3. Can also be seen by appointment (810) 982-0891.
Wills Ste. Clair Auto Museum - 2408 Wills St., Marysville - 
Open 2nd Sunday of month, 1-5 p.m. or by appt. (810) 987-2854.

Blue Water Museums
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SAVE UP TO

50%
OFF U.S. RETAIL PRICES

ABSOLUTELY NO TAX!...NEVER!$222
for

$202
for

ATM, Currency Exchange, & Restrooms Available.

GOING TO CANADA?
STOP, SHOP, & SAVE BEFORE YOU CROSS 

ALLOWANCES INCREASED TO

$200 after 24 hrs & 

$800 after 48 hr visit.

For all other locations check out www.dutyfreeamericas.com       

I-94, Exit 275

Port Huron, MI

(810) 987-7676

865  I-75 Bridge Plaza

Sault St Marie, MI

(906) 635-5031

Mariner’s Coalition
In late spring of 2008, a group of boating enthusiasts in 
the Blue Water Area, concerned over a perceived lack of 
consistency in the enforcement of regulations covering 
border crossing, organized a meeting with local law-
enforcement agencies; in an effort to try to clarify the 
laws and regulations and present them in plain English 
for ease of understanding and to dispel misconceptions 
of boaters. A secondary focus was an attempt to 
minimize boardings, which had become irritating to local 
boaters and increasingly discouraged visiting, cruising 
families from enjoying area waters.

Working together with county, state and federal 
agencies it was apparent rules were often considered 
vague, ambiguous or inconsistent. In order to better 
understand the extent of the public’s concern, it 
appeared prudent to involve the whole maritime 
community in a dialog. Individual boaters, marina 
operators, boating schools, yacht clubs and others 
throughout the area on both sides of the border were 
invited to join with law-enforcement agencies in a 
symposium held at the Great Lakes Maritime Center  
at Vantage Point. The goal was to promote clarity  
and consistency on the issues and to dispel rampant 
misinformation. Key subjects were reporting and 
document requirements for entry into the US and 

Canada, the status of a boat anchored in foreign waters, 
the value of I-68’s, NEXUS cards and boater reporting 
(“BR”) numbers, and the roles and authority of the 
various enforcement agencies. 

At the symposium a record was kept of the concerns 
and frustrations expressed, particularly those which 
needed to be clarified later by county, state and federal 
agencies. 

Capitalizing on the remarkable cooperation of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection and the St. Clair County 
Sheriff’s Marine Division, the original organizers 
formalized the Mariners Coalition, sponsored through a 
grant from Acheson Ventures. A dialogue began. 

Over the ensuing two years, the once vague and 
ambiguous regulations were clarified, reporting 
procedures were simplified and avenues of 
communication were established to disseminate 
information to the boating community in both countries. 
The information, compiled by the Coalition, is available 
on DVD and can be viewed or downloaded at 
marinerscoalition.com along with links to U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection and the Canada Border Services 
Agency websites. 

The public is encouraged to e-mail questions or 
concerns to info@marinerscoalition.com. 
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Beautiful historic homes grace tree lined city streets. 
New home developments offer the latest in single 
family living, though there is plenty of room for those 
who want to experience a rural life-style. Richmond 
residents enjoy a superior quality of life, with access 
to some of the finest recreational amenities in all of 
Michigan.

The City of Richmond is a growing city with an 
estimated population of 6,000 residents and is linked 
by the I-94 Expressway, M-19, and the Gratiot Avenue 
corridor for easy access to the Detroit/Flint/Port Huron 
Metropolitan Areas. We offer a many housing options 
in various price ranges for everyone. 

Richmond offers a wide variety of recreational activities 
for the outdoor enthusiast through its many municipal 
parks as well as a comprehensive sidewalk system 
throughout the city. The Macomb Orchard Trail, a 23.5 
mile linear park, begins in Richmond and connects to 
a network of trails. Join us for fun and fitness!

The retail business districts offer turn of the century 
charm and unique modern Main Street architecture. 
The pedestrian friendly downtown is the perfect 
location for shopping and services. Special events are 
held year round to promote our businesses. 

Additionally, the city is working with private property 
owners on the development of prime industrial 
property. Richmond is ready for your business!

For more information on the City of Richmond, please 
visit our website at www.cityofrichmond.net or contact 
us at (586) 727-7571.
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Grand Parade
Derbies
Beverage Tent
Outhouse Races
Carnival, Vendors
& Much More!

richmondgoodolddaysfestival.org

September 10-13, 2015
52nd Annual

A Richmond Tradition!
Live Entertainment

Fireworks Show
Fire Muster
No General 

Admission Charge

Beautiful historic homes grace tree lined city streets. 
New home developments offer the latest in single 
family living, though there is plenty of room for those 
who want to experience a rural life-style. Richmond 
residents enjoy a superior quality of life, with access 
to some of the finest recreational amenities in all of 
Michigan.

The City of Richmond is a growing city with an 
estimated population of 6,000 residents and is linked 
by the I-94 Expressway, M-19, and the Gratiot Avenue 
corridor for easy access to the Detroit/Flint/Port Huron 
Metropolitan Areas. We offer a many housing options 
in various price ranges for everyone. 

Richmond offers a wide variety of recreational activities 
for the outdoor enthusiast through its many municipal 
parks as well as a comprehensive sidewalk system 
throughout the city. The Macomb Orchard Trail, a 23.5 
mile linear park, begins in Richmond and connects to 
a network of trails. Join us for fun and fitness!

The retail business districts offer turn of the century 
charm and unique modern Main Street architecture. 
The pedestrian friendly downtown is the perfect 
location for shopping and services. Special events are 
held year round to promote our businesses. 

Additionally, the city is working with private property 
owners on the development of prime industrial 
property. Richmond is ready for your business!

For more information on the City of Richmond, please 
visit our website at www.cityofrichmond.net or contact 
us at (586) 727-7571.
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Sales and Service

This year is the 52nd annual Richmond Good Old Days 
Festival. In 1964, Leroy Rix and others came together 
with an idea to draw attention to the wonderful city and 
raise money to improve the downtown area. The first 
committee was made up of General Chairman Leroy Rix, 
Mrs. Robert Ross, Village manager Leonard E. Hool, 
Harold Volkenant, Rev. Larry E. Blunden and 
Superintendent of Schools Urey B. Arnold.  

As the years passed the festival continued to grow and 
more events were added. The “Kangaroo Kourt” is an 
event where local business owners are apprehended 
and taken to a mock up jail. The tug-o-war competes 
groups of business owners against each other. The first 
year’s events are still held today, including a queen’s and 
little miss pageant; and grand parade. 

All through the years, the Rix family has helped in every 
way. Leroy served in multiple positions on the board and 
chaired a few events until he passed. Tim and Lori Rix 
are on the Festival Board and have served for many 
years, Tim since 1976 and being the chairman for many.

However the family tradition isn’t theirs alone, there are 
and continue to be multiple families in the community 
that are and have been involved for decades whether 
they served as festival board members or chairman of 
events. Together, with countless other volunteers, they 

work year round to bring it all together.

The Richmond Good Old Days Festival is about family 
traditions and community. The grand parade, which is 
the largest musical marching parade in Michigan, draws 
in thousands on Sunday. Richmond is known statewide 
because they have one of the greatest festivals around 
and strive to continue to make it better every year.

Mark your calendar, this year’s Good Old Days Festival is 
September 10-13.

Richmond

May 23rd, 2015 
Perennial Plant & Bulb 
Exchange - 9 a.m. at the 
Beebe Street Park Pavilion, 
Free

June 5th, 2015 
Richmond Community Pool 
Opens - $3 Open Swim Fee 
per person, Located inside 
of the Beebe Street Park

July 25th, 2015 
Community Garage Sale 
at the Beebe St. Park, 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m., each  
10’ x 10’ space is $10; call 
586-727-3064 to register.

August 7th, 2015 
Park It Family Fun Night 
Free entertainment 
beginning at 6 p.m.at 
the Beebe Street Park, 
Featuring a big screen 
presentation of Big Hero 6 
at dusk

September 10-13th, 2015 
Richmond Area Good Old 
Days Festival, Includes 

children’s parade, outhouse 
races, demolition derby, 
entertainment, midway, 
beer tent, grand parade, 
figure 8 derby, and more. 

September 20th, 2015 
6th Annual Romeo 2 
Richmond Half Marathon 
& 5K walk/run, Entire race 
is held on the Macomb 
Orchard Trail, starting in 
Romeo and ending at the 
Trailhead Park in Richmond

October 31st, 2015 
Treats in the Street, Local 
businesses have decorated 
booths and pass out treats 
to costumed trick-or-
treaters.

December 4th, 2015 
Annual Christmas Parade 
and Tree Lighting Ceremony

February 2016 
Richmond Winter Festival 
Chili Cook Off, Ice Carvings, 
Family Activities, Vendor  
& Craft Show

Richmond Events
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www.fredgrandeford.com

View our Entire 
New Vehicle Inventory 
on our website!

Can’t Find It?

FRED GRANDE FORD
Does Not Charge Document Fees!

Mon & Thurs: 9:00am - 8:00pm
Tues, Wed, & Fri: 9:00am - 6:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am - 2:00pm

10901 Gratiot• Casco, Michigan 48064 • 586-727-3415

Grande’s Got It!
FRED GRANDE

Stretch Your Dollar!

St. Clair County Community College (SC4) is a premiere 
community college, serving students with a variety of 
on-campus and online classes. The college offers 
associate degrees, certificate programs, programs that 
transfer to four-year colleges and universities, and work-
force training. 
The SC4 University Center provides bachelor’s degree 
options locally through partnerships with Ferris State 
University, Madonna University, University of Michigan-
Flint and Walsh College. 
The college was established as Port Huron Junior College 
in 1923 and became St. Clair County Community College 
in 1967. 
SC4’s beautiful 25-acre, full-service campus is located 
along the Black River in downtown Port Huron. The 
college also offers classes at extended learning centers 
in Algonac, Croswell, Peck and Yale. 
The college provides learning opportunities for about 
6,000 credit and non-credit students each year. Business 
and industry professional development and customized 
training is on campus, online and at company sites. 
SC4 also sets the stage for cultural experiences that 
include art, music, theatre, global awareness programs 
and other lifelong learning adventures. 

Baker College, the largest private college in Michigan, 

Blue Water Area Higher Education
uses a focused approach to education and training and 
now has two locations in Port Huron with the opening of 
the Culinary Institute of Michigan.

Dorm rooms are under construction at the culinary 
school site and are expected to open this Fall. The main 
campus is located on 12 acres in Port Huron Township, 
and the new culinary institute is located on St. Clair 
Street near the renovated Hilton Double Tree Hotel 
along the Edison Parkway in Port Huron.

Baker is a not-for-profit career college, providing job-
specific education and training so students can enter 
a career right out of college or advance their current 
careers.

Founded in 1911, Baker College serves more than 40,000 
students on 12 campuses and in three satellite locations. 
Baker grants certificates and associate, bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in business, health sciences, education 
and human services, and various fields as well as a 
doctorate of business administration.

Programs are structured for students of all ages and 
circumstances. Baker offers some of the most advanced 
classroom and lab environments found on any college 
campus in the state, as well as dedicated instructors with 
real-world experience. Students receive personalized 
attention in smaller classroom settings.
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Apple Blossom Consignments
New & Gently Used Furniture and Home Décor
“There is always something new to discover”
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday  
10a-5p / Sunday 12p-4p
201 North Riverside Avenue, Riverview Plaza  
Downtown, St. Clair
(810) 329-7283

Back Porch Antiques
Primitives, Antiques, Collectibles & Crafts 
Hours: Monday-Sunday 11a-6p
550 Broadway (M-29), Marine City
(810) 765-7122
Like them on Facebook

Big River Antique Mall
Buying & Selling Quality Antiques
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday  10a-5p / Sunday 12p-4p
201 North Riverside Avenue, St. Clair
Riverview Plaza / Downtown  
(810) 329-0828

Trezure Hunt
Quality Used Furniture, Unique Décor And Home 
Furnishings “Priced To Sell…Not To Dust”  
Buy & Sell, Estate Sales 
Hours: Monday – Saturday 10a-5p 
1661 Range Road, Port Huron Factory Shops, 
Kimball, Trezurehunt10@yahoo.com 
(810) 388-9313

The Blue Water Area is a paradise 
for antique hunters with many of 
the finest antiques available.  An 
association of over 30 qualified 
antique dealers have joined forces 
to assure you an area of exciting, 
affordable antique shopping.

The dealers association will again 
sponsor the longest yard sale in 
Michigan August 14th-16th. Over 
200 miles of antiques and yard sales will run from 
Sebewaing in the north to New Baltimore in the south. 
The giant sale will run along M-25 and M-29 and follows 
the rugged and majestic shoreline of Lake Huron, and 
continues along the banks on the St. Clair River to the 
picturesque shores of Lake St. Clair and Anchor Bay. 
Many of the communities along the route offer unique 
shops, antiquing, museums full of local history and small 
diners for convenience and comfort.

Antique Shopping Tips:
go early in the morning, as soon as the yard sales start. 
The good stuff goes fast.

Take plenty of cash in small bills, and take more than 
you think you’ll need. Most sellers won’t take checks. If 
you find an unexpected treasure, someone else will 
likely snag it while you’re hunting for a cash machine.

Plan your yard sale route in advance to make sure you 
hit the best of the advertised sales. It’s a treasure hunt. 
Think of your route as the map where X marks the spot-- 
or spots in this case.

Watch for yard sale signs, and take the detour if you 
find one pointing to an unadvertised sale nearby. 
Unadvertised sales don’t get as much traffic, and you 

Antique Paradise
might score big. You can pick up 
your original trail afterward.

Drive your largest vehicle or pull a 
trailer, especially if you’re hoping to 
find furniture.

Don’t be afraid to haggle when 
you’d like a lower price. If the seller 
won’t budge, swing back by later in 
the afternoon-- when the sale is 
about to end and the seller is tired.

Don’t overlook pieces that just need a little cosmetic 
work, but beware of costly repairs that exceed the 
item’s worth.

Don’t head out without packing a yard sale tool kit -- a 
collection of basic supplies to help you make smart, fast 
buying decisions and get your goods home safely.

Imagine how you could use items instead of getting 
stuck on their original purpose. For example, a piece of 
iron fencing makes a good headboard or pot rack. You 
can reupholster chair seats with the good parts of a 
damaged rug, or use an old chenille bedspread as a 
tablecloth.

Don’t buy something if you can’t figure out how to use 
it. It becomes clutter instead of treasure.

Bed and Breakfast Listing:

Inn the Garden Bed & Breakfast
7156 Huron Avenue, Lexington, MI 48450
Open year round, 7 days a week 
Owner: Barbara Stocker
inngarden.com, email: inngarden@att.net
(810) 359-8966
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Following four very successful 
years, the big powerful 
offshore boats will be firing 
up their engines again this 
summer. Activities begin in 
downtown Port Huron Friday 
evening, August 7th through 
August 9th.

The race village opens on 
Friday morning with the dry and wet pits along the Black 
River in the area around Desmond Marine. Testing of 
the boats takes place on Friday and Saturday and the 
big race event happens on Sunday. A new Start/Finish 

line is located just south of the 
Maritime Center.

Top boats can exceed 120 miles 
per hour on the course, and 
great viewing is available along 
the banks of the St. Clair River 
just south of the Black River. 
Spectators get up close views 
of the boats on the course, as 

well as in the dry and wet pits.

Viewing stands, VIP tents and a motor home viewing 
area will be set up along the Desmond Landing property.

Port Huron/Sarnia Power Boat Races

WPHM has been a part of my life for as 
long as I can remember. It was the radio 
station we listened to when I was a kid 
getting ready for school every morning. 
It was the radio station where I first 
worked when I was a student at St. Clair 
County Community College.  WPHM is 

where I was a news reporter after college, before moving 
on to Flint and Detroit.  And it’s the radio station where 
I’ve been the morning show host, waking people up for the 
past dozen years.  Right now there are a lot of interesting 

things happening in our Blue Water Area - listen weekday 
mornings from 6 to 10 and we’ll talk about it. Each day 
you’ll hear from local community leaders who are dedicated 
to making this a great place to live, work and play.  Speaking 
of play - we now have more sports on WPHM.  Dennis 
Stuckey talks about local sports each weekday from 10 to 
noon, and WPHM now carries the NBC Sports Network, 
along with the Tigers, Red Wings, Pistons, Lions and 
Michigan State football and basketball.  Find out more 
about our lineup, and listen to interviews from my show 
and Dennis’s at www.wphm.net.

Paul Miller, Mornings with Paul Miller, WPHM
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Port Huron’s Original Coney Island!
CelebratIng 91 years!

try us for the 
best breakfast 

in town!
Downtown Port Huron• oPen Mon - Sat

across from McMorran arena • 810-985-6723
Fort Gratiot• oPen 7 DayS

across from Birchwood Mall • 810-385-8880
MacoMB twP.• oPen 7 DayS

Hall road between i-94 & Gratiot • 586-421-9775
www.mamavickis.com

View Our 
Complete 

Menu online!

5273 Lapeer Road • Kimball, MI 48074
1/4 West of KOA      810-985-9633

Locally Owned & Operated

Mon-Sat 9am-9pm  Sunday 10am-5pm

Spend $10, Get A GIft!

W I L dGet  W I L d  With Us!

Many people are attracted to 
this part of the state to take 
advantage of the incredible 
water and its views. Included 
below are some opportunities 
along the beautiful water and 
some other less thought 
about, but equally fabulous 
places to take breathtaking 
photos.
Blue Water Bridges: From the 
parkway south of the bridges, 
point your camera north and 
east toward the bridges. Use 
a wide-angle lens to get the 
entire span in your photo. 
Wait for a ship to enhance the 
picture.
Thomas Edison Statue: Also south of the bridges, is the 
Thomas Edison statue. By standing south and looking 
northwest, you can capture the statue and the depot 
(Thomas Edison Museum) in the background.
Ft. Gratiot Lighthouse: On Lake Huron, just a short way 
from the bridges, is the oldest lighthouse on the Great 
Lakes. Use a wide-angle lens to accentuate the height of 
the tower. A polarizing filter would also help make the 
sky a deeper blue.
Huron Lightship: Slightly downriver from the Blue Water 

Great Places to Take Photos
Bridges in Pine Grove Park, the 
Lightship Huron is 
permanently moored. From a 
position south and looking 
toward the north, you can 
capture the lightship with the 
Blue Water Bridges in the 
background. 
Vertical Train Bridge: Near the 
mouth of the Black River in 
Port Huron, stands the open, 
turn of the last century train 
bridge. Try shooting from the 
south side of Black River and 
work a reflection of it in the 
water.

St. Clair Boardwalk: St. Clair has a wonderful boardwalk 
that is ideal for photographing your family and friends 
with the water in the background. You can also take 
some amazing “up close” photos of large ships and 
pleasure craft.

Ships along the St. Clair River: From multiple locations 
along the river, all the way to Algonac, are many places 
to pull over and take some amazing photos of the many 
“Lakers” and “Sallies” that ply the great river. Photos 
taken toward dusk will give your photos spectacular 
color.

Lighthouse in Marine City: The former Peche Island 
lighthouse was moved to Marine City many years ago 
and is a good spot for taking pictures with the river and 
freighters in the background.

St. Johns Marsh: In Algonac, the marsh comes alive with 
many birds and interesting plants and cattails. Use a 
large telephoto for bird photos and a micro lens to 
capture close ups of plants.

Beards Hills: West of Port Huron, along M-136 past 
Wildcat Road, begins the State Game Area. Here’s a 
great chance to hike into an area full of nature and 
plants. Bring a variety of lenses to photograph 
everything from animals to flowers. This area also has 
incredible color in the Fall.

by Terry Ernest, Ernest Camera Shop
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The summer of 2015 will 
see lots of work going on 
in the center of 
downtown Port Huron as 
construction begins on a 
new bus transit center.

City officials approved the 
plan last year with the 
Blue Water Area 
Transportation 
Commission who secured 
grants that allow for not  
only the center to be built, but a new parking area as 
well. The north side of McMorran Place parking lot has 
needed work for years and the project this summer will 
essentially remove all of the pavement for a new base.

Extensive electric work is also planned as Detroit Edison 
has several transformers in what many considered a mini 
sub-station area.

Highlights of the $9.8 million dollar project include a 
new 7,400 square foot facility with the latest use of LED 
lighting and snow melt technologies. The parking area 
will be redesigned into three separate lots while the 
adjacent Superior Street will end up with two-way traffic 

and street-side parking. 
Transit officials say the 
center’s design will reflect 
Port Huron’s history as a 
maritime community. In 
the passenger area free 
Wi-Fi will be available as 
well as charging stations 
and over a half dozen 
public restroom stalls. An 
attendant is to be on duty 
at all times. 

A plaza area will be set aside as well for public 
gatherings. The transit center’s main purpose involves 
the handling of the Commission’s buses for seven routes 
that cover the City of Port Huron, Marysville and Fort 
Gratiot Township, as well as a dial-a-ride service in Fort 
Gratiot, Burtchville and Port Huron Townships. 

The system has seen record ridership now topping over 
125,000 passengers a month. Rides are less than a dollar 
each with discounts for seniors, youth, and riders with 
disabilities. The monthly pass for the service is $25 while 
the popular Trolley Tour is still just ten cents a ride.

Port Huron Township
RV Park Memorial Park 40th St. Pond Baker’s Field

RV Park
On Water St. - Campsites Available Weekly, Daily & Seasonal 

(bathhouse, laundry facilities, community hall, dump station, 
horseshoe pits, basketball courts)

Memorial Park
On Beach Rd. - Free Movie Night on Aug. 7th at dusk

Fall Festival on Sept 26th
(pumpkins, petting zoo, face painting)

40th St. Pond
William P. Thompson Pond - Free Fishing Clinic: 

June 13th 10am-2pm

 Baker’s Field
On Strawberry Lane - new park with access to the 

Black River, including a new ADA Kayak launch

www.porthurontownship.org

A Great Place To Call Home

New Transit Center Under Construction
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Listen Live 
at wsaq.com

Find 
us on &

The Greatest Country Music of All Time!

Q Country

Chuck Santoni, Jonel Jaksa and 
Dennis Stuckey are your Q Country  
107 Morning Show. The Michigan 
Association of Broadcast award winners 
for Best Morning Show 2014 are 
excited about all the positive things on 
the horizon for the Blue Water Area! 
From Port Huron’s designation as an 
official Main Street Michigan City, to the revitalization 
of the River Walk and Downtown District, to the many 

settings for entertainment that are sure 
to bring in visitors from far and wide. 
The Blue Water Area is a gem ready to 
be discovered and rediscovered! While 
you’re visiting, be sure to tune your radio 
to 107.1 FM. Q Country 107 plays all the 
country  music you love, from today’s 
hottest hits straight out of Nashville to 

the country classics you love to sing-a-long to! Enjoy your 
visit to the Blue Water Area. We know you will!

Meet the Q-Country 107 Morning Show
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Friday night, 
June 26th, will 
provide one of 
the most 
festive 
atmospheres 
in the Blue 
Water Area. 
Up to 50,000 
spectators are 
expected to 
turn out to 
view the car 
cruise along 
M-25 at the 
north end of 
Port Huron and into Fort Gratiot Township.

Businesses along the strip welcome cars and spectators, 
with many of them setting up tents in their parking lots 
and inviting cruisers and viewers to park and watch the 
cruise go by. Several locations will set up DJs outside and 
some will even provide live bands for entertainment. A 
drive-in movie will be shown in the evening.

You’ll be able to view all types of vehicles from all your 
favorite eras. Several hundred cars are expected to 

participate in 
the cruise.

On Saturday, 
June 27th the 
Keith 
Peterson 
Memorial Car 
Show will be 
held in the 
Birchwood 
Mall parking 
lot in front of 
Carson’s. The 
show hours 
are from 10 
a.m. until 

3:30 p.m. and the organizers of this year’s event have 
added a fireworks display for Saturday evening. The car 
show expects to have over 150 vehicles on display. 
Entertainment will go on throughout the car show on 
stage in the parking lot.

Cruise night: Friday, June 26th

keith Peterson Memorial Car Show:  
Saturday, June 27th

Blue Water Cruise Weekend

Friday, August 7th - Kick Off Party
Saturday, August 8th - Time Trials

Sunday, August 9th - Race Day
Desmond Landing

www.downtownporthuron.org
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Great fishing includes the 
shore towns of Algonac, 
Marine City, St. Clair, Port 
Huron, Lakeport, Lexington and 
Port Sanilac. Within thirty 
minutes North or South of Port 
Huron, you could catch King 
salmon, Chinook salmon, 
Atlantic salmon, Steelhead, 
Brown Trout, Lake Trout, 
Walleye, Silver Bass, Small 
Mouth Bass, Sturgeon, 
Whitefish, Muskie, Northern 
Pike, Suckers, and Carp.

You don’t need a boat to fish, but if you have one, there 
are boat launches at every one of the mentioned shore 
towns except Lakeport. How to catch fish out of your 
boat requires a stop at one of the local bait and tackle 
stores to get the “good stuff’ and info on local tried and 
true techniques for catching fish. 

While you are here in the Blue Water area, be aware of 
the hazards. We have very heavy current and massive 
freighters that you need to pay attention to. The St. Clair 
River is one of the busiest shipping waterways in the 
world AND THEY WILL NOT SWERVE TO GO AROUND 

The Area’s Best Kept Secret- the Fishery!
YOU! The best fishing is on the 
shoreline in the river, and the 
edge of the shipping lane in 
Lake Huron just above the 
Blue Water Bridge, so stay 
OUT of the shipping channel! 

Make sure your boat stickers 
are correct, and that the boat 
operator is NOT drinking. 
Unless you reported into 
Canadian customs by phone 
and you have a Canadian 

fishing license, STAY ON THE AMERICAN SIDE! 

Some of the locals have been long lining successfully 
behind their kayaks outside of the harbors and break 
walls for silver fish. This technique caught the locals by 
surprise a few years ago and many are gearing up to do 
this. With a kayak, you can get crazy close to the break 
walls, jetties, and other structure while giving your line 
more personal attention as to how it’s deployed in tow. 
For some, it’s a preferred method of fishing. Kayaks 
available in the area have specialized rod holders.

In the Port Huron area, many fishermen use a railing 
attached winch-like device that remotely resembles a 

IF HOMEMADE’S YOUR DEAL, THEN WE’VE GOT YOUR MEAL!

4495 24th Ave • Fort Gratiot • 810-385-5511

Make sure you 
“LIKE” us !

Fresh Salads
Fresh Burgers

BBQ Ribs • Seafood
Pasta • Pizza

Homemade Soups
Gluten Free & Vegetarian 

Items Available

We are not a “Steak House”, 
we simply have BETTER STEAKS at a BETTER VALUE!

Dine In • Carry Out
Happy Hour : Mon-Fri 3-6pm 

$1 Domestics
1/2 Off Apps & $3 Apps
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Servicing
All Your Auto Care

 & Repair Needs

Call Today
(810) 364-4700

Servicing
All Your Auto Care

 & Repair Needs

Call Today
(810) 364-4700

Servicing
All Your Auto Care

 & Repair Needs

Call Today
(810) 364-4700

Servicing
All Your Auto Care

 & Repair Needs

Call Today
(810) 364-4700

www.marysvilletire.com
291 Range Road • Kimball, MI 48074   

fishing pole. That is a patented 
local fishing technique for 
fishing in the heavy current. 
They use a 2 lb. triangle sinker 
with swivel, a two foot 2 lb. 
test line leader up to a 3 way 
swivel, with a three to four 
foot length of 10 lb. test line 
leader fastened to a Rapala-
type lure, all fastened to a 30 
lb. test line on the rod’s reel. 
The poles are close to being a 
salt water pole, but even these 
local poles are somewhat customized for this type of 
fishing. The pole is put into a railing clamped rod holder, 
and at the end of the rod, something just smaller than a 
church bell, is clipped to pole to notify the fisherman 
that they have a bite. Penn 201 reels are the minimum 
standard on those poles.

In many of the Blue Water communities, there are miles 
of public seawall available to the shore fishermen. If you 
have a physical impairment, YOU are ENCOURAGED to 
come here! It’s all accessible!

Without knowing what’s down there, you can lose a LOT 

of very expensive fishing 
equipment! Here’s my advice 
for blind fishing those miles of 
seawall without knowing 
what’s down there to snag on. 
You will need a railing attached 
rod holder, available locally, 
and a noodle rod. A noodle 
rod is around 9 to 12’ long 
with a medium weight bail cast 
reel. You will have no more 
than six to eight pound test 
line with a very simple Eagle 

Claw type fish hook with a minnow attached. You will 
have a slip sinker or tear drop sinker about four feet 
above the hook. You lower the assembly into the 
current, find bottom, then bring it up four feet off the 
bottom. With this method, you can catch bass, walleye, 
brown trout, steel head, and everything else in the river! 
This technique is not widely used, but for the unaware 
visitor, it’s one of the safest techniques to catch fish 
along that seawall.                 

Story by Brian Martin 
Photos by Joel Anderson, Anderson Pro Bait

The Area’s Best Kept Secret (Continued)
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It’s the Blue Water Area’s favorite 
unorganized, unsanctioned, and 
unsponsored event ... it’s called the  
Port Huron Float Down, and it somehow 
seems to take place every third Sunday  
in August, despite a cancellation each 
and every year by the United States 
Coast Guard. 

The event sees 3,000 or more people 
gathering at Lighthouse Beach in the 
early afternoon and floating down the  
St. Clair River to Marysville. There’s even 
a website, but those who run it at 
porthuronfloatdown.com say they are in 
no way organizing, sponsoring, planning, or promoting 
the community event. 

The website says the Float Down is a tradition steeped 
in history, even though it’s impossible to know who the 
first people were to float down. 

The event, as it’s known today, dates back over 30 years. 
In 1986, a storm put an end to the fun, and it was 
officially ended by the United States Coast Guard in 
1987. Although people continued to float every year,  
the Float Down did not officially resurface until 2008. 

The website says if you decide to float down the St. Clair 

River in August, there are several things 
you must consider before jumping in. 
Tips from experts include having a 
reliable inflatable and being able to 
paddle to stay out of the shipping 
channel. It’s also wise to choose a float 
that can keep you dry and out of the 
water to prevent heat loss or 
hypothermia. Also, you should have a 
Personal Floatation Device or a Life 
Jacket. Children should wear them at all 
times, and adults should at least keep 
them at an arm’s-length reach at all 
times. Most importantly, if you cannot 

swim then do not enter the water. There are no 
lifeguards or safety personnel. 

The traditional course of the Float Down is launching at 
Lighthouse (Conger) Beach, and then floating 8-miles 
downstream to Chrysler Beach in Marysville. The current 
moves quickest under the Blue Water Bridges, and then 
pulls you out towards the center of the river, near the 
mouth of the Black River. If you want to watch, the 
Edison Parkway, the Flag Plaza, the Blue Water Bridges, 
Pine Grove Park, Kiefer Park, or Lincoln Park are all the 
best places to watch the floaters.

This year’s event is Sunday, August 16th.

The Float Down

Photo by Rich Kelly
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3203 LAPEER ROAD • PORT HURON, MI 48060 (the corner of Lapeer and 32nd Street)

3203 LAPEER ROAD • PORT HURON, MI 48060 (the corner of Lapeer and 32nd Street)

3203 LAPEER ROAD • PORT HURON, MI 48060 (the corner of Lapeer and 32nd Street)

3203 Lapeer Road • Port Huron
810.987.9555 • darlingsbeltline.com

1222 N. Water St. • Port Huron

810.385.1700
www.luxurybath.com

Port Huron

A Bathroom 
Remodel designed 
with you in mind.

DetailedByCrossroads.com

3848 Pine Grove Ave. • Fort Gratiot, MI 48059
Right Behind the Dairy Queen

Auto, Marine, Motorcycle 
& RV Detailing Professionals

Full Detail • Interior Detail • Exterior Detail • Odor Neutralization
Paintless Dent Repair • Headlight Restoration • Window Tinting

St. Clair Riverfest and Power Boat Races
The St. Clair River Classic Offshore Power Boat Race will 
be held July 23rd-26th in downtown St. Clair.  Rated as 
one of the top offshore racing sites in the United States, 
great viewing is available from Palmer Park in downtown 
St. Clair. 

Thousands of spectators can watch the races, but can 
also get up close and personal in the dry pit areas 
around town. Everything in the small town is within 
walking distance. 

Several classes of boats take part in the races with as 
many as 11 potential classes . The larger class boats are 
capable of speeds in excess of 175 miles per hour. 

Teams from all over the country come to the community 
and love racing on the fresh blue waters of the St. Clair 
River and comment on the friendly people of the area 
who make this an enjoyable stop on the race circuit.  

The St. Clair River Classic Offshore Boat Race has been 
a tradition in Southeast Michigan for 21 years. It is 
produced by the Bluewater Offshore Racing Association 
and has been partnered with Funfest Productions since 
2006. Free music and weeklong events are part of the 
race which attracts upwards of 100,000 attendees.

•	 July 24- Starship wsg Sponge
•	 July 25 - Candlebox
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Recreational softball is one of 
the most popular sports in the 
Blue Water Area. Almost any 
night during the summer you can 
watch a competitive softball game 
in several locations throughout 
Vacationland.

One of the most popular spots 
to take in a game is at Pine Grove 
Park. The diamond features new 
viewing stands and a popular 
concession trailer. There are many 
other diamonds located in most 
cities and townships in the area.

District 14 MASA Memorial Day 
Tune Up starts the summer 
season of Modified Softball games 
for the 2015 season.  Teams from 
Port Huron Competitive Sports 
Modified, Blue Water Church 
League, Marine City Modified, 
along with teams from Bay City 
and Saginaw start the modified 
season at the 16th Street Knox 
Field diamonds.

On June 26th the Fast Pitch 
Tournament will return to Pine 
Grove Park. Teams from Michigan, 
Ohio and Ontario will play 
round robin tournament games 
throughout the weekend.  Port 
Huron and Sarnia were hotbeds of 
Fast Pitch softball in the 50s, 60s 
and 70s. This tournament draws 
thousands of spectators during 

the weekend for exciting games.

July will feature two modified 
softball tournaments.  The Blue 
Water Invitational is a Pine Grove 
Park summer classic for the past 
10 years and will run on the July 
4th weekend. The MASA State 
9 men modified state finals will 
also be held in July. Teams from 
around Michigan will be in Port 
Huron competing for the state 
championship.

If you enjoy watching competitive 
softball, Vacationland diamonds 
are the place to be this summer.

 2015 Summer Softball     
 Tournaments

May 22-23 Memorial Day 
Modified Tune Up - 16th Street 
and Kno Field diamonds

June 26-28 D14 Men’s Fast Pitch 
Tournament at Pine Grove Park

July 3-5 D14 Blue Water 
Invitational 10 Man Modified 
national Tune Up for nationals. 
Featuring the top teams from 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and New 
York.

July 24-26 MASA State 9 Man 
Modified State Finals at Pine 
Grove Park

Recreational Softball
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Holburt’s 
Hot on the Road
Motorcycle Apparel & Accessories
Birchwood Mall • 810-385-3615 • holburtshotontheroad.com

Court of Flags Mall, behind Kroger

810-985-6552

HolbuRt’s laundRy
CoMMerCIal & residential laundry

Full Service (Drop-Off) & Self Service (Coin-Op)
Haack’s Farm

Greenhouses
810-367-3453 • haacksfarmgreenhouses.com
CORNER of  YAGER & PALMS ROADS • COLUMBUS TOWNSHIP

CORNER of PINE GROVE & KRAFFT • FORT GRATIOT

Over an 
acre OF 

GreenHOuses 
all under One roof!

stop by and shop,  raIn Or sHIne!

1210 Aspen Drive, Marysville (810) 364-7285  
Call Today For Move In Specials!                                                   
"On the Scenic St. Clair River"

Aspen Grove Apartments

The Grayfox is a training ship used to offer training in all 
aspects of shipboard operations. She is currently the 
largest Sea Cadet training ship in the United States. 
Finances needed to operate the vessel come from 
donations, grants, and fund raising activities conducted 
by the crew. 

The Grayfox is utilized to train young men and women in 
sea going skills. She is used mostly for Sea Cadets, 
Marine Cadets, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, NJROTC, Sea 
Rangers and other youth organizations that train aboard 
the vessel. She is also used as a designated Navy Reserve 
site.

The Grayfox is operated and maintained by cadets with 
Navy and Coast Guard personnel serving in a supervisory 
position. There are also several civilians who volunteer 
their time to assist in their endeavors.

Built by Marinette Marine in Marinette, WI in 1985, she 
was one of ten 120-foot type Torpedo Weapons 
Retrievers. Originally designed TWR 825, she was used 
to launch and retrieve test torpedoes and targets. It was 
assigned to the U.S. Navy Atlantic Undersea Testing and 
Evaluation Center (AUTEC), Andros Island, Bahamas. Due 
to the changing development of underwater weapons, 
TWR 825 was no longer needed by the Navy. The ship 
was taken to Green Cove Springs, Florida and placed in 

mothballs in 1995. It was here that the vessel was 
discovered by an enterprising group of sponsors who 
decided the Sea Cadets needed a ship to train on.  
A request was then made to the Secretary of the Navy to 
have her transferred to the Naval Sea Cadet Corps. 
Paperwork was set into motion, and TWR 825 was 
obtained on August 15, 1997. She arrived in Port Huron, 
Michigan on August 26, 1997 to a group of excited and 
anxious onlookers.

Since she had been dead, cold and quiet for some time, 
the Grayfox needed a lot of attention. All of the torpedo 
rollers had to be removed from the after deck and 
returned to AUTEC . The ramp had to be welded over 
and she needed to be chipped and painted. Most of the  
systems required attention in one form or another. After 
a long winter of hard work by the cadets and volunteers, 
she was finally starting to look like a navy ship.

She was commissioned the United States Naval Sea 
Cadet Ship (USNSCS) Grayfox -on April 26, 1998 at Hart 
Plaza in Detroit, following services held at  Mariners 
Church by Rev. Richard Ingalls. The Christening Sponsor 
was Mrs. Jack Kennedy, wife of the former national 
President of the U.S. Navy League.

The Grayfox is presently moored in Port Huron.

History of the SCS Grayfox
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May EvEnts   

1-5/3 Arts, Eats & Beats - Grub Crawl, Grand Bend

2-3 Lexington In Bloom

9-10/25 Vantage Point Farmer’s Market (8am-2pm) (Every Sat), P.H.

9 Women’s League Flower Sale-Riverview Plaza, St. Clair

9 Point Edward Town-Wide Garage Sales

9 MMA Walleye Classic (6:00am-2:00pm), P.H.

9 Run for Recovery- St. Clair County CMH (8:30am), Port Huron

9 Yesterday: A Tribute To The Beatles, McMorran Place, Port 
Huron

15-6/30 Sunny Fields Botanical Garden  
(By appt. 810-367-2765) thru June, Emmett

15-17 Marble-eye Walleye Tournament, St. Clair City  
Boat Harbor

16-18 Canadian Appreciation Weekend, Port Huron

16  Women’s League Flower Sale-Riverview Plaza,  
St. Clair

16  Marine City Chamber of Commerce Flea Market

16-17 Relay for Life of Greater Port Huron - 10am, Birchwood Mall, 
Fort Gratiot

16-17 Betty Ropposch Memorial Tournament, Port Huron

17 Victorian Tea, Moore Museum, Mooretown

20 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

22 Art Hop in Downtown Port Huron (6:00pm-9:00pm)

22-23 Softball Tournament- Knox Field Diamonds, Port Huron

23-24 Gus Macker 3-on-3 Basketball All-World Tour, YMCA, Port 
Huron

23-24 Feast of the Ste. Claire, Pine Grove Park, P.H.

24  Memorial Day Parade- 10am, Marine City

25  Memorial Day Parade - 11am, Lexington

25  Memorial Day Parade- 9am, Croswell

25  Memorial Day Parade 11a-Memorial following at Pine Grove 
Park, Port Huron

30  Blue Water Sturgeon Festival (10am-4pm)- Vantage Point, Port 
Huron

30  Blue Water Anglers Kid’s Training Day (10am-2pm), Point 
Edward (Under Bridge)

30  Petrolia Lions 2nd Annual “Baconfest” (3pm-8pm)

30  Indiefest- Battle of the Bands, Sarnia

JunE EvEnts   

3-8/20 Sarnia Waterfront Concert & Entertainment Series (Nightly @ 
7pm), Band Shell, Canatara Park

3-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September (5:00pm-
9:00pm), A&W Lexington

5-6 The Sarnia Craft Beer Show, Sarnia

6  Be A Tourist In Your Own Town (10am-4pm) P.H.

6  Town-Wide Garage Sales-Oil Springs, Watford

6  Pine Groove Electronic Music Festival (10:00am-10:00pm), 
Pine Grove Park, Port Huron

6  Black River Canoe & Kayak Race-Riverside Boat Launch, Port 
Huron

6-7 Artwalk 2015 Festival-Christina Street (11am-5pm), Sarnia

6-7 Civil War Weekend, Lexington

6-7 St. Clair Spring Craft Show-Riverview Plaza

7  Annual YMCA-CHOK International Bridge Race, Sarnia/Port 
Huron

7  Kirkin’ of the Tartans- St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 
Sarnia

9-10/31 Vantage Point Farmer’s Market- Saturdays (May-October), 
Port Huron

10-14 Marysville Days Festival, Marysville

10-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September  
(5:00pm-9:00pm), A&W Lexington

11  Senior Games, YMCA, Port Huron

13  20th Annual Kidsfest 2015, Sarnia

13  Dirty Dash Family Fun Mud Run, Canatara Park

13  Antique Tractor Show (11:00am-4:00pm), A&W Lexington

13  Fishing Contest (8:00am-11:00am), Croswell

13  River Day (www.RiverDayFun.com),  
St. Clair County

13  Kid’s Fishing Derby & Free Canoe/Kayak Rental- Pine River, 
St. Clair

13  SC4 Twilight Concert Series- Marysville Pavilion (2:00pm)

13  Second Annual Marysville Days Car Show (10:00am-4:00pm), 
Marysville

13  Marysville Days Fireworks (10:00pm)

13 Lk Huron Lower Marine Society Flea Market-Riverview Plaza, 
St. Clair

13-14 Michigan Free Fishing Weekend, Statewide

13-14 Art on the River, Port Huron

16 Walk Michigan- Beach Party (6:00pm), Lakeside Beach

May, june and july calendar of events



Vacationland 2015  |  Page 73

JunE EvEnts (Continued)
17-20 Croswell Fair

17-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September (5:00pm-
9:00pm), A&W Lexington

19 Camp Out with Dad - Sanborn Park Ball Diamond (6:00pm), 
Port Huron

19 Summer Concert Series-Downtown St. Clair

19-21 Sarnia Kinsman Ribfest, Sarnia

19-21 Harleys By the Beach, Grand Bend

20 Blue Water Ramble Bicycle Tour, St. Clair

20 A&W Antique Tractor Show , Lexington

20 Marine City Chamber of Commerce Flea Market, 

20-21 54th Annual Aamjiwnaang First Nation Pow Wow, Sarnia

20-21 Lexington Lakeside Craft Show-Tierney park

21 Father’s Day Car Show, Petrolia

21 Huron House Boys Home 29th Annual Run/Walk/Skate/Bike, 
Bright’s Grove

23 Big Screen in the Park-Alexander & the Terrible, Horrible Day-
dusk, Keifer Park, Port Huron

23 Walk Michigan-Cops-n-Robbers- Keifer Park (6:00pm), Port 
Huron

24 Concert in the Park (7:00pm-9:00pm) Double Play, Marysville 
City Park

24-9/16 Classic Car Nights- Wednesday thru September, A&W 
Lexington

24-6/28 Kromer Flight Singles, Sanborn Park, Port Huron

24-6/28 Bay-Rama Fishfly Festival, New Baltimore

25 Blue Water Half Marathon, YMCA, Port Huron

26 Music in the Park-Collision Six (7:30pm-9:00pm), Lexington

26 Blue Water Cruise Night (6:00pm-10:00pm), P.H.

26-28 30th Annual Antique and Classic Boat Show, Algonac

26-28 Capac Days

26-28 Men’s Fast Pitch Tournament- Pine Grove Park

26-28 13th Annual Mopar Canadian Nationals, Grand Bend Motorplex

27 A&W Classic Car Show (10:00am-5:00pm), Lexington Harbor 
Park

27 St. Clair Rotary Club’s 5k Run

27 Canada Day in Bright’s Grove, Bright’s Grove

27 Keith Peterson Memorial Car Show (8:30am-3:30pm), Ft. Gratiot

27-28 Grand Bend Buskerfest, Grand Bend

27-28 St. Clair Art Fair-Riverview Plaza & Palmer Park

27-29 Michigan Thumb Festival, Sandusky

28 Blue Water Half Marathon, YMCA, Port Huron

28 Sarnia Street Machines- Cruise the Park (8:00am-4:00pm), 
Canatara Park

30 Walk Michigan- Walk to Remember- Flag Plaza (6:00pm), P.H.

30 Big Screens in the Park- Amazing Spider Man 2-dusk, Keifer Park

July EvEnts
1-8/20 Sarnia Waterfront Concert & Entertainment Series  

(Nightly @ 7pm), Band Shell, Canatara Park

1 Canada Day Celebrations-Fireworks @ dusk, Petrolia, Forest

1 Canada Day Celebrations-Fireworks @ dusk, Grand Bend

May, june and july calendar of events

Visit our website for our full menu: eatatdaybreak.com

3910 24th Avenue • Port Huron
810-966-5000

BREAKFAST 
SPECIALS 
Starting at $3

Mon-Fri 
until 9am

HAPPY HOUR 
SPECIALS 

Mon-Fri 
2pm-5pm

$4 Sandwiches
$5 Dinners 

FISH FRY 
FRIDAYS 

All You Can Eat
Walleye

Only $7.99

Sun. 6am-8pm, Mon.-Sat. 6am-10pm
HOURS: 
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July EvEnts (Continued)
1 Canada Day Parade-Lakeshore Rd to Canatara Park 

(11:30am), Sarnia

1 Canada Day Celebrations Canatara Park- Fireworks @ Dusk, 
Sarnia

1 Concert in the Park (7:00pm-9:00pm)-Kat Beal, Marysville 
City Park

1- 10/31 Vantage Point Farmers Market - Tues & Sat thru Oct 31, P.H.

1-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September  
(5:00pm-9:00pm), A&W Lexington

1-5 Algonac Lions Pickerel Tournament

3 Fireworks (10pm), Algonac

3 Fireworks @ Dusk, Lexington

3 Summer Concert Series-Palmer Park, St. Clair

3-5 Blue Water Sand Fest, Port Huron

3-5 Sailfest Sarnia - Sarnia Yacht Club, Sarnia

4 Fireworks, St. Clair

4 Parade (11:00am-1:00pm), Lexington

4 Algonac Antique Boat Show (12:00pm-5:00pm)

4 Antique Boat Parade-4:00pm, Algonac

4 Music in the Park - Allen As Tim- Tim McGraw Tribute 
(7:30pm), Lexington 

4 Port Sanilac Independence Day Parade @ 12pm

4 Fireworks, Port Sanilac

5 Fireman’s Pancake Breakfast 7a-12p - Village Hall, Lexington

7 Walk Michigan- Dog Days of Summer (6:00pm), Pine Grove 
Park, Port Huron

8-12 Harbor Beach Maritime Festival

8-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

8-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Mkt - Wed. thru Oct.-Pine Shores Golf 
Course, St. Clair

8 Concert in the Park (7:00pm-9:00pm)-Dynasty,  
Marysville City Park

10 Music in the Park -Boogie Dynomite, Lexington 

10 Summer Concert Series- Palmer Park, St. Clair

10-11 Marine City Music Festival

11 River Classic Car Show-Palmer Park, St. Clair

11 Flat Track Motorcycle Races, Croswell

11 Blue Water Angler’s Family Fun Fish Day,  
Point Edward

11-12 Kettle & Stony Point Annual Pow Wow

12 Southside Music Festival- Lincoln Park, Port Huron

13 Kid’s Garage Sale-Riverview Plaza , St. Clair

14 Walk Michigan- Boat Walk (6:00pm), River Street Marina

14 Senior Picnic- Pine Grove Park (11:00am), P.H.

14 Bike Parade-Riverview East HS & Downtown,  
St. Clair

15 Concert in the Park (7:00pm-9:00pm)- Elvis & the Burning 
Love Band, Marysville City Park

15 International Day Parade, Port Huron






3111 Electric Avenue, Port Huron, MI 48060 
Phone: 810-985-8900    Toll-free: 888-225-4447 



Find us online at www.scccmh.org or www.facebook.com/scccmh 

2844 Pine Grove Ave. • Port Huron • 810-985-5559 
1345 24th St. • Port Huron • 810-966-0705

825 Michigan Ave. • Marysville • 810-364-1538

W e  D e l i v e r  A l l  D A y !

Pizza • Subs • Jet’s Bread • Deli Boats
Jet’s Wings • Beverages • Salads

www.jetspizza.com

Serious Food. Serious Fun.

5078 Lapeer Road  |  Kimball, MI 48074  |  810-966-9098
www.angrybullsportsbar.com

Kitchen Open: Mon-Sat: 11:00am - 11:00pm, Sundays: 11:00am - 9:00pm 
Sportsbar Open Late Every Night!
BANQUET & PATIO SEATING

SUMMER TIME EVENTS:
WEDNESDAYS: BIKE NIGHT

THURSDAYS: MUG CLUB & BURGER BAR
FRIDAYS & SATURDAYS: DJ

july calendar of events
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Professional Installation • Free Estimates
Residential & Commercial

Carpet • Vinyl • Hardwood • Tile
Laminate• Custom Blinds

WE CARRY ALL MAJOR 
BRANDS OF FLOORING

A
N

D24TH LAPEER A
U

T
O

510 24TH STREET
PORT HURON, MI 48060

WWW.24THAUTO.COM

Detailing
starting at

$99
New

& Used
Tires

810.966.8806
FAX: 810.966.8935

IN-HOUSE FINANCING!

July EvEnts (Continued)
15-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 

Lexington

15-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Mkt - Wed.thru Oct.-Pine Shores Golf 
Course, St. Clair

16 Family Night-Mackinac Race Boat Preview, P.H.

16-7/19 Blue Water Fest, Port Huron

16-7/19 Family Fun & Perch Festival, Anchorville

17 Boat Night, Port Huron

17-7/18  Bridge Bash 2015-under the Bluewater Bridges, Point Edward

17 Music in the Park- Thornetta Davies (7:30pm-9:30pm), 
Lexington 

17 Park-It Family Fun Nights, St Clair   

17 Summer Concert Series- Palmer Park, St. Clair

18 Marine City Chamber of Commerce Flea Market

18 Kiwanis Club Blue Water Area Breakfast -  
Talmer Bank (Downtown), Port Huron

18 Port Huron to Mackinac Yacht Race, Port Huron

18 Lighted Boat Parade (10:00pm), Port Huron

18 5th Annual Antique & Classic Boat Show, Sarnia Bay Marina

18 Tashmoo Days in Sans Souci, Harsens Island

18 Triathlon (7:30am-12:00pm), Lexington

18-19 Marine City Antique Show

19 26th Hobbyfest-Canatara Park (10am-4pm), Sarnia

20-25 St. Clair County 4H & Youth Fair, Goodells Fairgrounds

21 Walk Michigan- Christmas in July- Fort Gratiot Trail (6:00pm), 

21 Big Screens in the Park-Big Hero 6 (dusk), Keifer park

22 Concert in the Park (7:00pm-9:00pm)-  
Voodoo Doctors, Marysville City Park

22-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Mkt - Wed.thru Oct.-Pine Shores Golf 
Course, St. Clair

22-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

24 Music in the Park - Katmandu- Bob Seger Tribute, Lexington 

24-25 Blueberry Festival, Imlay City

24-26 MASA State Softball Tournament-Pine Grove Park

24-26 St. Clair River Classic - Offshore Powerboat Racing, St. Clair

24-26 St. Clair Riverfest

July 24 Starship wsg Sponge @ St. Clair Riverfest

July 25  Candlebox @ St. Clair Riverfest

24-26 BlueWater Volleygrass, Port Huron Northern

24-26 Yale Bologna Festival

24-26 Port Sanilac Summer Festival

25 SC4 Twilight Concert Series- Yale Bologna Festival (2:00pm)

28 Walk Michigan- Tiger Mania- River Walk (6:00pm), Port Huron

28 Eastern Michigan Fair, Imlay City

29 Concert in the Park (7-9pm)- Toppermost, Marysville City Park

29-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Mkt - Wed. thru Oct.-Pine Shores Golf 
Course, St. Clair

29-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Weds. thru September,  A&W Lexington

july calendar of events
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July EvEnts (Continued)
30-8/2 Marine City Maritime Days

31 Color Craze 5k Fun Run-Kiefer Park, Port Huron

31 Music in the Park – Devin Scillian with Arizona Sun, Lexington

31 Summer Concert Series- Palmer Park, St. Clair

31-8/1 Swinging Bridge Festival, Croswell

31-8/2 Maritime Days, Marine City

31-8/1 East Ports Blues Festival, Port Sanilac

31-8/2 Captain Kidd Days, Corunna

august EvEnts
1-8/20 Sarnia Waterfront Concert & Entertainment Series (Nightly @ 

7pm), Band Shell, Canatara Park

1-3 Swinging Bridge Festival, Croswell

1 Mardi Gras Weekend-St. Clair Boat Harbor

1-2 Lexington Fine Arts Street Fair

2 SC4 Twilight Concert Series- St Clair Plaza Park (4:30pm)

2-10/31 Vantage Point Farmers Market - Tues & Sat thru Oct 31, Port 
Huron

4 Walk Michigan- Pool Party (6pm), Sanborn Pool

4 Big Screens in the Park-Into the Woods-Dusk, Keifer Park

4-9 Francis G Robinson Memorial International Tournament, 
Sanborn Courts, Port Huron

5-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market-Wed. thru Oct. Fred Moore Hwy., 
Pine Shores Golf Club, St. Clair

5-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September (5:00pm-
9:00pm), A&W Lexington

6 Rockin’ the Rivers- Motortown Allstars (6:00pm), Keifer Park, 
Port Huron

6 Sarnia Street Machines-Hot August Nights, Canatara Park

7 Music in the Park -Persuasion, Lexington

7-8 Bluewater Angler’s Walleye Derby, Point Edward

7-9 International Offshore Powerboat Race, Port Huron/Sarnia

7-9 Aquafest 2015, Grand Bend

7-9 Sarnia Greekfest 2015, Downtown Sarnia

8 Lexington 5k run (9am-11am)

10 St. Clair Jr. Golf Tournament- Pine Shores Golf Club

11 Big Screen Movie in the Park-Earth to Echo-Dusk, Keifer Park, 
Port Huron

12-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market-Wed. thru Oct. Fred Moore Hwy., 
Pine Shores Golf Club, St. Clair

12-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

13 Rockin’ the Rivers Concert - Your Generation/50 Amp Fuse 
(6:00pm), Keifer Park, Port Huron

14 Music in the Park- The Madcat Midnight Blues Journey, 
Lexington

14-15 Port Sanilac Antique and Classic Boat Show (9:00am-3:00pm)

14-16 Western Ontario Steam Threshers Show, Forest

14-16 Antique Yard Sale Trail, Algonac to Sebewaing

15 Jimmy Buffett Parrothead Party, Algonac 

15 Marine City Chamber of Commerce Flea Market

15 Rumble in the Park (10am-4pm), Marysville Park

15-16 Art in the Park, Marysville Park

15-16 ARTZscape by the Bay, Bridgeview Marina  
(9am - 4pm), Sarnia

16 23rd Annual “The Past & its Wheels” Car Show  
(9:00am-3:00pm), Marysville Park

16 Port Huron Floatdown - Lighthouse Park/Beach (1pm), P.H.

17-22 Beach Week- Fort Gratiot Light Station County Park, Fort 
Gratiot

17- 23 Armada Fair

19-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market-Wed. thru Oct. Fred Moore Hwy., 
Pine Shores Golf Club, St. Clair

19-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

Rusty Fournier
810-982-2340
1808 Pine Grove Ave.
Port Huron
rustyfournier@allstate.com

13
13

26

Subject to terms, conditions and availability. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate 
Insurance Co. © 2013 Allstate Insurance Co.

4040 24th Ave • Fort Gratiot
810-385-0235

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS SINCE 1925

Chiropractic is safe. Chiropractic is natural.
 And Chiropractic works!

www.doctorbend.com

july, august and september calendar of events
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“Let Our Experience Work for You”
Can handle all your auto and light truck repair 
and maintenance needs!

Domestic & Foreign Repairs

3292 Lapeer Rd., Port Huron
West of 32nd Street Visa/Mastercard/Discover

ASE Master 
Technicians

august EvEnts (Continued)
20 Rockin’ the Rivers Concert - 80’s Inc.- The Ultimate 80’s 

Tribute Band, Keifer Park, Port Huron

21-23 St. Clair County Farm Museum Harvest Festival - Goodells 
County Park

21-23 Lapeer Days

22 Harsens Island Bluegrass Festival

22 Fishing Contest- Riverbend Park (8:00am-11:00am), Croswell

23-29 Sanilac County 4H Fair, Sandusky

26-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market-Wed. thru Oct. Fred Moore Hwy., 
Pine Shores Golf Club, St. Clair

26-9/16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

27 Rockin’ the Rivers- Highwaymen-Tribute to Willie, Waylon & 
Johnny (6:00pm), Keifer Park, P.H.

28-8/29 Margaritafest, Lexington

 

sEptEMbEr EvEnts 
2-10/31 Vantage Point Farmers Market - Tues & Sat thru Oct 31, Port 

Huron

2-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market - Wed. thru Oct.-Fred Moore 
Hwy., Pine Shores Golf Club, St. Clair

2 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

3-7 Michigan Peach Festival, Romeo

4-5 Festival of Good Things, Sarnia Bay Marina

4-6 Petrolia & Enniskillen Fall Fair- Petrolia Fairgrounds

5-6 Algonac Art Fair

5 Thumbfest Music Festival (11am-10pm), Lexington

7 Trek the Trestle Trail Walk (11:00am), Avoca

9-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market - Wed. thru Oct.-Fred Moore 
Hwy., Pine Shores Golf Club, St. Clair

9 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

10-13 Richmond Good Old Days, Richmond

11-13 28th Annual Woods-N-Water Outdoor Weekend, Imlay City

12 Fireworks- 10:00pm, Richmond

12 Port Huron Hobo Fest

12 Blue Water Antique & Classic Boat Show, P.H.

12 Art in the Park, Bright’s Grove

12-13 St. Clair Fall Craft Show-Riverview Plaza, St. Clair

12-13 St Clair Kennel Club Dog Show, Goodells County Park

13 Blue Water Social Club’s Paddle & Pour-Black River, P.H.

13 17th Annual Algonac Classic Car Show

13 SCC Child Abuse Neglect Council Walk for Kids’ Sake, 
Lakeside Park, Port Huron

13-18 SCC Child Abuse Neglect Council Roof Sit, Birchwood Mall

16 Classic Car Nights - Wednesdays thru September, A&W 
Lexington

16-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market - Weds.-Oct.-Fred Moore Hwy., 
Pine Shores Golf Club, St. Clair

july, august and september calendar of events



Page 78  |  Vacationland 2015  

I.C.C.
INDEPENDENT CUSTOM CARTS

810.984.CART
(2278)

FROM GOLF CARTS TO CARS & EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN, 
WE CAN CUSTOMIZE IT!
5121 LAPEER ROAD • KIMBALL, MICHIGAN

 FACEBOOK.COM/INDEPENDENTCUSTOMCARTS

sEptEMbEr EvEnts (Continued) 
18-19 Jazz & Blues in the Village-McGibbon Park, Sarnia

19-20 Marine City Heritage Days

18-20 Plympton Wyoming Fall Fair-Wyoming Fair Grounds

19 Marine City Chamber of Commerce Flea Market

20 Downriver Craft Sale, Moore Museum, Mooretown

23-10/28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market - Wed. thru Oct.-Fred Moore 
Hwy., Pine Shores Golf Club, St. Clair

25-27 St. Mary’s Fall Festival-St. Mary’s Church, St. Clair

26 Scarecrow Saturday - Fort Gratiot Bike Path & Nature 
Preserve, Fort Gratiot

26 Lexington Days- OktoberFest 2015

26 Bluewater Angler’s Big Fish Derby, Point Edward

26 Whistles on the Water/Chalk on the Walk-Palmer Park & 
Downtown, St. Clair

30 Blue Water Farmer’s Market - Wed. thru Oct.-Fred Moore 
Hwy., St. Clair

OctObEr EvEnts 
3 Corks, Caps and Cuisine, Sarnia

4-10/31 Vantage Point Farmers Market - Tues & Sat thru Oct 31, P.H.

5 Port Huron Town Hall - Stephen Bogart and Cass Sperling, 
McMorran Place

7 Blue Water Farmer’s Market-Wed. thru Oct.-Fred Moore Hwy, 
St. Clair

10-11 Thanksgiving Market & Sidewalk Sale, Grand Bend

11 6th Annual Fall Colors Bicycle Tour, Harsens Island

14 Blue Water Farmer’s Market-Wed. thru Oct.-Fred Moore Hwy, 
St. Clair

16 Port Huron Museum’s Hoptoberfest 2015

17-18 Pinery Provincial Park Road Race, Grand Bend

17 Haunted Village- Family Event (7:00pm-9:00pm), Port Sanilac

17-18 Lambton Fall Colour  & Craft Festival -Heritage Museum, 
Lambton Shores

21 B.W. Farmer’s Market-Wed. Oct.-Fred Moore Hwy, St. Clair

24 Haunted Village- Family Event (7:00pm-9:00pm), Port Sanilac

24 Halloween Stroll  (10:00am-1:00pm), Sanborn Park, P.H.

28 Blue Water Farmer’s Market-Wed. thru Oct.-Fred Moore Hwy, 
St. Clair

31 Halloween in Lexington

nOvEMbEr EvEnts
7 St. Clair River Turkey Trot - 5K, St. Clair

7-8 Blue Water Antique Dealers- Antique Show, New Haven

7-8 Holiday Market Open House Weekend, Lexington

9 Port Huron Town Hall -Sissy Spacek, McMorran, Port Huron

13-15 Christmas Comes Early in Grand Bend, Grand Bend

13-15 Girlfriend’s Getaway Weekend, Lexington

20 Jingle Bell Walk-Bayside Center to Centennial Park , Sarnia

20-22 Ft Gratiot Light Station Holiday Open House 

september, october, november and december calendar of events
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2014 Holland Ave • Port Huron, MI 48060

810-985-3400
COPY SERVICES - DOCUMENT SERVICES - MAILBOX SERVICES - FAX SERVICES

Rely on our
Pack & Ship Guarantee.*

Our certified Packing Experts pack your 
items right. In fact, we’re so confident 
that if your package is lost or damaged in 
transit, we guarantee you’ll be reimbursed.*

nOvEMbEr EvEnts (Continued) 
20- 12/31 Celebration of Lights -Centennial Park, Sarnia

20 Celebration of Lights & Christmas Parade - St. Clair

21 Christmas Art and Craft Show (9:00am-5:00pm)  
Elks Lodge 343, Port Huron

21 Candlelight Tours of the Lightstation (5:00pm-8:00pm),  
Fort Gratiot Lighthouse

24 Lighted Santa Parade (7:00pm), Marine City

27 Santa Parade, Port Huron

27 Lighted Christmas Parade (5:30pm), Croswell

28 Candlelight Tours of the Lightstation (5:00pm-8:00pm),  
Fort Gratiot Lighthouse

28 Forest Kiwanis Santa Claus Parade

28 Santa Claus Parade, Corunna

28-12/24 Forest Glen Herb Farm - “Christmas Open House” 

    

DEcEMbEr EvEnts
11/28-24 Forest Glen Herb Farm - “Christmas Open House” 

1-31 Celebration of Lights -Centennial Park, Sarnia

4-6 The Nutcracker Ballet, McMorran, Port Huron

4 Christmas in the Park, Petrolia

5-6 Festival of Trees - McMorran, Port Huron

5 Candlelight Tours of the Light Station (5pm), Ft. Gratiot Lighthouse

5 Jingle Bell Run, YMCA, Port Huron

5 Merchant Luminary Walk & Tree Lighting, Lexington

5 Santa Claus Parade, Watford and Petrolia

5 Michigan’s Original Country Christmas Lighted Farm 
Implement Parade-7p, Sandusky

5 Sarnia Kinsmen Christmas Parade of Lights, Sarnia

10 Gourmet Gallop- Restaurant Tour (6:00pm-10:00pm), St. Clair

12 Good Ol’ Fashioned Christmas, Canatara Park

12 Candlelight Tours of the Light Station (5pm), Ft. Gratiot Lighthouse

12 Christmas Horse Parade (2:00pm-3:00pm), Lexington

14 Port Huron Town Hall- The Lennon Sisters, McMorran, P.H.

19 Candlelight Tours of the Light Station (5pm), Ft. Gratiot Lighthouse

31 New Year’s Eve Anchor Drop, McMorran, Port Huron

2016 calEnDar Of EvEnts
1/8-1/11 North American Silver Stick Hockey, Port Huron

1/22-1/25 North American Silver Stick Hockey, Port Huron

1/22 Chilly Fest, Port Huron

1/24 RadioFirst Bridal Show, Port Huron

2/8 Port Huron Town Hall - Jennifer Weiner, McMorran, P.H.

2/12 Richmond Winter & Ice Festival, Richmond

3/14 Port Huron Town Hall -Jo-Ellan Dimitrius, McMorran

3/12 Pub Crawl, Lexington

3/20-3/22 RadioFirst Home, Sport & Garden Show, Port Huron

3/12 St. Patrick’s Parade and Pub Crawl, Port Huron

4/30 Blue Water Salmon Stakes - Voyageur Restaurant, St. Clair

september, october, november and december calendar of events
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Blue Water Area Churches

Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church
3455 Stone Street, Port Huron
(810) 985-5733
Sunday Worship 8:15 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study & Sunday School 9:40 a.m.
From May 24-Sept. 6 
Sunday Worship 8:15 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
No Bible Study or Sunday School

First Congregational Church  
United Church of Christ
300 Adams Street, St. Clair
(810) 329-4142
Interim Rev. Dr. David Wheeler 
Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church  
of Port Huron
811 Wall Street, Port Huron
(810) 985-6191
Pastor Jason Pittman
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m. 
Summer Service -  
Lighthouse Beach 8:00 a.m.

First United Methodist Church
828 Lapeer Ave., Port Huron
(810) 985-8107
Rev. William Wright
Sunday Worship 9:30 and 11:15 a.m.

Gateway Church of Marysville 
1234 6th Street, Marysville
(810) 364-4540
Pastor Dallas Berry 
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.,
Wednesday Worship 7:00 p.m.
www.gatewaymv.org

Grace Episcopal Church
1213 Sixth Street, Port Huron
(810) 985-9539 
Pastor The Rev. Lydia Agnew Speller,  
Sunday Worship 8:00 & 10:00 a.m. 
Saturday 5:30 p.m. 

Holy Trinity Parish Catholic Church
St. Joseph- 1331 7th Street, Port Huron
Sunday Mass 7:30 a.m. & 11 a.m. 
St. Stephen- 325 32nd Street, Port Huron 
Saturday & Sunday Mass 4:00 p.m. & 9:00 a.m. 
Our Lady Guadalupe Mission-  
3110 Goulden Street, Port Huron
(810) 984-2689
Pastor Rev. Brian K. Cokonougher
porthuronsjo.com

Northgate Bible Church 
4311 Pine Grove Avenue, Fort Gratiot
(810) 385-5455, (810)357-9404 Parsonage
Pastor David Caswell & Kirk Slowinski
Sunday School  10:00 a.m.   
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.



Vacationland 2015  |  Page 81

Blue Water Area Churches

St. Edward on the Lake  
Catholic Church
6945 Lakeshore Rd., Lakeport
(810) 385-4340
Rev. Lee Acervo
Monday-Wednesday, Friday
8:00 a.m., Thursday 7:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m. (Memorial Day thru  
Labor Day), 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m.  
and 2:00 p.m. (Latin)

St. John’s United  
Church of Christ
710 Pine Street, Port Huron
(810) 984-5031
Rev. Dr. Richard Hotchkin
Adult Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Children Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Summer hours effective June 21st 
Church and Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
3201 Gratiot Ave., Port Huron
(810) 982-3660
Rev. Robert Diehl and
Rev. Shirley Seely
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
First Wednesday of the month 6:00 p.m.

The Salvation Army 
2000 Court Street, Port Huron
(810) 984-2679
Pastor Majors Mark & Sandra Turner 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Worship 10:45 a.m. 
July 12, 19, 26 & August 2 
Summer Concerts in Pine Grove Park 
6:00 p.m.

Trinity Episcopal Church
5646 Main St., Lexington
(810) 359-8741
Rev. Kay Houck
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
www.trinitylexington.com

Unity of Blue Water 
4371 17th Street, Port Huron
(810) 982-2820
A Positive Path for Spiritual Living
Sunday Service and Youth Ministry 
10:30 a.m. 
www.unityofbluewater.org 
email: urwelcome@unityofbluewater.org
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Your First Resort North.

6560 Peck Rd. Lexington, MI 48450
888-355-4004 or 810-359-7333 • www.lakeviewhills.com

Shuttle Service
available from

Lexington Marina.

• 36 Hole Golf Resort

• On Site Hotel Accommodations

• Full Restaurant & Bar

• Business Seminars

• Conference Center

• Golf Course Condos for Sale

• Golf Packages & Outings

• 16 Lane AMF Bowling Center

• Health Club

• Banquet Facilities up to 400

• 20 miles North of Blue Water Bridge

Capac  
Holly Meadows Golf (Public) ..................... 810-395-4653

Casco Township  
Golden Hawk Golf Club (Public) ................586-727-4681

goodells 
White Oaks Golf Club (Public) ................... 810-325-9292

Harsen’s Island  
Middle Channel Golf and Country Club  
(Public) ...................................................... 810-748-9922

Golf Clubs and Courses
kimball 
Solitude Links Golf Course (Public) ............810-982-3673

Lenox Township  
Oak Ridge Golf Club (Public) ...................... 586-749-5151 
Richmond Forest Golf Course  
(Public) ...................................................... 586-727-4742

Lexington  
Lakeview Hills Golf Resort  
(Public) ...................................................... 810-359-7333

Marysville 
Marysville Golf Course  
(Public) .............810-364-4653

Memphis 
Belle River Golf Club  
(Public) .............810-392-2121

Melvin 
Willow Tree Golf & Country 
Club  
(Public) .............810-387-4001

Port Huron  
Black River Country Club  
(Public) .............810-982-9595 
Elks Golf and Country Club  
(Private) ...........810-982-8531 
Port Huron Golf Club  
(Private) ...........810-385-4447 
Willow Ridge Golf Club  
(Public) .............810-982-7010

Port Sanilac 
Huron Shores Golf Club  
(Public) .............810-622-9961

Sandusky 
E.M.S. Links Golf Course  
(Public) .............810-648-2256

St. Clair 
Pine Shores Golf Course  
(Public) .............810-329-4294 
St. Clair Golf Club  
(Private) ...........810-329-7300 
Rattle Run Golf Club  
(Public) .............810-329-2070

Driving Ranges and Pro Shops 
Golf Country ....810-364-9160 
Krafft Road Driving  
Range ...............810-987-4466

enjoy the many  
beautiful golf courses  
in vacationland!
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WWW.SOLITUDELINKSGOLF.COM

PUBLIC WELCOME
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

5810 FLINCHBAUGH ROAD • KIMBALL, MICHIGAN • 810-982-3673

Restaurant Open Daily for Lunch & Dinner
Banquet Facilities - Corporate Outings - Weddings 

$97 Master’s Club Memberships: Details Online
STATE OF THE ART GPS TABLETS ON ALL CARTS

“LIKE” US ON 
FACEBOOK

addition of 15-inch cup options on his greens for 
those who want a much easier putting option.
  “That’s just trying things to get more golfers and 
I’ve gotten some good feedback. We have several 
leagues that play here and get around very well and 
love it. Seniors like it, especially with our senior rates. 
It’s a very good golf course, and we have regular 
cups on the greens for the traditional golfer, and it is 
public. I think people get a look at the huge building 
and the beauty of the place and think it must be pri-
vate. We’re public and we want that public golfer.”
  The rates are maximum at $45 this year for 18 
holes and a cart at prime time in the summer, and 
as low as $25 in twilight and other seasons. GPS 
technology has been added to the carts and it is easy 
to book on www.solitudelinksgolf.com.
  “My number one goal when I took over was to get 
the golf course in the best shape possible as soon 
as possible,” D’Anna said. “We’ve done that. Now 
it’s getting the golfers to come back that is the chal-
lenge.”
  D’Anna gets some golfers from Port Huron, and 
many from Canada, but would love the Detroit met-
ro market to drive the 35 miles north of Mt. Clemens 
to check out the place.
   “I really believe we have a great golf destination 
here, a great public golf course, a great place for 
groups, everything,” D’Anna said. “We just want 
people to come on over and check us out.”
Put 5810 Flinchbaugh Rd., Kimball, Mich., in your 
GPS device to find the latest GAM must-play desti-
nation. It’s just through the trees, framed by the long 
grass and waiting off I-69 to be rediscovered.

Solitude Links Golf Course

Rates from
$45-$25

The four lakes at Solitude Links Golf Course and 
Banquet Center were created when sand was need-
ed for construction of the new span of the Blue Wa-
ter Bridge from Port Huron to Canada back in the 
1990s. At the time, natural long grasses covered the
 meadows amid the trees.
  Paul D’Anna, the new owner, had always dreamt 
of owning his own golf course. He has not only 
brought the golf course back to prime condition, he 
has brought back the long grass with the planting of 
10 acres of fescue.
  Solitude Links is looking good, from an improved 
playing condition on the bent grass fairways and 
tees to the flowing grass and vistas created via a 
combination of Michigan hardwood trees, sand and 
beautiful blue water on the 300-acre site.
  Originally designed and created by Angelo Torello’s 
construction company in 1999, the course opened 
in 2000 and enjoyed some early popularity. In 2006, 
a large facility became even larger at 25,000 square 
feet with an impressive ballroom addition that can 
host large events and has hosted weddings with 600 
or more guests.
  D’Anna has the golf course and banquet center 
to make his dream a reality. Golfers should come 
back. It’s a Golf Association of Michigan must-play 
because it offers 6,711 yards with five tee positions 
to a very fair 4,289 from the front tee positions. 
While those afraid of hitting golf balls into water face 
a few challenges, it’s not near as intimidating of a 
golf course as it looks from the tees or the impressive 
wrap-around balcony of the banquet center.
  “It’s very playable,” said D’Anna, who is trying the 
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810-364-9160
888-860-9160

golfcountryonline.com

Buy a bucket of balls, get a small complimentary bucket of balls.
(Good to September 30, 2015)

Open Year Round
Complete Pro Shop

Practice Range
Full Repair Service

Custom Clubs
Golf Instructions Adults & Juniors

SERVING THE BLUEWATER AREA FOR 20 YEARS 
WITH EVERYTHING IN THE LINE OF GOLF

Whether you’re a beginner to the 
sport of golf or have been hitting 
the greens for years, you’ll find the 
perfect place for you among the 
many courses in Vacationland.

You’ll find a great selection of driving 
ranges, putting greens and shops 
for equipment, shoes, clothing and 
lessons by area professionals. Many 
courses and clubs feature great 

Vacationland Golf
dining and relaxing atmospheres 
for after the game as well. Whether 
you’re visiting Eastern Michigan or 
Southwestern Ontario for the first 
time or making a return visit, you’ll 
find a great course within a short 
drive from the Blue Water Bridge.

The climate is ideal for golf, with 
a healthy blend of sunshine and 
moderate temperatures.

• 9 Hole Golf Course
• Golf Outings/Packages
• Free Shuttle Service to Marina

515 Fred Moore Hwy. • St. Clair • 810-329-4294 • www.pineshoresgolf.com

Scan To Tour 
Banquet Hall:

Our Exquisite Banquet Rental 
is our ‘Best Kept Secret’

• Seating to 100 for up to 6 hours • $250 or Less!
RESERVE YOUR DATE TODAY!

Championship 18 Hole Course

3300 Country Club Dr.
 Port Huron, Michigan  
810-982-9595

Located  just 1.5 
miles from the I-94 
Water street exit 274

www.blackrivercountryclub.com
for more info or to book a tee-time 

Call the Pro Shop at 810.982.5251

Public Course
Weddings & Special Events

Stay & Play Packages Available!
BLACK RIVER GRILLE

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
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Marysville
City of

A nice place to visit...
a better place to live!

Whether it’s for business, pleasure or putting 
down roots, the City of Marysville, on the banks of 
the St. Clair River, has a lot to offer. Thriving 
industry, exceptional schools and outstanding 
parks make this family friendly waterfront 
community a premier destination.
 Marysville’s prime location on the U.S.-Canadian 
border, gives it international business appeal - 
several major corporations make their homes 
here.
 The award-winning high school is consistently 
ranked in the top 50 schools in the state- and 
received the U.S. News & World Report Silver 
Medal in 2013 and 2014 as one of the top 1,000 
schools in the country.

City of Marysville
111 Delaware Avenue • Marysville, MI 48040

810-364-6613
mvillecity@cityofmarysvillemi.com

www.cityofmarysvillemi.com

 Marysville City Park draws visitors and events 
from around the region, hosting a Little League 
tournament, as well as seasonal festivals. The 
beautiful 18-hole municipal golf course along the 
St. Clair River attracts golfers from across 
Michigan and Canada. The recently completed 
boardwalk Shoreline Restoration Project features 
a new wooden boardwalk and natural shoreline 
along the riverbank.
To learn more about what makes Marysville an 
ideal place to visit and a great place to live, give 
us a call. Better yet, visit us and see for yourself.

MARYSVILLE FRIENDS
OF THE ARTS

EVENTS FOR 2015/2016

Welcome to the  
City of Marysville
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The Marysville Friends of the Arts is proud to sponsor its 
23rd Annual event at the beautiful 58-acre Marysville 
Waterfront Park this August 15th and 16th, 2015.

Set in the park under the trees, 7,000+ visitors will have 
the opportunity to enjoy and purchase the original work 
of over 50 artisans. Artists from across Michigan and 
Canada join locals in displaying their hand-made 
creations.

Drink in the beauty of works fashioned with oils, water 
color, pen & ink, pastels; fresh water pearls, beads, glass 
and gems; wood-turning, wire, metal, stained-glass and 
porcelain; pottery, sculpture, florals and photography. 
You’ll find all these textures and treatments take the 
shape of jewelry, ships, landscapes, plates, portraits, 
furniture, pottery, marine art, garden art & more.

Aiming to stimulate the creative talents of all ages, 
special art activities are scheduled throughout the 
weekend at the “Future Artists” area. “Make & Take” 
projects will be offered for budding artists for tots 
through middle-school ages. In addition, the Marysville 
High School Art Department proudly displays the best 
student work from the previous school year.

The atmosphere will be punctuated both days by several 
great musical performances including all the annual 
favorites with new talent to round out the performance 
arts. Sunday begins with an Ecumenical Service in the 
bandshell.

Fine art in any medium or a unique piece of fine 
craftsmanship is always a great addition to one’s home 
or business.  You’re sure to find reasonable prices on 
amazing original works of art.

Complementing the fine art show will be two distinct 
auto shows sponsored by the Blue Water Region of the 
Antique Automobile Club of America. Saturday’s 
“Rumble In The Park” is open to all classic cars including 
Hot Rods and Custom Muscle Cars. Sunday is the 
Antique Car Invitational. Autos 1959 and older original 
restorations will be displayed behind the Museum on 
Huron Blvd. This show’s Honored Mark is Wills Ste. Claire 
automobile. For complete details, visit  
marysvillefriends.org. 

Florist & Specialty Gifts for All Occasions

www.monicasmagicanddesign.com
1703 Gratiot Blvd. Suite B • Marysville • 810-990-8535

Art in the Park



Vacationland 2015  |  Page 87

Full service repairs  -  Electrical  -  Steering & Brakes
Transmission  -  Diagnostic & Repair

Mon-Fri 8-5 pm All major credit cards accepted

Rick’s Service Center
“Big Red Building” 
Busha Hwy,  Marysville         810-364-3853

“We Bake Our Own Bread”
Serving Breakfast
7 Days a Week

Open by 7a.m. Weekdays

1030 Gratiot, Marysville   810-364-7737

MONTHLY SPECIALS
Start Here for Your Picnic at Marysville Park

YOUR PARTY HEADQUARTERS

The history of the car of Marysville is 
woven around the “Wills Ste. Claire” 
automobile and the automobile, 
photos and memorabilia of the 
Wills Era is on display at the new 
Wills Sainte Claire Auto Museum in 
Marysville with 10 actual Wills. 

Opened in May of 2002, the museum 
is an effort of local antique car 
enthusiasts, who through a grass roots 
effort, have converted a former factory 
into a museum in the Marysville Industrial Park off Busha 
Highway in Marysville. 

The museum educates about the history of C. Harold 
Wills and the Wills Sainte Claire impact on the 
automobile industry.

Approximately 12,000 Wills Sainte Claire automobiles 
were	produced	in	Marysville,	from	1921	to	1926. Possibly	
more important than building luxury autos of the era, 
was Wills’ foresight in building an ideal community 
for his employees. C. Harold Wills (1878 - 1940) began 
working as a draftsman for Henry Ford in 1902. When 
the Ford Motor Company was organized in 1903, Wills 
was the chief engineer and metallurgist. He designed 
every Ford car until he resigned in 1919. Deciding 

to manufacture his own car, Wills 
selected Marysville, a hamlet of 200 
on the banks of the St. Clair River, 
as	the	site	for	C.H.	Wills	& Company.	
In 1921, the first overhead-cam V8 
Wills Sainte Claire was produced. 
Remembered for its Flying Goose 
radiator emblem, it utilized strong, 
lightweight molybdenum steel and 
was the first car to have back-up 
lights. Hydraulic brakes, balloon tires 

and a six-cylinder engine were added before the factory 
closed in 1926. The Chrysler Corporation purchased the 
property in 1935.

The Wills Sainte Claire Auto Museum was established in 
2001 when the Donahey Foundation donated a 12,000 
square foot building on Wills Street in Marysville to 
house the records, literature and actual Wills Sainte 
Claire Automobiles. The museum is located in Marysville, 
off Busha Hwy at 2408 Wills Street in the Marysville 
Industrial Park, across from Mueller Brass. The museum 
is open the second Sunday of the month from 1-5 pm or 
by appointment for schools and other groups. 

For more information, contact Mr. Terry Ernest, Director 
at 810-987-2854 during regular business hours or visit 
their website willsautomuseum.org.

Wills Ste. Claire Automobile

    Photo by Terry Ernest
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Artists and art lovers alike have long 
recognized St. Clair for a summer event 
featuring some of the finest 
presentations of original art found 
anywhere.

This year the Art Fair will be held on 
Saturday, June 27th from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. and Sunday, June 28th from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The 42nd annual Art Fair includes the Riverview Plaza  
and Palmer Park with its famous boardwalk along the  
St. Clair River.

The Art Fair is sponsored and 
coordinated by the members of the Art 
Council. Offices are located in the 
Riverview Plaza in St. Clair.

An exciting change will be in store at the 
2015 Art Fair. The Community 
Foundation of St. Clair County has 

generously funded the renovation of the Center 
Courtyard in the Riverview Plaza. Work started in 
September, 2014 with completion in the Spring of 2015. 
Along with the new, improved courtyard, will come 
some changes to the Art Fair artist booth locations. 

Visitors can expect to see and have the opportunity to 
acquire paintings in oil, water color, and pen and in 
pastels and chalks. Photography is always popular as is 
pottery and porcelain. Artists from all over the state 
have registered to be at this year’s event.

Annual Events in St. Clair

l  Summer Concert Series in Palmer Park

l  Blue Water Farmer’s Market

l  Offshore Boat Race

l  St. Mary’s Fall Festival

l  Celebration of Lights/Christmas Parade

Alice W. Moore
Center for the Arts

home of the St. Clair Art Association

Gift Shop & Gallery - Local & Regional
Artists, Classes, Exhibits & Special Events

Riverview Plaza in Downtown St. Clair

Tues-Fri, 10am-5pm
Sat, 11am-3pm

810.329.9576
info@stclairart.org  |  www.stclairart.org

Featuring the  nest pizza, salads, calzones 
and Italian specialties. 

WE DELIVER- from our kitchen to your table! 
Don’t forget our famous fresh- lled cannolis 

or tiramisu for dessert!
Find our full menu 

and like us on  

810.329.7736
810.326.3801

201 N. Riverside Rd.,
St. Clair 

(in the Riverview Plaza)

St. Clair Art Fair
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The Voyageur 
525 South Riverside Ave, • St Clair, MI 48079

(810) 329-3331 • thevoyageur.com

“Why Go Anywhere Else?”

VoyageurTheVoyageurThe

Sports Bar & Grill Bowling

Riverview Dining

T he Voyageur restaurant, flanking the St. Clair River, grants an elegant 
view of the waterway, with fine cuisine that compliment the fresh 
landscape.
Whether you come for lunch, dinner or a drink with friends, you’ll enjoy a 
breathtaking view (great from any table, thanks to The Voyageur’s large 
picture windows) as huge ocean-faring freighters glide by, only a matter of 
yards from your table!
Be accompanied by live singing and piano music starting at 6pm every 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. And on the street side, The 
Voyageur Sports Bar adds a bits of revelry, featuring Keno, several large 
screen televisions to view all the big games and a great menu.

Come by today. Our friendly staff is waiting to serve you. -
“Why go anywhere else?”

The Voyageur 
525 South Riverside Ave, • St Clair, MI 48079

(810) 329-3331 • thevoyageur.com

“Why Go Anywhere Else?”

VoyageurTheVoyageurThe

Sports Bar & Grill Bowling

Riverview Dining
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view of the waterway, with fine cuisine that compliment the fresh 
landscape.
Whether you come for lunch, dinner or a drink with friends, you’ll enjoy a 
breathtaking view (great from any table, thanks to The Voyageur’s large 
picture windows) as huge ocean-faring freighters glide by, only a matter of 
yards from your table!
Be accompanied by live singing and piano music starting at 6pm every 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. And on the street side, The 
Voyageur Sports Bar adds a bits of revelry, featuring Keno, several large 
screen televisions to view all the big games and a great menu.

Come by today. Our friendly staff is waiting to serve you. -
“Why go anywhere else?”

Situated on the Pine River, a tributary of the beautiful 
St. Clair River, the Saint Clair Boat Harbor has earned its 
reputation as a first choice accommodation for boaters 
arriving from throughout the Great Lakes area. It is a 
spectacular marina centered in the Blue Water Area and 
located just minutes from the downtown of quaint and 
serene St. Clair.

Officially named for community pioneer Charles F. 
Moore, the municipal harbor boasts new floating and 
fixed docks as a part of the main harbor and broad-side 
docking on the city-side of the river. The well-planned 
mix of harbor features and amenities complement the 
diversity of opportunities that exist within the harbor 
confines. Boat clubs and small groups will find the 

Harbormaster’s staff anxious to reserve a pavilion on the 
banks of the harbor for their use. The Harbormaster’s 
building offers washrooms and showers 24 hours daily 
during the boating season. Boat launch facilities are 
available.

Nine new DNR compliant campsites have been added 
at the St. Clair Boat Harbor. Kayak and canoe rentals are 
also available.

For more information, contact the Harbormaster at  
810-329-4125. For reservations call 800-447-2757. 

St. Clair Boat Harbor

St. Clair Riverview Plaza

“THE OLD IS NOW NEW!”  JOIN US FOR OUR 
St. Clair Plaza Park Grand Opening

 June 18, 2015, 5:00  - 7:00 P.M.
201 N. Riverside Ave., St. Clair Riverview Plaza

A unique shopping experience with over 45 businesses
RESTAURANTS, ANTIQUES, CONSIGNMENTS, BOUTIQUES, 

SALONS and so much more! 

Angels Among Us
Antique Mall

(810) 730-4900  |  201 N. Riverside Ave.
Riverview Plaza, St. Clair

Open 7 Days
Monday-Friday 10am to 6pm

Sunday Noon to 5pm

Booth Space, Consignment & Appraisals



Page 90  |  Vacationland 2015  

1935 Fred Moore Hwy., St. Clair, MI                                                 810-329-6638

St. Clair is located at the center 
of the memorable Blue Water 
Area. It is a place where your 
journey suddenly concludes 
where the forever-blue St. Clair 
River meets the Pine River on 
the international boundary 
separating Canada and the 
United States.

St. Clair is a place for seekers of 
the serenity of beautiful 
sunrises and for enthusiasts of mystic lake freighter 
traffic. It’s a place where historical preservation and 
modern community development merge in a seamless 
transition. This is the greater St. Clair area, one of the 
most unique visitor destinations in the entire state of 
Michigan.

Here you can stroll in Palmer Park along the world’s 
longest freshwater boardwalk or take a canoe trip up the 
meandering Pine River. On your visit you will experience 
tree-lined streets providing an inviting backdrop for the 
community’s historic and vintage architecture. You’ll visit 
the beauty of the picturesque old churches of the city, 
one of which houses the St. Clair Historic Museum.

St. Clair is a place left by a time 
when timber ruled the area and 
the wooden vessels that sailed 
the Great Lakes were built. It is 
an area rich in history dating 
back to pre-Revolutionary War 
times and was a major stop for 
the underground railroad of the 
Civil War era. It was the place of 
majestic hotels and excursion 
boats as we moved from the 

19th to the 20th century. This is a place not forgotten; 
one you will always want to remember.

Pickerel (walleye) and perch fishing are especially 
popular here. If you’re like most fishermen, you’ll be 
excited to find yourself in the same spots the locals have 
favored for years. As a boating enthusiast, you’ll fall in 
love with the Saint Clair Boat Harbor with its 120 boat 
slips. And, if you’re a golfer, don’t forget the clubs; there 
are a number of popular courses.

There’s so much more you’ll want to know about the 
greater St. Clair area and the best way to find out is by 
visiting. So, pack your bags and plan on a wonderful and 
relaxing time in St. Clair.

Welcome to St. Clair
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RI ER
BANK
T H E A T R E

Exceptional Entertainment. 
Two Distinct Venues.

PLAYS 
MUSICALS
COMEDY

MUSICAL ACTS 160 S. Water St.
Tickets: $20

358 S. Water St.
Tickets: $26

riverbanktheatre.com | 810-278-1749 | facebook.com/thesnugtheatre

Located in Downtown Marine City

Marine City is located in 
the heart of the St. Clair 
River District, and is only 15 
minutes from I-94. A scenic 
drive along M-29 river route 
will also bring visi tors to this 
picturesque river community. 
The city can also be reached 
by taking a short ferry ride 
from Som bra, Canada.

Marine City is one of three 
international crossings to 
Canada in St. Clair County. The city is also known for 
its’ friendly people, lovely homes, churches, regis tered 
historical sites and the “Nautical Mile”. The Nautical 
Mile, dotted with mini-parks allows visitors a close-up 
look at ocean-going and Great Lakes freighters. Visitors 
may also enjoy the calm Belle River that winds through 
the city, making it perfect for canoe ing.

Shoppers will find a variety of choices including specialty, 
discount and convenience stores in down town Marine 
City, Broadway, Parker and the Riverside Plaza. There 
are motels, restaurants and lounges available to suit 
all tastes - many carrying out a nauti cal theme and 
displaying items of the local shipping industry.

Visitors will find plenty to do and see, including spring 
salmon fishing, summer festival and antique show, and 
the Fall color river tour. Conveniently located in and near 
Marine City are marinas, camping, golfing, horseback 
riding and a public access boat launch.

The restoration of Marine City’s homes and build ings is 
evident, especially in the downtown shopping area. New 
sidewalks and turn-of-the century lamps have created 
additional charm and add to the unique ness of this 
downtown shopping area.

Marine City has a regular ferry service to Sombra, 
Ontario.  Sombra offers a mu se um in a re stored Victo rian 
home, a tea room and many antique and gift shops. 

Marine City
Historically, in the days of the 
wooden freighters, Marine 
City was known as a 
shipbuilding center of the 
Great Lakes. Because of this 
status, many captains and 
sailors made their homes 
here, as evidenced by the 
grand residential architecture 
throughout the historic 
downtown area. Gracious 
“Victorian Painted Ladies” sit 

side-by-side with turn-of-the-century cottages.

Today, waterfront parks are interspersed between 
unique shopping and dining venues along the historic 
waterfront. The Pecha Island lighthouse stands guard, 
keeping a watchful eye over the ever-changing waters of 
the St. Clair River and our neighbor, Canada.

Although freighter building has long since outgrown our 
Belle River and the maritime building barns are long 
gone, on occasion, you can still see a sailor’s family 
standing by the shore, waiting to catch site of their 
seafaring loved one on a passing ship. 

The Snug theatre opened in July 2013 to overwhelming 
support from Marine City and nearby areas. Sold out 
shows like Hello, Dolly! and Gypsy prompted owners to 
open a second venue, Riverbank Theatre in order to 
meet demand. The Snug continues to offer professional 
live theater and special events like Comedy Nights, 
Puppet Shows, Guest Speakers and more.

The Riverbank Theatre, just a few blocks down from The 
Snug, is located in the historic Marine Savings Bank 
building. With its bank vaults and early 1900s 
architecture still intact, theatre-goers will feel as though 
they are stepping back in time. Riverbank 
accommodates 179 patrons with tiered and box seating 
and will feature state-of-the-art lighting and sound 
technology.
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Vacationland has many parks, turnouts and camping 
facilities to enjoy. Enjoy everything from fishing to 
swimming, camping to just viewing the traffic on the 
busy St. Clair River and Lake Huron.

Algonac State Park* (810-765-5605) 
Two miles north of Algonac on M-29 -camping, fishing

Armstrong’s Lakeport Resort* (810-385-5887) 
7024 Lakeport Drive, Lakeport

emmett k.O.A.* (810-395-7042) 
Family Campground and R.V. Park, 3864 Breen Rd., 
Emmett

Blue Water Bridge Park - Under bridge at State St. 
Board walk

Fort Trodd* (810-987-4889) 6350 Lapeer Road, Clyde. 
Barth Road exit off I-69, 6 miles west of Port Huron.

Lakeport State Park* (810-327-6224) Twelve miles 
from Port Huron on US-25 camping,  
fishing, swimming

Lakeside Park - Port Huron, Gratiot Ave. north of 
Holland Ave., swimming

Lake Huron Campground* (866-360-2267) 
2353 N. Lakeshore Road, Port Sanilac

Lighthouse Park - Port Huron at foot of Garfield St., 
swimming, picnicking

Marysville City Park - Marysville, on River Rd. and 
Huron Blvd. - fishing, abundant picnic facilities, 58 
acres

Mermaid Park - Marysville, just north of the junctions 
of US-25 and M-29 small “turnout” park for viewing 
river

Pine grove Park - Port Huron, on Pine Grove Ave. 
just north of business district - picnicking, recreation, 
fishing

Pine River Center - 2585 Castor Rd., Goodells, natural 
heritage of area

Port Huron kOA* (810-987-4070) 5111 Lapeer Road, 
Port Huron - camp ing, recreation

Port	Huron	Township	RV Park*	(810-982-6765) 
2301 Water Street, Port Huron - camp ing

Riverfront Park - St. Clair, along M-29 longest 
freshwater boardwalk in the world: 1,500 feet

Riverview	Campground	& Marina	RV Park*	 
(810-794-0182) 4175 M-29, Algonac

Ruby Campground* (810-324-2766) 
7700 Imlay City Road, Avoca

South Park - Port Huron turnout park, bounded by 
North and South Boulevards, ideal for viewing river 
traffic.

Thomas edison Park - 3300’ long just south of the 
Blue Water Bridge in front of the Thomas Edison Inn. 
Great place to view the shipping along the St. Clair 
River.

*Camping Facilities

Parks and Campgrounds



Vacationland 2015  |  Page 93

Algonac, the Venice of Michigan. First settled in 1805 by 
John Martin, Algonac was the fourth village laid out on 
the St. Clair River. Today Algonac embraces its nautical 
contributions, being the birthplace of Chris Craft Boats 
and the former home of Gar Wood. The downtown area 
offers 1,800 feet of boardwalk along the beautiful St. 
Clair River and many canals wind their way throughout 
the city, which has given Algonac its nickname ‘’The 
Venice of Michigan”.

It’s situated on the largest fresh-water delta in the world 
at the mouth of the St. Clair River. It is also known as the 
Pickerel Capitol of the World and each year hosts the 
annual Pickerel Tournament, this beginning on July 1st 
through July 5th. It’s the 77th year of the event.

When you visit the greater Algonac area you’ll hear the 
stories of the great power boating era. A man by the 
name of Chris Smith motored his rowboat at 9 miles per 
hour with the first gasoline powered boat and changed 
the world forever.

Smith joined with John “Baldy” Ryan in 1911 and built a 
speedboat. The “Baby Reliance” won the first race it ran. 
Smith continued to build boats and in 1915 his boat 
entered the famous Gold Cup race on the Detroit River. 
The “Miss Detroit’’ was the fastest boat in the race and 
brought the “Gold Cup” to the Midwest for the first 
time. 

Smith teamed with Gar Wood and built and raced boats 
for years. On February 5, 1932, Wood raced his boat at 
over 100 miles per hour in Florida and in September of 
that same year the “Miss America IX” traveled 124 miles 
per hour in the St. Clair River at Algonac.

The Chris Smith & Sons Boat Company was formed in 
Algonac in 1922 and for over 60 years this worldwide 
boat building empire was a leader in production of 
powered pleasure boats by the name of Chris Craft.

Today Algonac is one of the most beautiful river settings 
in Vacationland. Rich in nautical history the city features 
Offshore Boat Races, Antique Boat and Car shows each 
summer.

There is also ferry access to Walpole Island, Canada 
located in Algonac.

Algonac Pickerel Tournament

l  Antique Boat Show June 26th-27th

l  Fishing Tournament July 1st

l  Kids’ Parade July 1st, 6 p.m

l  Crowning of Queen July 3rd, 6 p.m.

l  Fireworks July 3rd, 10 p.m.

l  Kids’ Fishing Tournament July 4th

l  Antique Boat Parade July 4th, 4 p.m.

l  Parade July 5th, 2 p.m.

Algonac

Local News & 
Sports at wphm.net

Find 
us on &

1380
WPHM
am

NEWS 
- TALK - 
SPORTS

Paul Miller   Bill Gilmer   Dennis Stuckey
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Lakeport
Discover a bit of 
Michigan paradise in 
your own backyard. 
This lakefront 
community is situated 
between the day-use 
and campgrounds of 
Lakeport State Park. 
The park features over 
347 acres of well-cared 
for grounds with 286 
campsites to enable 
anyone to enjoy a 
picnic or for activities 
such as camping, 
swimming or fishing 
on the shores of 
beautiful Lake Huron. The park also offers a picnic area 
with shelters, mini-cabins, a beach house, concession 
stand, a playground, and hiking trails with an Interpreter 
and Adventure Ranger Programs. 

Basketball courts, playground, volleyball courts are also 
available at the park. There is auxiliary parking available, 
paved interior roads, showers and tenting areas. Fire 

rings/fire pits and 
shade trees are 
available at most  
camp sites.

For the boating and 
fishing enthusiast 
there is a state 
managed boat launch 
site in Lexington, 
about 10 miles north 
of the park. The 
Port Huron State 
Game Area, with 
over 6,000 acres is 
within a 15-minute 
drive and provides 
opportunities for 

hiking year round and hunting in season.

Reservations are required for camping sites, cabin and 
picnic shelters. Be sure to call in advance for site and 
camping availability. 

For camping reservations to the Lakeport State Park and 
other Michigan campgrounds, call: 1-800-444-PARKS. 

For information on local events and activities at the park, 
please call 810-327-6224. The park is 10 miles north of 
Port Huron and 68 miles north of Detroit.

Lakeport is the commercial hub of Burtchville Township 
and offers residents and visitors many conveniences 
without traveling very far. Shoppers can find groceries, 
fishing bait, firewood, banking services and more at 
area businesses. To satisfy your appetite, visit one of 
the family style restaurants, or relax at one of the cozy 
pubs with friends. To cool your taste buds, ice cream 
is available for everyone. Bed & Breakfasts, and resort 
cabins are also available for overnight travelers. 

For more information on Lakeport and Burtchville 
Township, call (810) 385-5577.

Big
George’s

Bar Now Open!

810.327.6534
7870 Lakeshore Rd • One Mile North of Lakeport State Park

Now Serving New York Style Pizza!
Delivery Available! Call for Details!

Open Year   
Round!

CONEY ISLAND RESTAURANT
“Where Friends & Families Dine In”
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Putt Putt Golf  |  Batting Cages 
 Bumper Boats  |  Bankshot Basketball  

The Bowl Water Slide  |  Giant Jumping Pillow

5055 Lapeer Road, Kimball
Located next to Port Huron KOA 

Open to the Public

(810) 982-5090

businesses have located in 
this growing area recently. 
A KOA Campground that 
features over 300  sites and 
119 cabins and the adjacent 
Sawmill City. 

Sawmill City features putt-putt 
golf, batting cages, bumper 
boats, viper style go-carts, 
bankshot basketball for non-
stop entertainment for the 
whole family.  

And Sawmill City has two brand new water slides and a 
Giant Jumping Pillow for kids of all ages. 

Sawmill City is located in Wadhams just off I-69 at 5055 
Lapeer Road. Just two miles to the west is Fort Trodd, a 
private campground that is situated on a 40-acre private 
lake.

Hundreds of new homes have been built in the area 
in recent years. While these developments have had a 
tremendous impact on the area, it’s only a portion of the 
bright, new future for Wadhams.

One of Wadham’s best natural 
resources is its’ people. The 
almost forgotten charm of 
a slower, more gracious era 
is still found in this small 
community on the crossroads. 
Perhaps, since the bridge over 
the Black River has been a 
funnel to thumb-area traffic 
for decades, the residents are 
experts with directions and 
helpful advice, but there is 
more, much more.

This community believes in progress in the best sense 
of the word. It is unwilling to relinquish a strong hold 
on traditional values, but Wadhams is growing to meet 
the needs of its’ citizens. With easy access to I-69 and 
I-94, this little community once again finds itself on the 
crossroads of change. With easy access to metropolitan 
areas, many new residents are seeking the gentle, rolling 
hillsides of Black River for a home. In fact, Wadhams is 
one of the fastest growing areas in Vacationland.

Fast food restaurants, banks and many other commercial 

Wadhams
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1393 Wadhms Rd. • Smiths Creek
810-367-3510 Mr. Jinx says

www.fcsimpsonlime.com
propane tanks FILLeD For rvs & grILLs

Located in the 
center of St. 
Clair County, 
close to I-69 
and Lapeer 
Rd. (Old 
M-21). The 
park is open 
daily from 8 
am to 10 pm. 
Admission is 
free (except 
during some 
special 
events). 
Goodells 
County Park is 
also home to 
a state of the 
art Splashpad, 
which is open 
Memorial Day through Labor Day. The hours of operation 
are 10 am to 8 pm. 

The Historical Village, which includes the Columbus 
Baptist Church, Murphy/ Ryan Farmhouse (1872), Lynn 

Township 
School 
(1885), C.C. 
Peck Bank 
(1908), and 
the Mudge 
Log Cabin 
(1860) are 
tributes to St. 
Clair County’s 
rich history.

The St. Clair 
County Farm 
Museum 
represents 
over 150 
years of 
farming in the 
county. The 
museum is 
housed in the 

historic barns of the St. Clair County Poor Farm/Medical 
Centre (1873-1993).

The Butterfly Garden provides the perfect place for some 
quiet reflection, while providing a colorful habitat for 
caterpillars and butterflies.

The BMX Track allows members to compete on a 
challenging and exciting race course. Radio controlled 
model cars, trucks and planes find action and excitement 
at the Redline Racing dirt track and the Propbusters 
airfield.

The playground area offers equipment for both younger 
and older children. 

Equestrian areas provide opportunities for young people 
and adults alike to develop or strengthen their horse 
handling skills.

The beautiful setting at Goodells County Park makes it 
the ideal place for an outdoor wedding. 

Goodell’s County Park
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Hours:
Monday - Thursday 
6:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

COMPLETE FAMILY EYE CARE
GLASSES, CONTACT LENSES   

Hard, RGP, Soft, Disposal, Disposable, Bifocal, Astigmatism

Treatment and management of eye disease
Refractive Surgery Comanagement

Medicare, Medicaid & Most Insurances
(810) 982-EYES

Phone Answered 24 Hours A Day For Emergencies

4868 Lapeer Road, Kimball MI 48074

BOARD CERTIFIED

Drive up window for your convenience.

M. TOPOLEWSKI, O.D., F.A.A.O.
        J. TOPOLEWSKI, O.D.

Port Huron KOA
A family Resort camping  experience.

5111 Lapeer Road * Kimball, Michigan 48074 
Phone: 810-987-4070

www.koa.com/campgrounds/port-huron

2844 Pine Grove Ave. • Port Huron • 810-985-5559 
1345 24th St. • Port Huron • 810-966-0705

825 Michigan Ave. • Marysville • 810-364-1538

W e  D e l i v e r  A l l  D A y !

Pizza • Subs • Jet’s Bread • Deli Boats
Jet’s Wings • Beverages • Salads

www.jetspizza.com

This rail route under the St. Clair River is more than a 
mile in length and 15 feet under the St. Clair River 
bottom.  The Canadian National railway tunnel connects 
Port Huron Michigan and Sarnia, Ontario.  The tunnel is 
a major highway for double stack container trains that 
are used to move vast amounts of freight across the 
Canadian – U.S. Border.

At the time of its completion in 1995, the tunnel was 
one of the largest construction projects in North 
America and replaced the first underwater tunnel in the 
world that was opened in 1891.

A state-of-the-art boring machine that was guided by 
satellite, lasers and computer technology burrowed 
under the river into soft clay deposits to carve the new 
tunnel.  Following completion of the St. Clair River  
project, the boring machine, nicknamed “Excalibore”, 
was dismantled and moved to another tunnel boring 
project in Europe.  Excalibore weighed over 724 tons and 
was powered by eight 300 horsepower motors and cost 
over $17 million dollars.

The exact length of the tunnel is 6,130 feet and the top 
of the tunnel is 15 feet below the river bottom.

The St. Clair Tunnel
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The 640’ Mill Creek Trestle is the showpiece of the 
Wadhams to Avoca Trail. Built in the Late 1800s, the 
60 ft. high trestle is decked and railed to provide safe 
access for trail users. Four overlooks provide spectacular 

views perfect 
for photo 
opportunities. 
The trestle 
is located 
between Beard 
and Imlay City 
Roads. Parking 
lots and vault 
toilets are 
provided at 
the Lapeer Rd., 
Imlay City Rd. 
and Avoca Rd. 
trail heads. 
Additional 
parking is 
available at the 

Wadhams Road trail head provided by the By-Lo gas 
station.

Trek the Trestle Trail Walk - September 7, 2015 
The St. Clair County Parks & Recreation Commission is 
hosting this 6th annual walk on Labor Day. The 5-mile 
walk is part of the Labor Day Community Walks, which 
are held throughout the state in conjunction with the 
Mackinac Bridge Labor Day Walk to support “Getting 
Michigan Moving.”  

The Wadhams to Avoca Trail utilizes more than 12 
miles of a historic rail line formerly owned by the CSX 
Company. The centerpiece of the trail is the 640-foot 
long Mill Creek Trestle, which is the longest rail trail 
bridge in the State of Michigan.  Built in the late 1800’s, 
the 60-foot high trestle has been decked and railed 
to provide safe access for walkers and bicyclists. Four 
overlook areas have also been installed on the trestle 
so the trail users can enjoy the beautiful views up and 
down the Mill Creek Valley.

The Bridge to Bay Trail extends from St. Clair County’s 
northern border, under the Blue Water Bridges, through 
Port Huron, Marysville, St. Clair, Marine City, and 
Algonac; past state and municipal parks, museums, 
gazebos, and lighthouses. In most cases, the trail is 
within reach of the water’s edge and in others it is a 
few miles inland.  
The Bridge to Bay Trail is a cooperative trail program 
involving the St. Clair County Parks and Recreation 
Commission and 13 local units of government along the 
shoreline. Individual communities are responsible for 
designating trail routes, developing and constructing 
their trail sections, and maintenance, regulation, and 
policing. 

The Bridge to Bay Trail is diverse in style, landscape 
and purpose. Various sections include boardwalks, 
riverwalks, rail trails, safety paths and bike paths. 
Parts of the trail share transportation corridors with 
state highways and county thoroughfares, while other 
sections pass through quiet wood lots and wetlands. 
Some sections - in and around Algonac State Park, the 
East China Township Park and Pine Grove Park - are 
purely recreational.

Wadhams to Avoca Trail is a non-motorized trail that is 
open year round. Currently the trail begins at Griswold 
Road in Port Huron Township and runs over 12 miles 
to the Northwest, ending in downtown Avoca. Over 5 
miles of the trail are paved, starting at Griswold Rd. and 
ending at McLain Rd. The remainder of the trail (7.0 
miles), between Avoca Rd. and McLain Rd. is surfaced 
with limestone fines.

Bridge to Bay Trail

We Are a ‘No Time Limit’ Shelter
We are Funded by Donations Only

6266 Lapeer Rd. (2 Miles West of Wadhams)  |  Clyde, MI  48049  |  810-987-4357
www.bluewaterareahs.org  |  bluewaterareahs@comcast.net

Tues. thru Fri. 9:30 am to 4:30 pm 
Sat. 9:30 am to 3:00 pm  
Closed Sunday and Monday

Our mission is to care for homeless animals until they are adopted into permanent, loving homes and to end,  
through spaying and neutering, the horrific pet over population which exists in St. Clair County.
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A charming 
harbor village 
on the shores 
of Lake Huron, 
situated 20 
miles north of 
Port Huron, 
Lexington has 
earned the 
moniker of the 
first resort 
north.  Visitors 
experience the 
relaxed feeling 
of an “up 
north” resort 
area with a 
short easy 
drive.

The Village of Lexington offers an appealing combination 
of sophistication and history, along with a touch of 
nostalgia for a way of life of years gone by.  Unique 
shops, cultural entertainment and family dining, along 
with B&Bs and a wealth of quaint cottages await your 
visit.  Visitors enjoy recreational facilities and modern 
facilities in a charming lifestyle of a century ago.

The historic downtown shopping district leads you to a 
State Harbor of refuge with a limestone seawall, 
featuring a walkway surrounded by breathtaking views 
of Lake Huron. The clean open beachfront area provides 
swimming, boating, kayaking and other water activities. 
Bike paths through the village and up to the Thumb area 
are just a part of Lexington’s recreational opportunities.  
Lexington’s Tierney Park and Lester Park are filled with 
tennis courts, walking trails, soccer fields, a pickle ball 
court and lakeside benches to relax and enjoy the view.  

Lexington
Nearby golf 
courses and 
driving ranges 
will please the 
golfer in the 
family.  State 
parks, RV 
facilities and 
camping are 
only a few 
miles from 
Lexington.

Summer 
brings the 
Music in the 
Park series 
presented by 
the Lexington 
Arts Council, a 

free concert series on Friday nights June 26th through 
August. The 36th Annual Lexington Fine Arts Street fair 
is held August 1st and 2nd, featuring over 125 artists 
and fine crafters to the streets of the downtown area.  
Thumbfest, a celebration of traditional music fills the 
streets of Lexington on Saturday, September 5th. A Bach 
Festival, classic car shows, motorcycle shows and tractor 
shows are also held in Lexington’s busy summer 
schedule.  An active Lexington Business Association 
coordinates events and activities all summer long.  One 
of the most popular events is the celebration of 
Independence Day with a harbor front display of 
Fireworks on July 3rd and an All American parade on 
July 4th.  It is a celebration like you remember- family, 
friends and Americana at its best.   
A schedule of events and details can be found at  
www.lexingtonmichigan.org.

Visit Lexington, you’ll find something for everyone in a 
relaxed setting. It’s the kind of Lakeside village you’ll 
remember fondly.

Always great fun to play on the many beaches in  
Vacationland. Splashing in the water, digging holes in the sand, 
playing games or just relaxing. It’s fun for young and old alike. 
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Welcome to Lexington’s 20 15-2016 Calendar of Events

SHERIDAN
Real Estate & Insurance

Lexington
Office

6667 S. Lakeshore Rd.

810-359-7000

Imlay City
Office

1814 S. Cedar Rd.

810-724-2050

sheridanagency.com

WITH 3 OFFICES TO SERVE YOU!

townandcountrymichigan.com

LEXINGTON
5543 Main St. 

(810) 359-5000

PORT SANILAC
7296 Main St. 

(810) 622-5000

BROWN CITY
4256 Main St. 

(810) 346-2700

#1 in
Service

“Serving the People...Behind the Properties”

May
2-3 Lexington In Bloom 
7 LBA Spring Mingler   
9 Tierney Park Clean-Up, 9 AM-1 PM (May 16th rain date)
22-23 Moore Public Library Book & Plant Sale, 9 AM-5 PM  
 Friday and Saturday
25 Memorial Day Parade, 11:00 AM

June
6-7 Civil War Weekend
20 A&W Antique Tractor Show, 10 AM-5 PM
20 Solstice Thumbfest Fundraiser, 7 PM-10 PM
20-21 Lakeside Craft Show, 10-6 Sat, 10-5 Sun
26 Music in the Park-Collision Six, 7:30 PM
27 A&W Classic Car Show, 10 AM-5 PM
  

July
3 Independence Day Fireworks, Dusk 
4 Independence Day Parade, 11 AM
4 Music in the Park-Tim McGraw Tribute, 7:30 PM 
5 Fireman’s Pancake Breakfast, 7 AM – Noon
10 Music in the Park, Boogie Dynomite, 7:30 PM
17 Music in the Park, Thornetta Davis, 7:30 PM
18 Lexington Triathlon
24 Music in the Park, Bob Seger Tribute, 7:30 PM
25 Sanilac County Humane Society, Battle of the Bands, 7:00 PM
31 Music in the Park, Devin Scillian with Arizona Sun, 7:30 PM

 14 All Michigan Brews on tap!! 

 Hand Crafted Fresh Michigan 
   Pub Cuisine! 

 Homemade burger buns! 

 House smoked pork! 

 Deep dish and hand tossed pizza 
   with fresh house made sauce!    with fresh house made sauce! 

 Relaxing friendly atmosphere!

 Family friendly.

Water Tower Sports Pub
Lexington, MI

Check out: www.WaterTowerSportsPub.com 
Or call us at: 810-359-3310

Events, dates and times are subject to change. Please check 
sponsored websites for details. The Music in the Park Series and 
The Bach Festival are sponsored by the Lexington Arts Council, 
lexarts.com. Events highlighted in green are sponsored by the 
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Welcome to Lexington’s 20 15-2016 Calendar of Events

August
1-2 Moore Public Library Book Sale, 9 AM-5 PM Fri, 10AM-3PM Sat
1-2 Lexington Fine Arts Street Fair, 10-6 Sat, 10-5 Sun
7 Music in the Park-Persuasion, 7:30 PM
7-9 Antique Yard Sale Trail
8 Lexington 5K Run, 9:00 AM
14 Music in the Park, Madcat Midnight Blues Journey, 7:30 PM
21 Music in the Park, Dave Bennett “Rocking the 50s”, 7:30 PM
28-29 Margaritafest

September
5 Thumbfest, 10 AM-10PM
13-20 Bach Festival
26-27 Lexington Days Oktoberfest

October
31 Halloween in Lexington

november
7-8 Holiday Market Squares/Open House Weekend
13-15 Ladies Weekend

December
5 Christmas Tree Lighting & Merchant Luminary Walk 
12 Christmas Horse Parade, 2:00 PM
23 6th Annual Christmas Eve-Sing-a-Long, 7 PM-10 PM

Lexington Business Association (LBA), lexingtonmichigan.org. 
Margaritafest 2015 is co-sponsored by the Lexington Arts 
Council & The Lexington Business Association.
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The vibrant village of Port 
Sanilac is filled with activities 
and fun throughout the year!  

Beginning Memorial Day 
weekend is the Farmer’s 
Market every Friday from  
3 -7 pm through October 
30th. Stop by on your way to 
the cabin or campground to 
pick up some goodies.

The weekend following 
Memorial Day brings Civil War 
Days. With re-enactments 
of great battles and great speeches, and historical 
presentations on the underground railroad, this event 
is sure to be educational and enjoyable. This weekend 
also marks the beginning of our summer concert series, 
Music at the Harbor.  Every Saturday night through Labor 
Day come to Harbor Park for a free concert. 

Later in the summer is the fantastic 4th of July celebration 
which includes the annual parade. Don’t miss the 
children’s concert in the park immediately following 
the parade. The evening of the parade brings a dinner 
social at the Lutheran church followed by Music at the 
Harbor and finally the fireworks. Port Sanilac offers the 
finest fireworks in the Thumb.  The third weekend of 
July brings the Bark Shanty Festival and all of its exciting 

Port Sanilac
activities.  From shanty races 
to 5K races, from talent 
shows to live entertainment, 
and from childrens’ games to 
carnival adventure rides, the 
Bark Shanty Festival offers 
something for the entire 
family!

On August 14th and 15th, 
join us for our Antique 
Boat Show which features 
antique, wooden vessels 
from the early twentieth 

century. There will be boat races and live entertainment, 
a beer tent and excellent food, and fun to be had by the 
whole family.  

You can also participate in the Antique Yard Sale Trail.  
From Sebewaing in the north to Marine City in the south 
the Antique Yard Sale Trail is the place to be for bargain 
hunters and antique collectors.

As fall comes around the Boo Fest blows into town.  
Stopping at the Sanilac County Historical Museum, 
families will be able to participate in scarecrow 
decorating contests, treasure hunts, and other exciting 
events.  All events are free.

These are just a few of the wondrous activities that Port 
Sanilac offers visitors.
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Croswell
Croswell, home 
of the “Swinging 
Bridge”, (pictured) 
is a community 
with pioneer spirit, 
hometown values 
and progressive 
thinking. Visitors will 
find much to do and 
see in Croswell. 

   The Swinging 
Bridge Festival to 
be held July 31 - 
August 1, provides 
entertainment and 

activi ties for the whole family. The festival highlights 
the community’s foot-traffic bridge. Affectionately 
known as the “be good to your mother-in-law 
bridge”, it is 139 feet in length and is a one-of-a-
kind for Michigan. Completed in 1905 the bridge 
provides easy access to Riverbend Park. Festival 
highlights include cardboard boat races and a 
fireworks display.

Riverbend Park features a picnic area, covered 
pavilion and playground. To get to the park, go 
north on Howard to the traffic light, turn west, go 
over the Sanborn Bridge, then north on Nims. The 
park is on the banks of the Black River and is located 
in the downtown area.

Shoppers will find many goods and services in 
the downtown area and on M-90. Businesses 
offer groceries, hardware, appliances, furniture, 
automotive parts, jewelry, flowers, antiques, 
banking and family-style restaurants.  A stop 
downtown wouldn’t be complete without a visit 
to some of the oldest family-owned and operated 
businesses in Croswell; Westbrook Hardware (1888) 
and Nehmer’s Jewelry (1919). If you remember 
the sound of old hardwood floors and the smell of 
“counter candy” then stop in the Pabst Ben Franklin 
dime store (1934), you won’t be dis appointed.

Also, if other time-honored traditions suit your 
fancy, then the Croswell Agricultural Fair is a 
must see. Events are June 14-20 at the Croswell 
Fairgrounds. You can’t beat the excitement of 
all this 131 year-old fair offers. To get to the 
fairgrounds, take M-90 to Croswell Road, turn North 
and follow the signs. The first train from Port Huron 
arrived in Croswell in 1879. The Croswell Historical 
Depot Museum features railroad and other area 
memorabilia. The museum is open Saturday and 
Sunday, 1-5pm.and is located on Depot Dr., off 
Wells Street.

Call the Croswell/Lexington Chamber of Commerce 
at 810-359-2292 for more information.
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Welcome home to Yale, where we are “Full 
of Bologna and Proud of it!”

Since 1989 this quaint little town in the 
Thumb of Michigan has celebrated their 
heritage of local bologna making and along 
the way, the fun and excitement has 
continued to grow. We have been featured 
on radio, in magazines and on television for 
the quirky festival that just makes you 
laugh, and we love every minute of it. 
Hometown pride and the great importance 
of family and community spirit are all rolled 
into one during the three day extravaganza 
of everything ‘bologna’. It takes hundreds 
of volunteers to welcome you to this 
beautiful small town, and many of them 
have been helping the festival continue 
into the next generation.

We not only greet you like Royalty, we 
crown our Royal Family on Friday of the 
festival. Our King and Queen of Bologna 
and Prince and Princess of Hot Dog reign 
over the festivities and are cheered on for 
their hard work and dedication. The money 
they raise helps keep our festival virtually 

Almont • Armada • Capac 
Emmett • Imlay City • Memphis • Yale

800-905-7392 
www.csbbank.comMember FDIC

July 24, 25 & 26, 2015

For more information about the  
Bologna Festival, please visit:

www.yalechamber.com  
or call (810) 387-YALE

Yale Bologna Festival

Found yourself in TROUBLE 
and need an attorney in a HURRY?!

 

No need to worry, 
you can count on S. Curry.

You have the constitutional right 
to remain silent. Use it!

CALL NOW! 

810-294-0272
 S.Curry Attorney & Counselor at Law  |  Certiied Mediator

 scurry@bradieldcurry.com  |  www.bradieldcurry.com

Beverage of the Blue Water Area
and Yale Bologna Festival
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July 24, 25 & 26, 2015

For more information about the  
Bologna Festival, please visit:

www.yalechamber.com  
or call (810) 387-YALE

free to everyone who comes. Our Main 
Street is shut down for the event and world 
class entertainment, as well as Outhouse 
Races, Cake Walks, Watermelon Eating 
Contests, Pet Parades and the best of all 
our Big Bologna Parade can be enjoyed by 
all ages.

Do you want to come home to a small 
town and experience a place that has 
everything you remember, and what you 
believe is the best about America? Then it’s 
no bologna when we say that Yale is the 
place for you in July. The Yale Bologna 
Festival has fun for children of all ages and 
fun for the young at heart. From 1 to 100, 
we know you won’t be able to resist a slice 
of our famous C. Roy, Inc. Yale Bologna and 
also a slice of life like you remember it.

Come and celebrate July 24, 25, 26, 2015 
for the best party around. It’s no bologna...
you’ll love Yale! 

Check the Yale Area Chamber of Commerce 
website for updates on the festival 
schedule at www.yalechamber.com

Yale Bologna Festival

Visit us on the Web at www.longsgas.com

H FREE Tank Lease
H FREE Safety LP Gas Check
H 24 Hour Customer Service
H Family Owned & Operated Since 1951

2535 Van Dyke., Marlette
(989) 635-3596

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm, Sat. 8am - 12pm

7544 Brockway Rd., Yale
(810) 387-2033

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm, Sat. 8am - 12pm

Free Tank
Installation!

Guaranteed
Prices!

PROPANE

PROPANE
GAS LLC

1-800-LONG GAS

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIA L • FARM

PROPANE FILLING STATION
Cylinders and Motorhomes

If you are not satisfied with your current propane supplier – 
make the switch to Long’s today!

Call ForA Quote Today!

LARGE VARIETY OF SPECIALTY MEATS
ORDER
ONLINE
TODAY!

WWW.JOHNSTONSMEAT.COM

     MICHIGAN-MADE PRODUCTS,
BEER AND LIQUOR • 6,000 PRODUCTS!

Beef/Venison Snack Sticks and Jerky
Pork and Turkey Jerky • Summer Sausage 
Smoked Salmon, White Fish AND MORE!

VENISON • BEEF • HOGS • WILD GAME PROCESSING
STATE, USDA AND HACCP-CERTIFIED

FRESH 
CUT 

MEATS 
DAILY

CHECK 
OUT OUR 

MEAT 
BUNDLES

WE SPONSOR: 
Wheelin 457 Team • Whitetail Unlimited

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation • QDM • Hunters for Hunger
New Hours: Mon-Fri: 7am-7pm • Sat: 9am-7pm • Sun: 10am-6pm

Planning a party? Let us do the work for you! 
We offer fresh meat bundles, mouth-watering fried chicken, 
party and custom deli trays, delectable desserts and more 

to make any occasion a memorable one. 

Stop by or call us today!  Vinckierfoods.com

Vinckier Foods is YOUR local grocery store with 
four convenient locations to serve you!

Almont
(810) 798-2004
4545 Van Dyke Rd.
Armada
(586) 473-8031
22960 W. Main St.

 Wadhams-Kimball
(810) 987-9930

5275 Lapeer Rd.
Yale

(810) 387-2132
115 S. Main St.
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Just 15 miles west of Lake Huron, 
ORV friendly Sandusky is located 
at the intersection of two state 
highways (M-46 & M-19) and 
is home to a growing industrial 
park, excellent educational and 
healthcare facilities as well as 
modern, well equipped, well 
trained police & fire departments.

Sandusky offers all of the services 
and resources you would expect from a much larger 
city, while maintaining its rural character and small town 
values. Agriculture, industry and retail converge in the 
area of this progressive, hardworking community.

Sandusky offers many recreational opportunities and is 
a beehive of activity. Not only are ORV’s permitted on all 
city streets, it’s also home to several annual celebrations 
including the Michigan Thumb Festival (last full weekend 
in June), the Sanilac County 4-H Fair in August, as well 
as the ever popular Country Christmas Lighted Farm 
Implement Parade and Miss Sanilac County Scholarship 
Pageant in December. The town features more than 60 
acres of public parks, a tri-plex movie theater, as well as 
the Colleen J. Howe Hockey Arena (October-April). The 
arena was named in honor of the late wife of hockey 
legend Gordie Howe. Mrs. Howe was born and raised in 
the area and the Howes were instrumental contributors 
to the formation of the Sanilac County Hockey 
Association. 

The Sandusky Municipal Airport (Y83) is located just 2.5 
miles north of town. It features a modern paved 3100’ 
runway and fuel service. Sandusky’s Industrial Park is 
located on the east side of town and offers both lots and 
existing buildings for sale. Several incentives exist for 
developers.

Visitors will find quaint antique and specialty shops 
in the historic downtown shopping district, that are 
complemented by larger K-Mart and Walmart shopping 
on the west side. Two motels, 17 full service and 
franchise restaurants, gift stores, auto dealers, farm 

Sandusky
implement sales and outdoor 
power equipment dealers 
are just a sampling of 200+ 
businesses ready to serve your 
needs.

Look just 5 miles east and 
you will find one of the few 
remaining Drive-In Theaters 
(Memorial Day-Labor Day).

Sandusky was incorporated as a village in 1885 and was 
named by Wildman Mills. He was a large landowner 
and lumberman in the area. Mills named the city after 
Sandusky, Ohio where he was a former resident and a 
tribute to his father who also named the Ohio city.

 In 1879 Sandusky became the county-seat and was 
renamed Sanilac Centre because it was located in the 
exact center of the county. The name reverted back to 
Sandusky when the city was incorporated in 1905.

This year’s events include:

Thumb Festival - In the heart of the thumb enjoy family 
fun during Sandusky’s annual Thumb Festival. This year’s 
dates are June 26, 27, and 29, 2015. There’s something 
for everyone during the festival.

Country Christmas - December 4th and 5th are this 
year’s dates for Michigan’s original Country Christmas 
Lighted Implement Parade. Mark your calendars for 
Friday, December 4th at 7pm to be a part of the Tree 
Lighting Ceremony, caroling and sing-a-long. Then bring 
everyone back on Saturday, December 5th for kids 
activities, craft show, live manger scene, and the lighted 
implement parade at 7pm.

Ladies night Out - Friday September 25, 2015 we 
are planning for this year’s “Ladies Night Out” with 
a Hawaiian theme. Call your girlfriends, mark your 
calendars and shop for your Hawaiian themed costume. 
Light dinner, excellent shopping, sales specials, deals 
and prizes all await you and your friends. For more 
information email sanduskychamber.mi@gmail.com  
or call 810-648-4445.
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Lapeer
3120 N. Lapeer Road

Lapeer MI 48446
810-664-3798

Sandusky
989 W. Sanilac Road
Sandusky MI 48471

810-648-2404

tricountyequipment.net
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2540 Lapeer Rd • Port Huron • MI 48060

810-985-7220
www.usparcelpickup.com

AttentIon
CAnAdIAns:
save on brokerage 
fees by having your 

parcels shipped here!

Please register before placing 
your first order. Registration 
is easy, free and convenient.

store Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, 
saturday 9am-4pm

Going to Canada
Duty Free Shopping
Duty Free shopping is located prior to the bridge 
entrance and toll booths.  You may use duty free 
shopping on your trip to Canada.  Once you have entered 
the Duty Free area you must pay a toll and cross the 
bridge into Canada, there are NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Duty Free may be accessed off of Pine Grove Avenue  
(M-25) NOT from the Blue Water Bridge.  Rules 
governing purchase of goods from duty free may be 
obtained at 810-987-7676.

Bridge Construction Until  
July 31st
The Blue Water Bridge international crossing in Port 
Huron, Michigan will be partially closed beginning April 
1 for the resurfacing and waterproof undercoating on its 
original span, likely leading to traffic backups between 
the U.S. and Canada.

Work on the bridge, co-owned by the state of Michigan 
and Blue Water Bridge Canada, is expected to be finished 
by July 31.

The original bridge, built in 1937, currently serves 
westbound traffic entering the United States. The 
eastbound portion of the bridge, built in 1997, will be 
used to accommodate both directions of international 
traffic throughout the project. Normally, it just handles 
eastbound traffic entering Canada.

Only one lane of traffic will be open in each direction 
across the bridge. Two lanes will be available in each 
direction as vehicles approach the toll plazas at each end 
of the span.

Limited lane availability during this project will prevent 
the use of a dedicated lane for NEXUS and F.A.S.T. 
vehicles, as well as buses, according to the Michigan 
DOT. Wide loads will be restricted to less than 11 feet.

Due to the longer wait times expected at the border, 
drivers are encouraged to travel at off-peak hours.

Golf in Bluewater Country  
Sarnia-Lambton is a special  
experience for the 
daytrippers and 
vacationing groups alike.
With 20 courses to choose from, there’s no lack of 
choice for the visitor looking for a new golf experience.

Bluewater Country is where 2003 Masters Champion 
Mike Weir got his start. In fact you can golf at the course 
where he learned his trade - Huron Oaks - or at the 
course where he played his first round at the 9-Hole 
Holiday Inn. You can even watch Weir golf when he 
returns home each July for his annual charity golf event.

Resort-style accommodations can be found in Forest, 
Camlachie, Ipperwash and Grand Bend, where stay and 
play golfing is available. South on the St. Clair River, the 
course in Mooretown offers a chance to play the legend 
of the big greens. To the east in Petrolia, Heritage 
Heights offers play on one of SW Ontario’s oldest cours-
es, carved out of a late 1800s oil field in the town that 
oil built.

Traveling north from Sarnia, golf courses can be found 
every 10 minutes, a fact reflected in the short wait for 
tee times at the courses that range from nine up to 27 
holes of play.

Call Tourism Sarnia Lambton for details and  
a travel guide at (800) 265-0316 or log onto  
tourismsarnialambton.com for full details on 
the many great opportunities to tee off in 
Bluewater Country.
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Crossing the Blue Water Bridge or Algonac ferry (year 
round service) into Canada is just the beginning of a special 
adventure.

The bridge provides a bird’s eye view of the bountiful 
water bodies of the St. Clair River and Lake Huron and the 
thousands of ships and boats that pass underneath the twin 
spans. The ferry, with non-stop service, brings the traveler 
even closer to that action, providing a unique experience 
unto itself.

The crossing is just the beginning of the Canadian journey.  
The Bluewater Country experience in Sarnia-Lambton offers 
something for everyone.

Parks are found throughout the shoreline of the river and 
lake, providing ample opportunities for day trips or summer 
vacations with their varied accommodation facilities ranging 
from 6,000 campsites to resort hotels.

Sarnia and Point Edward (the community at the foot of the 
bridge) are known for their beautiful waterfront vistas and 
entertainment. Almost every weekend during the summer 
there is a major festival on tap at a riverside park.

Year-round gaming is a popular attraction with the 
waterfront OLG Casino Point Edward providing 37 gaming 
tables and 450 slots. Hiawatha Horse Park has concerts and 
live-harness racing Thursday and Saturday nights to keep 
visitors coming back time and time again.

Just outside Sarnia, Bluewater Country offers unparalleled 
recreation with 20 golf courses, 9 unique museums and in-
water events including high-speed boat racing, sailing and 
fishing for trout, salmon walleye, bass and more. 

North along Lake Huron, spectacular beaches await visitors 
at Canatara Park (Sarnia), Ipperwash, Pinery and Grand 
Bend.

The varied entertainment offerings include professional 
summer theatres in Grand Bend and Petrolia, a 
presentation of The Promise in Forest, or a varied line-up at 
the Imperial Theatre in Sarnia’s riverfront district.

Travelers can stop just over either border crossing and pick 
up a local travel guide providing a complete overview of the 
region. On the internet visit www.tourismsarnialambton.
com for details and phone contact numbers (800) 265-0316 
for the local office, and a chance to order brochures.

Michigan - U.S. Currency
(East Bound Entering Canada)
Automobiles ............................................................ $3.00
Trailers ........................................................... +$3.00/axle
Commercial Trucks .......................................... $3.25/axle
 
Michigan - U.S. Currency
(West Bound Entering the U.S.) 
Automobiles ............................................................ $3.50
Trailers ........................................................... +$3.50/axle
Commercial Trucks .......................................... $3.75/axle
Border Crossing Information

The following types of documents are the only 
documents accepted by the bridge authority as 
identification upon border crossing.

•	 U.S. Passport

•	 U.S. Passport Card

•	 Enhanced Drivers License

•	 Nexus Card

Tips for Crossing the Border:
1.	 Approach inspection booths in a safe and orderly 

fashion and follow all posted or directed 
instructions. 

2.	 Have your proof of citizenship (above) ready prior 
to arrival at the booth.

3.	 Have children’s birth certificates ready and if 
traveling with children, that are not immediate 
family, have a note or proof that they have 
permission to cross the border with you. 

4.	 Turn off radio, cell phones, or anything that may be 
distractive to the border agent.

5.	 Declare all vegetables, fruits, animals, birds, plants 
and plant products, meat and meat products, and 
eggs.

6.	 Declare all personal items.
7.	 Resident aliens must carry residency cards at all 

times.
8.	 Don’t fool around. Border agents take their jobs 

seriously.
9.	 Don’t drive under the influence of alcohol. 
10.	 Be patient. The border is a very busy place.

Visits Under 48 Hours 
After a stay of less than 48 hours in Canada, a U.S. 
Citizen or resident may return to the U.S. with $800 U.S. 
worth of goods per person, tax and duty free. Any 
purchases of alcohol or tobacco products may be subject 
to duties and taxes. Any purchases in excess of the U.S. 
$200 allowance may be subject to duties and taxes.
Additional information on border wait times, required 
documents and tolls or www.goborder.com. Receive 
updates on Twitter, www.twitter.com/MDOT_BWB.

Crossing the Blue Water Bridge into Canada
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