[bookmark: _GoBack]Notes from my Trip to Norway
	On December 10, 2019 I was contacted by Ӓrstein Justnes, professor of Biblical Studies at the University of Agder in Norway, who knew about my research related to the Dead Sea Scrolls.  He invited me to come to Norway to talk about my work of cataloguing the scrolls and my later work related to provenance.  After further discussion it was agreed that I would come to Norway during Spring Break and deliver three lectures: “Texts as Artifacts: Back to the Fragments,” “Photographs of Fragments Excavated from Cave 4,” and “Back to the Caves”.   Each was to be a lecture of about 45 minutes with a time for questions to follow.  
[bookmark: _Hlk35265568]	I did not know Ӓrstein personally although we both gave a paper at a seminar related to the “library at Qumran” at Amsterdam and both of our papers were published from that seminar.  Since 2002 over 70 fragments supposedly coming from the caves at Qumran showed up on the antiquities market and were bought by private collectors and American universities.  
[bookmark: _Hlk35265357]One such collector was Martin Schøyen who was a Norwegian living near Oslo.  In his searches for fragments from the Dead Sea he had traveled to Claremont, California.  He was able to buy a Dead Sea Scroll fragment from the widow of a Professor at Claremont Graduate School, William Brownlee.  He also acquired some scraps from Cave 1 that John Trevor had obtained after photographing three of the Cave 1 scrolls found by the Bedouin.   I took several classes from William Brownlee and visited with Trever frequently at the Ancient Biblical Manuscript Center.    Martin Schøyen also bought some other fragments and consulted with Torleif Elgvin, Ӓrstein Justnes and others in the process of publishing these new fragments.  A book entitled Gleanings from the Caves: Dead Sea Scrolls and Artefacts from the Schøyen Collection contained articles on materials in this collection.   
When the scholars were working on this material, some began to have doubts about the provenance of these fragments and wondered if they were modern fakes.  Norwegian scholars including Torleif Elgin and Ӓrstein Justnes and others developed a project for which they received research funds which related to addressing issues of whether fragments were genuine or fakes.  Their group is called the “Lying Pen of Scribes” and they have an internet site with some of their findings (https://lyingpen.com).  Over the last few years several international scholars have addressed the group.  I had the privilege of joining this list.
In 2007 I wrote  an article “Find Sites of the Dead Sea Scrolls” in which I raised questions about the provenance of much of the material related to the Dead Sea Scrolls back in the late 40’s to 60’s of the twentieth century.  In most cases Bedouin found the caves and fragments in the caves and brought them to the museums to sell them.  Archaeologists would later visit the alleged caves and find some fragments.  This helped establish the authenticity of what was purchased from the Bedouin.  Unfortunately the materials excavated and materials bought were mixed together, making it difficult to know what was bought and what was excavated. 
	When I left for Norway on March 5th, the situation concerning the Corona virus did not seem that serious, but this would change on a daily basis once I arrived.  My first lecture: Texts as Artifacts: Back to the Fragments” was given at the University of Agder.  This lecture was taped so that some could watch it later.  There were some concerns by professors and others not to meet in large groups in public places as news of the spread of the virus.  
	Then we traveled to the University of Oslo to celebrate the retirement of Professor Torleif Elgvin.   Emanuel Tov, prominent Dead Sea Scroll scholar from Israel, was to give the main address and I was also to give a talk on my continuing work on the scrolls.  Emanuel Tov had to cancel as Israel banned travel to other countries and threatened a lengthy quarantine period for anyone who traveled abroad.  The following day a series of papers was given in honor of the work of Torleif Elgvin.  
	Two graduate students of Ӓrstein Justnes, Ludvik Kjeldsberg and Kristine Rosland, showed me the sites of Oslo in the afternoon.  We walked by the royal palace and saw the guards marching in front of the entrance.  We visited the Viking museum which had several Viking ships on display as well as the Kon-Tiki museum in honor of the famous explorer Thor Heyderdahl.  Kon-Tiki was the name of the ship that Heyderdahl built to test whether ancient mariners could travel from South America to the Pacific islands.  I read the story of this successful voyage when I was in high school.  In a nearby museum we also visited the Gjoa, the first vessel to transit the Northwest Passage in 1903-1906 in the arctic expedition of Roald Amundsen.  He led the first expedition to the South Pole in 1911.  
	When we returned to Kristensand where the University of Agder was located we learned that the University had closed.  A whole day conference was planned on “The Origin of the Pieces: The Provenance of the Dead Sea Scrolls.”  Scholars from several European countries were giving papers.  But eventually there were only four of us and I shared my final paper with them at the hotel I was staying.  
	On Saturday an amazing announcement was made about the Dead Sea Scroll fragments that had been bought by Steve Green and placed in the new Bible Museum in Washington, D.C.  Scholars such as Ӓrstein Justnes and others had expressed doubts about the authenticity of these materials.  The museum had an independent research group study the fragments and they were releasing their report.   An online article from National Geographic appeared which said that all 16 fragments purchased for the Bible Museum were modern fakes.   Michael Greshko wrote the online article “’Dead Sea Scrolls’ at the Museum of the Bible are all forgeries.”  Many hoped they were genuine and many scholars thought they were as well.  But one needs to be very cautious about claims from antiquities dealers.  
	Throughout my stay Ӓrstein was a great host who showed me around the town of Kristiansand and the University of Agder.  He took me out hiking in a nearby forest.  We talked about similar interests related to the Dead Sea Scrolls and talked about future research possibilities.  When President Trump first said that travelers from European countries would not be allowed to come to the United States, I panicked until I heard that American would be allowed to return home.  Ӓrstein assured me that if I was not able to leave Norway that they would take care of me.   The people of Norway were very welcoming.  Many of them spoke English and we could communicate easily.
	I told the people of Norway that there were many Scandinavian settlers in the northern plains of the United States.  I told them about the Hjemkomst museum in Moorhead, Minnesota with the replica of a Viking ship and a replica of a Stave church.   They were surprised at such interest.  Since we were discussing fakes of the Dead Sea Scrolls I told them about the Kensingh Runestone now located at Alexandria, Minnesota which supposedly was found by a Swedish immigrant, Olof Ohman in 1898.  The runestone tells about a group of Scandinavians who traveled to Minnesota in the year 1362.  Since the replica of the Viking ship built by Robert Asp had sailed from Duluth, Minnesota to Oslo Norway in 1982, it shows that it could have been possible for the Vikings to reach Minnesota.  Leif Erikson probably reached Vinland by about AD 1000 and thus was the first European to discover America.  How exciting it would have been if the Vikings, ancestors of recent Scandinavian immigrants, had reached Minnesota at such an early time.  Alas, most scholars think that the Kensingh Runestone is a 19th century hoax.  
Towards the end of the week In Norway the schools were closed and many stores were closing as well.  People were stocking up on groceries in local stores.  The delicious cafeteria style breakfast at the hotel Scandic Kristiansand Bystranda where  I was staying came to an end and became a box breakfast.  I had a last dinner there on Saturday evening.  They were closing the restaurant the next day.  There were only a few people still in the hotel.   It seemed possible that the borders of Norway might close.  Some of the airports in Norway were shutting down.
Delta sent me updates for my travel back home and kept changing my itinerary.  At first I was to fly direct from Amsterdam to Minneapolis/Saint Paul but that flight was cancelled because there was no CDC set up to screen returning passengers.  In another version, I was scheduled to go out of Norway at 2:20 PM but then I was supposed to leave Amsterdam at 10:30 AM the same day.  The phone lines to Delta were busy and one had to wait hours to get a response.  I had to wake Mary twice so that she could check on arrangements.  Since I could not go directly to Minneapolis, one suggestion was to go through New York, another was to go through Chicago, but I finally returned through Detroit.  Once I reached Amsterdam, I watched as flights were cancelled on the screen, held my breath, prayed a lot and tried to relax.  When Mary picked me up at the airport in Fargo, it was snowing and the roads got very icy on the way home.  I urged her onwards even though it was icy because I wanted to get home.  
