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W
hy 

d
o 

you 
b

elieve 
STEM

 
Ed

uca
tion/w

orkforce 
d

evelop
m

ent a
re critica

l to our na
tion’s future?

A
 suc

c
e

ssful A
m

e
ric

a
n e

c
o

no
m

y is d
e

p
e

nd
e

nt o
n a

 
thriving

 w
o

rkfo
rc

e
. D

uring
 m

y te
nure

 a
s c

ha
ir o

f the
 

N
a

tio
na

l A
sso

c
ia

tio
n o

f M
a

nufa
c

ture
rs, w

e
 la

id
 o

ut a
 

sc
e

na
rio

 tha
t w

ill b
ring

 o
ur e

c
o

no
m

y, a
s w

e
ll a

s m
a

n-
ufa

c
turing

, to
 ne

w
 le

ve
ls b

y the
 ye

a
r 2020. Tha

t p
la

n 
is d

e
p

e
nd

e
nt up

o
n c

re
a

ting
 jo

b
s a

nd
 b

uild
ing

 a
 

w
o

rkfo
rc

e
 tha

t m
e

e
ts c

urre
nt a

nd
 future

 e
c

o
no

m
ic

 
d

e
m

a
nd

s. H
o

w
e

ve
r, it w

ill re
q

uire
 a

 ste
a

d
y stre

a
m

 
o

f ta
le

nt e
m

e
rg

ing
 fro

m
 o

ur K-12 syste
m

 inte
re

ste
d

 
in a

nd
 c

a
p

a
b

le
 o

f p
ursuing

 p
o

st-se
c

o
nd

a
ry stud

y 
in STEM

 so
 a

s to
 e

nte
r the

 STEM
 w

o
rkfo

rc
e

. A
 re

c
e

nt 
(M

a
rc

h 2013) Te
c

hN
e

t p
o

ll sho
w

e
d

 tha
t 77 p

e
rc

e
nt 

o
f A

m
e

ric
a

ns w
a

nt inc
re

a
se

d
 sp

e
nd

ing
 in STEM

 e
d

u-
c

a
tio

n, a
c

kno
w

le
d

g
ing

 tha
t w

e
 ne

e
d

 the
se

 skills to
 

b
e

 c
o

m
p

e
titive

 in the
 g

lo
b

a
l m

a
rke

tp
la

c
e

. A
s STEM

 
jo

b
s a

re
 p

re
d

ic
te

d
 to

 g
ro

w
 thre

e
 tim

e
s fa

ste
r tha

n 
no

n-STEM
 jo

b
s d

uring
 the

 ne
xt d

e
c

a
d

e
, inve

sting
 in 

STEM
 

e
d

uc
a

tio
n, 

c
o

lla
b

o
ra

tio
n 

a
nd

 
o

p
p

o
rtunitie

s 
o

nly m
a

ke
s se

nse
 in o

rd
e

r to
 g

ro
w

 a
nd

 sup
p

o
rt o

ur 
na

tio
n’s e

c
o

no
m

ic
 future

.

H
ow

 ha
s your corp

ora
tion coord

ina
ted

 investm
ents 

in ed
uca

tion w
ith future w

orkforce need
s?

The
re

 a
re

 se
ve

ra
l e

xa
m

p
le

s, b
ut o

ne
 o

f o
ur m

o
st 

re
c

e
nt e

ffo
rts is a

 c
o

lla
b

o
ra

tio
n w

ith Io
w

a
 Sta

te
 U

ni-
ve

rsity. Ve
rm

e
e

r ha
s a

n o
ffic

e
 p

re
se

nc
e

 in the
 U

nive
r-

sity’s Re
se

a
rc

h Pa
rk, c

re
a

ting
 the

 p
e

rfe
c

t inte
rse

c
tio

n 
w

he
re

 w
e

 no
t o

nly e
ng

a
g

e
 o

ur future
 w

o
rkfo

rc
e

 b
ut 

a
lso

 ha
ve

 a
n o

nsite
, stud

e
nt e

ng
ine

e
ring

 te
a

m
 tha

t 
w

o
rks o

n sp
e

c
ia

lize
d

 p
ro

je
c

ts a
nd

 re
se

a
rc

h. A
s Ve

r-
m

e
e

r c
o

ntinue
s to

 ha
ve

 d
o

ze
ns o

f jo
b

 o
p

e
ning

s a
t 

a
ny g

ive
n tim

e
, it’s e

stim
a

te
d

 tha
t o

nly 20%
 o

f ne
w

 
hire

s a
re

 truly q
ua

lifie
d

 fo
r the

 jo
b

. Build
ing

 re
la

tio
n-

ship
s–in w

a
ys suc

h a
s this Re

se
a

rc
h Pa

rk c
o

lla
b

o
ra

-
tio

n a
c

c
o

m
m

o
d

a
te

s–b
rid

g
e

s the
 skills g

a
p

 tha
t w

e
 

m
ust fill to

 m
e

e
t the

 e
ve

r-c
ha

ng
ing

 ne
e

d
s o

f o
ur 

g
lo

b
a

l b
a

se
 o

f c
usto

m
e

rs a
nd

 e
m

p
lo

ye
e

s.

W
ha

t a
rea

 of STEM
 a

re you m
ost p

a
ssiona

te a
b

out?
I’ve

 a
lw

a
ys b

e
e

n ve
ry inte

re
ste

d
 in e

d
uc

a
tio

n, in 
c

o
ntinuo

us le
a

rning
, a

nd
 a

s a
 fo

rm
e

r te
a

c
he

r, I se
e

 
the

 im
p

o
rta

nc
e

 o
f e

m
p

ha
sizing

 a
ll a

re
a

s o
f sc

ie
nc

e
, 

te
c

hno
lo

g
y, 

e
ng

ine
e

ring
 

a
nd

 
m

a
th 

w
ith 

o
ur 

stu-

d
e

nts. I’m
 p

a
rtic

ula
rly c

o
nsc

io
us o

f ho
w

 im
p

o
rta

nt 
it is to

 m
a

ke
 m

o
re

 inro
a

d
s w

ith yo
ung

e
r w

o
m

e
n in 

the
 STEM

 fie
ld

s. A
s a

n e
m

p
lo

ye
r, a

nd
 ha

ving
 b

e
e

n 
invo

lve
d

 in so
m

e
 na

tio
na

l g
ro

up
s, w

o
rkfo

rc
e

 d
e

ve
l-

o
p

m
e

nt is o
ne

 o
f the

 to
p

 issue
s w

e
 d

e
a

l w
ith. Fo

r 
the

 la
st m

a
ny ye

a
rs, a

 skille
d

 w
o

rkfo
rc

e
 is a

lw
a

ys o
ne

 
o

f the
 to

p
 five

 issue
s tha

t m
a

nufa
c

ture
rs ta

lk a
b

o
ut, 

a
nd

 tha
t’s o

fte
n true

, no
t just fo

r m
a

nufa
c

ture
rs, b

ut 
fo

r a
ll b

usine
ss. So

 w
e

 ha
ve

 the
 o

p
p

o
rtunity to

 m
a

ke
 

sure
 w

e
’ve

 g
o

t the
 rig

ht fo
c

us in a
ll le

ve
ls o

f e
d

u-
c

a
tio

n–fro
m

 p
re

sc
ho

o
l thro

ug
h g

ra
d

ua
te

 sc
ho

o
l–

a
m

o
ng

 fe
m

a
le

s a
nd

 m
a

le
s a

like
.

W
ha

t is the STEM
 initia

tive tha
t your com

p
a

ny ha
s 

sup
p

orted
 a

re you m
ost p

roud
?

A
 p

ro
g

ra
m

 tha
t is uniq

ue
 in o

ur a
re

a
 a

nd
 ha

s b
e

e
n 

e
xtre

m
e

ly suc
c

e
ssful is o

ur Ve
rm

e
e

r te
a

c
he

r inte
rn 

p
ro

g
ra

m
. W

hile
 

w
e

’ve
 

a
g

g
re

ssive
ly 

p
ursue

d
 

a
nd

 
ho

ste
d

 
hund

re
d

s 
o

f 
stud

e
nt 

inte
rns 

a
t 

Ve
rm

e
e

r 
o

ve
r the

 ye
a

rs, the
 te

a
c

he
r inte

rn p
ro

g
ra

m
 is e

ffe
c

-
tive

 in a
llo

w
ing

 Io
w

a
 te

a
c

he
rs to

 e
xp

e
rie

nc
e

 w
a

ys 
in w

hic
h STEM

 skills d
ire

c
tly re

la
te

 to
 o

ur w
o

rkfo
rc

e
. 

Instruc
to

rs, w
ho

 re
c

e
ive

 c
o

ntinuing
 e

d
uc

a
tio

n c
re

d
-

its fo
r p

a
rtic

ip
a

ting
, a

re
 insp

ire
d

 b
y the

 w
a

ys in w
hic

h 
the

ir te
a

c
hing

 re
la

te
s to

 a
nd

 p
ro

vid
e

s stud
e

nts w
ith 

c
a

re
e

r o
p

p
o

rtunitie
s. M

o
tiva

ting
 e

ve
n a

 fe
w

 te
a

c
h-

e
rs e

ve
ry ye

a
r c

a
n re

ne
w

 a
 STEM

 fo
c

us in the
 c

la
ss-

ro
o

m
 a

nd
 e

xc
ite

 hund
re

d
s o

f kid
s to

w
a

rd
 c

re
a

ting
 a

 
stro

ng
e

r a
nd

 m
o

re
 ta

le
nte

d
 future

 w
o

rkfo
rc

e
.

W
ha

t counsel w
ould

 you p
rovid

e a
round

 “colla
b

o-
ra

tion to a
chieve success” in STEM

 Ed
uca

tion a
nd

 
w

ork force?
A

s I w
o

rk w
ith Io

w
a

’s Lt. G
o

ve
rno

r o
n the

 STEM
 a

d
vi-

so
ry c

o
unc

il, I b
e

lie
ve

 tha
t o

ur sta
te

 ha
s a

 g
re

a
t 

o
p

p
o

rtunity to
 m

a
ke

 a
 lo

t o
f p

ro
g

re
ss in the

 STEM
 

a
re

a
 b

e
c

a
use

 o
f the

 c
o

lla
b

o
ra

tive
 a

p
p

ro
a

c
h tha

t 
e

d
uc

a
to

rs, 
inc

lud
ing

 
K-12, 

c
o

m
m

unity 
c

o
lle

g
e

s, 
ind

e
p

e
nd

e
nt c

o
lle

g
e

s a
nd

 unive
rsitie

s, ha
ve

 ta
ke

n 
to

w
a

rd
 w

o
rking

 w
ith b

usine
ss a

nd
 g

o
ve

rnm
e

nt to
 

he
lp

 Io
w

a
 b

e
 a

t the
 fo

re
fro

nt o
f STEM

 e
d

uc
a

tio
n. If 

w
e

 c
o

ntinue
 to

 b
uild

 o
n the

se
 c

o
lla

b
o

ra
tive

 e
ffo

rts, 
b

o
th in-sta

te
 a

nd
 a

c
ro

ss sta
te

 line
s, sha

ring
 b

e
st 

p
ra

c
tic

e
s a

nd
 le

a
rning

 fro
m

 e
a

c
h o

the
r, w

e
 w

ill 
a

c
hie

ve
 suc

c
e

ss. Q

M
a

ry 
Ve

rm
e

e
r 

A
nd

ring
a

 
is 

Pre
sid

e
nt 

a
nd

 
C

hie
f Exe

c
utive

 O
ffic

e
r o

f Ve
rm

e
e

r C
o

rp
o

ra
-

tio
n, a

 g
lo

b
a

l ind
ustria

l a
nd

 fo
ra

g
e

 e
q

uip
m

e
nt 

m
a

nufa
c

ture
r 

lo
c

a
te

d
 

in 
Pe

lla
, 

Io
w

a
, 

U
SA

. 
Prio

r to
 a

ssum
ing

 he
r c

urre
nt ro

le
 in N

o
ve

m
-

b
e

r o
f 2009, she

 w
a

s Pre
sid

e
nt a

nd
 C

o
-C

EO
 

fo
r six ye

a
rs. H

e
r e

a
rlie

r ro
le

s a
t Ve

rm
e

e
r ha

ve
 

inc
lud

e
d

 c
hie

f o
p

e
ra

ting
 o

ffic
e

r, fo
c

using
 o

n 
he

r p
a

ssio
n fo

r c
o

ntinuo
us im

p
ro

ve
m

e
nt a

nd
 

inno
va

tio
n.

D
ue

 to
 he

r suc
c

e
ssful te

nure
 a

t the
 fa

m
ily-

o
w

ne
d

 a
nd

—
m

a
na

g
e

d
 c

o
m

p
a

ny, a
s w

e
ll a

s 
he

r re
p

uta
tio

n a
s a

n e
xp

e
rt a

m
b

a
ssa

d
o

r fo
r 

m
a

nufa
c

turing
, M

s. A
nd

ring
a

 is so
ug

ht a
fte

r 
a

s 
a

 
sp

e
a

ke
r 

a
nd

 
sp

o
ke

sp
e

rso
n. 

She
 

w
a

s 
na

m
e

d
 c

o
-c

ha
ir o

f the
 G

o
ve

rno
r’s STEM

 A
d

vi-
so

ry C
o

unc
il in Io

w
a

, e
ffe

c
tive

 July 2013, a
nd

 is 
p

a
st c

ha
ir o

f the
 N

a
tio

na
l A

sso
c

ia
tio

n o
f M

a
n-

ufa
c

ture
rs, the

 na
tio

n’s la
rg

e
st m

a
nufa

c
turing

 
a

sso
c

ia
tio

n. M
s. A

nd
ring

a
 is o

ne
 o

f 18 p
riva

te
 

se
c

to
r m

e
m

b
e

rs o
f Pre

sid
e

nt O
b

a
m

a
’s Exp

o
rt 

C
o

unc
il, a

nd
 o

ne
 o

f 16 m
e

m
b

e
rs a

p
p

o
inte

d
 

the
 U

.S. Exp
o

rt-Im
p

o
rt Ba

nk’s A
d

viso
ry C

o
m

-
m

itte
e

. She
 is a

lso
 o

ne
 o

f 12 U
.S. m

e
m

b
e

rs o
f 

the
 U

.S.-Bra
zil C

EO
 Fo

rum
, e

sta
b

lishe
d

 b
y the

 
U

nite
d

 Sta
te

s a
nd

 Bra
zilia

n g
o

ve
rnm

e
nts to

 
stre

ng
the

n e
c

o
no

m
ic

 a
nd

 c
o

m
m

e
rc

ia
l tie

s 
b

e
tw

e
e

n the
 tw

o
 c

o
untrie

s.

M
s. A

nd
ring

a
 c

re
d

its he
r b

a
c

kg
ro

und
 in e

d
u-

c
a

tio
n fo

r he
r inhe

re
nt p

ro
fic

ie
nc

y a
t le

a
d

e
r-

ship
 a

nd
 insp

iring
 te

a
m

 m
e

m
b

e
rs to

 re
a

c
h 

ne
w

 he
ig

hts in the
ir p

e
rso

na
l a

nd
 p

ro
fe

ssio
na

l 
d

e
ve

lo
p

m
e

nt. 
A

fte
r 

re
c

e
iving

 
he

r 
d

e
g

re
e

 
fro

m
 C

a
lvin C

o
lle

g
e

 in G
ra

nd
 Ra

p
id

s, M
ic

hi-
g

a
n, she

 ta
ug

ht in the
 Io

w
a

 p
ub

lic
 sc

ho
o

l 
syste

m
 a

nd
 la

te
r in O

m
a

ha
, N

e
b

ra
ska

, fo
r 

a
p

p
ro

xim
a

te
ly six ye

a
rs. M

a
ry a

nd
 he

r hus-
b

a
nd

, D
r. D

a
le

 A
nd

ring
a

, ha
ve

 tw
o

 c
hild

re
n 

a
nd

 six g
ra

nd
c

hild
re

n.

M
a

ry A
nd

ring
a

 is a
lso

 invo
lve

d
 in the

 fo
llo

w
-

ing
 b

o
a

rd
s: M

e
m

b
e

r o
f the

 Ve
rm

e
e

r Bo
a

rd
 o

f 
D

ire
c

to
rs; D

ire
c

to
r o

f the
 H

e
rm

a
n M

ille
r C

o
., 

Ze
e

la
nd

, M
ic

hig
a

n; Pa
st C

ha
ir o

f the
 Io

w
a

 
A

sso
c

ia
tio

n o
f Busine

ss a
nd

 Ind
ustry; Truste

e
 

fo
r the

 Fulle
r The

o
lo

g
ic

a
l Se

m
ina

ry, Pa
sa

d
e

na
, 

C
a

lifo
rnia

; a
nd

 Truste
e

 Em
e

ritus a
t C

e
ntra

l 
C

o
lle

g
e

.

M
a

ry Ve
rm

e
e

r 
A

nd
ring

a
 

Pre
sid

e
nt a

nd
 C

hie
f Exe

c
utive

 O
ffic

e
r 

Verm
eer C

orp
ora

tion

Ve
rm

e
e

r C
o

rp
o

ra
tio

n is a
 te

a
m

 o
f m

o
re

 tha
n 3,000 m

e
m

b
e

rs, 
c

o
m

m
itte

d
 to

 susta
ina

b
ly a

nd
 e

ffic
ie

ntly b
ring

ing
 the

 ne
c

e
s -

sitie
s o

f life
, no

urishing
 a

 vib
ra

nt fo
o

d
 sup

p
ly a

nd
 e

ffe
c

tive
ly 

m
a

na
g

ing
 p

re
c

io
us na

tura
l re

so
urc

e
s thro

ug
ho

ut the
 w

o
rld

. A
 

fa
m

ily-ow
ne

d
 m

a
nufa

c
ture

r o
f ind

ustria
l a

nd
 fo

ra
g

e
 e

q
uip

m
e

nt, 
Ve

rm
e

e
r c

o
rp

o
ra

te
 he

a
d

q
ua

rte
rs a

re
 lo

c
a

te
d

 in Pe
lla

, Iow
a

, U
SA

, 
inc

lud
ing

 o
ffic

e
s, p

ro
d

uc
tio

n sp
a

c
e

 a
nd

 G
lo

b
a

l Pa
vilio

n tra
ining

 
fa

c
ilitie

s to
ta

ling
 1.5 m

illio
n sq

ua
re

 fe
e

t und
e

r ro
o

f. The
 Ve

rm
e

e
r 

fo
o

tp
rint a

lso
 e

xte
nd

s thro
ug

ho
ut the

 U
nite

d
 Sta

te
s a

nd
 a

ro
und

 
the

 w
o

rld
, inc

lud
ing

 Euro
p

e
, M

id
d

le
 Ea

st a
nd

 A
fric

a
, C

hina
, A

sia
 

Pa
c

ific
 a

nd
 La

tin A
m

e
ric

a
. Ve

rm
e

e
r sup

p
o

rts a
 b

ro
a

d
 ra

ng
e

 o
f 

STEM
-b

a
se

d
 initia

tive
s, inc

lud
ing

 inte
rna

l tra
ining

, inte
rnship

s a
nd

 
e

xte
nsive

 c
o

lla
b

o
ra

tio
n w

ith a
re

a
 e

d
uc

a
tio

na
l o

rg
a

niza
tio

ns. 
The

 e
ntire

 Ve
rm

e
e

r o
rg

a
niza

tio
n d

rive
s p

ro
g

re
ss a

nd
 im

p
a

c
ts in -

nova
tio

n g
lo

b
a

lly, a
s it c

o
nd

uc
ts b

usine
ss in m

o
re

 tha
n 50 c

o
un-

trie
s w
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