Juanita South will not hesitate to tell you that she likes to do things herself. “I’m a giver!” she proudly proclaims. She also admits that, because of this, it is hard for her to sit back and let others take care of her. In 2002 however, Juanita learned to move past this as she was selected to move into a Habitat for Humanity home. “I was blessed,” she says. “It is such a blessing to be able to be a part of Habitat.”

Juanita was born in Mexico, but moved to the United States when she was 11 years old. She came here alone, living with an aunt and uncle and teaching herself English. Her strong work ethic, which she developed on her family’s farm in Mexico, is what helped her survive. “I never quit,” Juanita says. “I came to America for a challenge. I had to push myself.” And she did.

Juanita applied for a home through Habitat for Humanity of Marion County. She was renting a home in the country with her two young sons. “My gas bill was horrendous… over $600 a month. That just worried me to death.” The home was not insulated, making it incredibly cold during the winter months. After hearing about the first Habitat home in Marion County, Juanita decided it was time to apply for one of her own. However, after applying, her application was denied.

Juanita waited for over a year before a miracle came. An employee from Habitat came and told her there had been a mistake. Juanita had been selected to move into the home, and all she could think was, “God is looking out for me.”

“It was meant to be, I suppose,” Juanita said. “After that, all the pieces just started coming together.”

That was at the beginning of 2002. By Thanksgiving that year, Juanita and her family were celebrating in their new home. During Christmas, Juanita and the volunteers who helped build her home were singing carols in the living room. 

“I wasn’t cold anymore. And the bills were so much lower. It was such a blessing. I could not have done that without Habitat. I wouldn’t have been able to put a roof over my head or my sons’ heads, but Habitat made that possible.”

For health reasons, Juanita was not able to take as active of a role in the building of her home as she would have like. “My only regret is that I couldn’t contribute much.” Being the giver that she is, watching others take the time to give to her was a challenge for Juanita. Of course, she did not stand by idly. Juanita would cook breakfast and lunch for her next-door neighbors, who were volunteering at her home. “I didn’t know they would eat as much as they did!” she says with a chuckle.

Juanita has lived in her home for almost twenty years now. Her sons have grown up and moved out, but that does not mean she is alone. Her mother moved from Mexico and now lives with her. “Coming to America at 11 years old, I missed a lot of time with my parents. There was a lot of heartache along the way, but I had to look ahead. I left my country to better myself and help my family.” And although the journey was not always easy, Juanita has done just that.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Habitat for Humanity is happy to hand Juanita and her mother their satisfaction of mortgage papers this summer.  Juanita is the first homeowner to pay off her mortgage in full, making monthly payments for the entire term of her mortgage.  “Juanita is the perfect example of why Habitat for Humanity does what we do!  We are so happy for Juanita and her family” exclaimed Robin Pfalzgraf, Executive Director of the Marion County affiliate for Habitat.  

Today, Juanita not only owns her own house, but also her own business. She bought Linda’s Looking Glass, a hair salon in Knoxville, about four years ago. “It was an accident that it happened,” Juanita says with a laugh. Some of the volunteers that helped build her home are now Juanita’s clients. “It is such a blessing to be able to do this.”

Others who helped build Juanita’s house still come and visit. During Knoxville Nationals, she invites them to stay in her home. After all these years, Juanita is still a giver.

“I couldn’t have done any of this without Habitat,” Juanita says. She encourages members of the community to get involved and ask how they can help. “Go for it!” she says. “Habitat helps you find what you are going to do.” Juanita is living proof of this. Thanks to those who helped give to her, Juanita is able to continue giving to others.





