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CITY of PELLA
STAFF MEMO TO COUNCIL

ITEM NO: I-2

SUBJECT:  Pella Soccer Complex

DATE: July 16, 2024

BACKGROUND: 
The purpose of this Policy and Planning session is to discuss options for soccer fields within our 
community. During the fiscal year (FY) 24-25 budget process, Council instructed staff to schedule future 
work sessions to discuss either making repairs to the current soccer complex with an estimated cost of 
$1.3 million or building new soccer fields at the Pella Sports Park with an estimated cost of $2.8 million. 
Listed below, and on the following page, is background information on both options: 

Soccer Program Information 
Currently there are 525 participants registered in the city’s fall youth soccer recreation program which 
runs from August to October. The registration deadline for this program is July 31, so this number is 
expected to increase. The Iowa Rush program has approx. 270 participants for each of its programs. They 
hold a spring program from April to June and a fall program from August to October. 

Current Pella Soccer Complex - Gene Van Wyk Field 
The Pella Soccer Complex abuts 218th Avenue and is located on approx. 27 acres of land. The complex was 
opened in the fall of 1998 after a city-wide three-year fundraising campaign. The complex started out being 
utilized by several organizations including high school, club, and recreational soccer teams. Additional 
fields located on Truman Road were used to provide extra fields for programming. When the Pella Sports 
Park opened in 2016, the auxiliary fields on Truman Road were eliminated. The city’s recreational youth 
soccer program was moved in its entirety to the Pella Sports Park fields. Today, the Pella Soccer Complex 
consists of 10 soccer fields in varying sizes and is primarily utilized by the Iowa Rush South soccer club via 
a lease agreement with the City of Pella. Over time, the aging irrigation system has experienced numerous 
failures, and it is no longer able to supply the water needed to keep the turf healthy and safe for play. In 
addition, the field surfaces have become uneven over time with the addition of materials and soil settling. 
The Pella Soccer Complex closed in the spring of 2024 due to safety concerns regarding the condition of the 
fields. The Iowa Rush South Soccer club activities have been moved to the Pella Sports Park until such time 
as improvements can be made. 

The current five-year Capital Improvement Plan includes $1,259,185 for soccer complex improvements. FY 
2025 includes $670,710 for design and replacement of the irrigation system and complete field surface 
renovation. This work will take approximately 18 months to complete. FY 2026 includes $588,475 to pave 
the entrance drive and parking lot at the complex. Funding for the project is currently listed as a GO Bond.   

New Soccer Fields at the Pella Sports Park 
During budget work sessions this year, a Phase 3 option to construct additional soccer fields at the Pella 
Sports Park was introduced. This project would include six soccer fields, an irrigation system, paved 
parking, and restroom facilities on the east side of Baseline Drive near the entrance of the Pella Sports 
Park, as shown on the attached map. The estimated cost for the design and construction of this phase 
would be approximately $2.8 million. This option would replace the fields at the Pella Soccer Complex 
releasing that property for other uses. The consolidation of all athletic facilities in one complex would allow 
for increased maintenance efficiency, convenience for families with children in multiple programs, and 
potentially additional tournament opportunities.    
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Financial Impact 
If the city were to proceed with improvements totaling $1.3 million at the existing Pella Soccer Complex, 
the estimated increase in the city’s debt service levy would be approximately $.19. In comparison, if the city 
were to construct new soccer fields at the Pella Sports Park with an estimated cost of $2.8 million, the 
estimated impact to the city’s debt service levy would be approximately $.38; however, this option could be 
lower if the city were to sell the land at the existing soccer complex and use the proceeds to help support 
construction of the new soccer fields. 

It is also important to note, depending on the timing and size of the proposed bond issues for both options, 
a public referendum may be required. During the meeting, staff will provide a brief overview of financing 
options for the City Council to consider.   

Other Items to Consider 
Based on staff’s research, it appears that the city purchased the soccer complex property for $140,000 in 
1997. According to city records, a fundraising committee raised approximately $753,000 for the project. 
For Council’s review, staff has attached the fundraising letter and brochure as well as two articles from the 
Pella Chronicle related to the construction and naming of the soccer complex. 

Based on initial review, it does not appear there are any deed restrictions for the property at the existing 
soccer complex. This is an important item because should Council choose to build new soccer fields at the 
Pella Sports Park, the existing soccer complex may be able to be sold to support construction costs for the 
new fields. 

ATTACHMENTS: Map of Soccer Complex, Map of Proposed Soccer Fields at Pella Sports Park, 

Fundraising Letter and Brochure, Pella Chronicle Articles 

REPORT PREPARED BY: City Administration 

REVIEWED BY:  City Administrator, City Clerk, Community Services Director 

RECOMMENDATION: Discussion item 
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*Field sizes not to scale
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Pella Chronicle May 15, 1997
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