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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 10, 2024

Contact: Clate Baker, Greene County Republican Headquarters, 417 823-9130, grcogop@gmail.com

Today, Clate Baker, Greene County Republican Central Committeeman has filed an official complaint with the Internal Revenue Service based on information that came to his attention regarding what appears to be an unlawful and improper use of tax-exempt property owned by the non-profit corporation Drew Lewis Foundation, Inc. for the benefit of Jeremy Dean, candidate for the Missouri House of Representatives.

Based on documents filed with the Greene County Assessor’s office, the property at 914 Central in Springfield, MO is owned by the Drew Lewis Foundation. The records indicate that the President of the Drew Lewis Foundation applied for and received a property tax waiver for five years, from 2023-2028 based on its promise to use the property for its non-profit mission. The property is designated for use solely by individuals involved in the Drew Lewis Foundation’s RISE program.

Thus, the Drew Lewis Foundation is not paying property taxes on its property because the property is to be used solely for the Foundation’s charitable purposes as stated on the application.

Documents filed with the Missouri Ethics Commission show that Jeremy Dean is using 914 Central to run his campaign committee for a partisan election for House of Representatives in District 132. Records also reveal that Jeremy Dean has testified under oath that he is also residing at this tax-exempt property. Federal tax law forbids tax evasion, inurement of non-profit property to the benefit of an employee, use of tax-exempt property for a private benefit and most clearly, it forbids use of tax-exempt property for partisan political activities.

“I am an attorney and therefore an officer of Missouri courts. I took an oath to uphold the laws and Constitution of the State of Missouri, and therefore, once this matter was brought to my attention, I felt it was my responsibility to report this political candidate and his employer to the IRS so that it can look into tax evasion” said Clate Baker.

“The people of Greene County pay their hard-earned money to keep up with rising property taxes. I am shocked to learn that Jeremy Dean is apparently living in and using tax-exempt property to run his political campaign.”

The complaint and exhibits related to the IRS Complaint are attached.
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