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NIACC Launches Before the Bell Academy: Fast-Track Your Future in Education
North Iowa Area Community College (NIACC) is thrilled to announce the launch of the Before the Bell Education Academy, a program designed to help individuals start or transition into a rewarding career in education—quickly and affordably. With the Paraeducator Certificate program, participants will step into the classroom as soon as they begin, gaining hands-on experience while earning valuable college credits.
The Academy offers multiple pathways tailored to fit participants' goals and timelines. Start as a Paraeducator, working alongside teachers and supporting students directly in the classroom, and/or take the next step toward becoming a fully licensed teacher. Participants can transition from Paraeducator to Teacher, pursuing licensure in Elementary/Early Childhood Education (Pre-K-6th grade) or Secondary Education (5th-12th grade). Additionally, for those passionate about early childhood development, the program provides training to become an Early Childhood Associate, ready to work in childcare centers, preschools, or in-home daycare settings.
Through the Before the Bell Education Academy, participants can earn credits toward a variety of credentials, including the Paraeducator Certificate, Early Childhood Diploma, or Associate of Arts (AA) Degree with an emphasis in Education or Early Childhood Education.
“The Before the Bell Education Academy is a game-changer for anyone looking to enter the education field quickly,” said Kacy Larson, NIACC Education Instructor. “Whether you’re starting fresh or switching careers, this program combines hands-on experience with college coursework to prepare participants to make a meaningful difference in their communities.”
With its blend of fast-track programs and real-world experience, the Before the Bell Education Academy empowers individuals to create brighter futures for themselves—and for the students they’ll inspire.
For more information about the Before the Bell Education Academy, visit https://www.niacc.edu/before-the-bell-education-academy/ 
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The mission of North Iowa Area Community College (NIACC) is to enrich lives through comprehensive educational opportunities, a commitment to learner success, community engagement, and leadership. Founded in 1918, NIACC is a nationally-recognized, two-year college located in central North Iowa. With approximately 3,000 career and transfer students, the College has been recognized by the Aspen Institute as a leading community college in the nation. Become a NIACC Trojan today at https://www.niacc.edu/apply-mkt/. 
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