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Mark Johansen, Mayor
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The Latimer City Council met in regular session on Wednesday, May 14, 2025 at Latimer City Hall.  Mayor Mark Johansen called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm with the following council members answering roll call:  Randy DeBour, Catherine Crooks, Deon Juhl, Eric Bruns and Elizabeth Symens.

Mayor Johansen led all in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a motion made by Bruns to approve the agenda.  This motion was seconded by Symens and passed unanimously.

Latimer Fun Day Committee asked the council if they could do the fireworks for Latimer Fun Day on July 26th and presented road closures for the car show and parade route.  The council added this to the routine maintenance under new business.

Director of Maintenance reported that Barker Tree Service removed all 10 trees  in the parks and everything is cleaned up.  Municipal Pipe was in town and cleaned out the sewer lines.  

City Clerk reported that the estimate for insurance renewal is up about 15-20% from last year.  She and the Code Enforcement Officer prepared 21 letters pertaining to vehicles in lawns and junk or brush in yards.  All the letters have until 5/23/25 to abate the nuisances.

Juhl did some reviewing into the fluoride in the water in Latimer in comparison to surrounding towns.  There is minimal fluoride in the water.

The co-chairs for the RAGBRAI Committee updated the council on the planning for RAGBRAI – July 23rd.  Following the approval of the road closures later in this meeting, the clerk will be sending out a letter to the residents to make sure they are aware of the plans and road closures.  There will be a follow-up letter done in late June.

Symens made a motion to approve the minutes from the April 9th and April 23rd meetings and was seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed unanimously.

DeBour made a motion to approve the bills to be paid and was seconded by Bruns.  Motion passed unanimously.

The council reviewed the Budget Report and Revenue Report (numbers were prior to the budget amendment) and the Fund Balance Report with any questions directed at the clerk.

At 7:05 pm, Crooks made a motion to open the public hearing for the budget amendment for fiscal year 2025 and was seconded by DeBour.  This motion was passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

No residents were present for the public hearing, so Bruns made a motion to close the public hearing and was seconded by Symens.  Motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

Following the public hearing Bruns made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-06 adopting the budget amendment for fiscal year 2025 and was seconded by Symens.  Resolution passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

Under routine maintenance issues, the estimate to install the new gate valves at the lagoon will be $3,000. DeBour made a motion to approve the $3,000 estimate and was seconded by Crooks.  Motion passed unanimously.

The road closures and fireworks for Latimer Fun Day were approved with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed unanimously.

Municipal Pipe cleaned out the manhole in the industrial park and found that the joint is leaking ground water into the culvert.  They suggested sealing the joints.  The council asked for an estimate on fixing the joints for review next month.

The first reading of the Temporary Ordinance for RAGBRAI was held regarding fees and rules for that day.  This ordinance will go into affect after its passage until July 23, 2025 at 5 pm.

Following the first reading, Crooks made a motion to approve the Temporary Ordinance and was seconded by Symens.  Ordinance passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 2nd reading of the Temporary Ordinance for RAGBRAI was waived with a motion made by DeBour and seconded by Bruns.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The 3rd reading of the Temporary Ordinance for RAGBRAI was waived with a motion made by Symens and seconded by Bruns.  This motion passed with a unanimous roll call vote.

The City of Latimer annually gives Mort’s Water permission to dump residential sewage in the publicly owned sewer system, so a letter was presented approving this with the Iowa DNR.  After some discussion, Juhl made a motion to approve Mort’s Water to continue and was seconded by Bruns.  Motion passed unanimously.

A map of the routes for bikes and support vehicles for RAGBRAI was presented to the council.  Road closures were approved for all streets connecting with West Main Street and South Akir Street for the bikes and all streets connecting with Van Kirk and Reynolds for the support vehicles.  This was approved with a motion made by Bruns and seconded by Juhl.  Motion passed unanimously.

At 7:25 pm, Bruns made a motion to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by DeBour.  Motion passed unanimously.
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