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August 4, 2025
FRANKLIN COUNTY EXTENSION AND OUTREACH NEWS RELEASE

Contact:  Traci Kloetzer, Office Manager, 641-456-4811, tkloetze@iastate.edu
(Thanks—we appreciate the publicity!)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Farmland Leasing Arrangements Workshop for 2025 focuses on better leases for better relationships

Farm tenants and landowners are encouraged to attend a meeting in Franklin or Hardin Counties

Hampton, Iowa – Iowa State University Extension and Outreach in Franklin and Hardin Counties are hosting two farmland leasing meetings in August for your convenience. The first will be in Franklin County on August 19th 1:00pm at the Franklin County Convention Center, 1008 Central Ave in Hampton. The second will be held in Hardin County at the American Legion in Radcliffe 115 Isabella St. on August 21st 9:30am. The annual meeting is offered to address questions that landowners, tenants or other interested individuals have about leasing farmland. The 2025 annual survey of cash rental rates for Iowa farmland shows that rates decreased, on average, by 2.9% in 2025 to $271 per acre. This is the first decline in cash rents since 2019, after a peak of $279 per acre the previous two years of the survey.

Topics will include land values, market outlook, and cash rent trends, cost of production, methods for determining a fair rental rate, legal updates regarding leases and communicating with tenants or landowners. Farm Management Field Specialists will also address common questions when a lease is impacted by a farm estate or succession plan.

“More than half of Iowa’s farmland is rented, and strong landlord/tenant relationships are important for the long-term viability of Iowa’s valuable farmland,” said Ann Johanns, program specialist at Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. “While the trend in rental rates is fairly steady, individual agreements vary and attending a workshop is a great way to learn more or ask questions on specific aspects of farm lease arrangements.”

The two- and one-half-hour workshop is designed to assist landowners, farm tenants and other agri-business professionals with current issues related to farmland ownership, management and leasing arrangements. Attendees will gain a better understanding of current cash rental rate surveys and factors driving next year’s rents such as market trends and input costs.

Each registrant will receive a 100-page workbook with resources regarding land leasing agreements such as surveys, sample written lease agreements and termination forms, along with many other publications. The workbook may be included in the registration fee in some county meetings and available for purchase in others.

Attend a local meeting

Registration is $25 per individual and includes materials. Pre-registration is encouraged as an additional $5 fee may be added if registering less than two calendar days before the meeting date. 

This year’s sponsors—Radcliffe COOP in Hardin County and United Bank and Trust in Franklin County—will provide refreshments and books.

To register contact the ISU Extension and Outreach office in the county you plan to attend. 

Franklin County office at 641-456-4811 or xfranklin@iastate.edu 

Hardin County office at 641-648-4850 or xhardin@iastate.edu 

The leasing meetings being held across Iowa are facilitated by farm management specialists with ISU Extension and Outreach, for other locations, visit the Ag Decision Maker events page at www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/info/meetings.html. 

The Ag Decision Maker website provides useful materials for negotiating leases, information on various types of leases, lease forms and newly updated Decision Tools.
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Related links:

https://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm/ 

Related publication:
FM 1801 https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Product/1818 

FM 1851 https://store.extension.iastate.edu/Product/1841 
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This institution is an equal opportunity provider. For the full non-discrimination statement or accommodation inquiries, go to www.extension.iastate.edu/diversity/ext.  
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