Alden City Council
Regular Meeting Minutes
September 15th, 2025

Mayor Mourlam called the meeting to order at 5:00PM with Janaan Harding absent. Also, present was Brandon Gehrke, Fire Chief, Deputy J.D. Holmes, Mark Buschkamp Director, IFADC, Justin Ites, Time Citizen, James Sweeney CGA, Frank Cearley, Wayne Carpenter, William Peters, Robin Heinzeroth, Steve Lyon and Lorrie Watts. 
Consent Agenda: Bob Hoversten motioned to approve, Mike Oliver seconded the motion and all present voted aye.
Public Hearing: Mayor Mourlam opened the public hearing at 5:01PM for questions and concerns in reference to a Water and Sewer Rate increase of 4%. There were no questions. Mayor Mourlam closed the public hearing at 5:02PM.
Lorrie Watts, City Clerk, read the new rates that will go into effect December 2025, Water Rates will be $7.97/1000 gallons of usage, Sewer Rates will be the base rate of $15.59 and $1.22/1000 gallons of usage.
Jerry Hartema motion to approve the First reading of Ordinance 92.02 Water Rates and 99.02 Sewer Rates and waving the second and third reading, moving to adoption in December 2025, after publication. Bob Hoversten seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows: Mike Oliver, Mark Oliver, Bob Hoversten and Jerry Hartema voted aye.
Resolution 2025-14 Adopting the New Water & Sewer Rates on December 1st, 2025.
Bob Hoversten motioned to approve Resolution 2025-14, Mark Oliver seconded the approval of the new water and sewer rates and amending Chapter 92.02 and 99.02 of the City’s code of ordinance. Vote was as follows: Mike Oliver, Mark Oliver, Jerry Hartema and Bob Hoversten voted aye.
Street Closure Request: Brandon Gehrke request approval of the following street closures for Thursday, September 18th, 2025, from 5:00PM-9:00PM for a training burn at 302 Center Street: Closure of Center Street from Water Street to Pearl Street, Close Mill Street from Main Avenue to Center Street: Mark Oliver motioned to approve, Bob Hoversten seconded the motion and all present voted aye.
Trick of Treat: October 30th, 2025 from 5:30-7:30PM, Mark Oliver motioned to approve, Mark Oliver seconded the motion and all present voted aye.
Resolution 2025-15 Alden Urban Renewal Report-FY 2024-25
Bob Hoversten motioned to approve the Alden Urban Renewal Report, Jerry Hartema seconded the motion the approval and the vote was as follows: Ayes: Mark Oliver, Jerry Hartema Bob Hoversten and Mike Oliver.
Resolution 2025-16 Approval of Annual Financial Statement FY2024-25
Mark Oliver motioned the approval, Bob Hoversten seconded the motion, and the vote was as follows: Ayes: Bob Hoversten, Jerry Hartema, Mike Oliver, and Mark Oliver.
Public Input: Robin Heinzeroth reported the list of abate nuisance properties: the following addresses will receive ten day notices for abatement, cleanup and junk removal: 908 and 910 Alden Street-bags of trash, misc. junk and vehicles and tire removal, 311 Washington Street-misc. junk, deck falling off house and overgrowth, 309 Water Street-weeds, overgrowth and misc. junk., 1506 Pearl Street-garage roof falling in-Mayor Mourlam stated that will be repaired, 306 Franklin Street-Mayor Mourlam reported that Manuel Lerma will not answer phone calls to discuss his properties, Lorrie Watts stated that it is uninhabited and that the City could start the process to take the title from Felipe Lerma based on no progress, misc. junk and  two vehicles. There is also no service to the property. Council instructed Watts to let Lerma know and request Taylor Nederhoff send both Manual and Felipe Lerma a letter stating the process of taking the property will be started in ten days from the date of the letter and phone conversation, 210 West Street-Carrion/Galvez and making very little progress on their cleanup-letter to be sent to Carrion/Galvez and the property owners, 206 West Street-weeds and overgrowth and brush piles, Bob Hoversten stated that only wood could be stacked in people’s yards, no brush piles or weed piles, 202 Center Street-Todd & Rebekah Raisch-the clerk was instructed to inform them that the tires will be removed in ten (10) days and will be taken to Hardin County Tire for disposal and all costs will be assessed to the property owner, 812 Water-letter to cut down all the weeds and overgrowth, 311 Mill Street-garage falling down, a letter is to be sent. Bob Hoversten reported that Martin Marietta agreed to mow and take care of the berm around the new quarry, they are not living up to the agreement and he has received numerous complaints from property owners. Hoversten stated that the City require ILC to move their property and the same must be done by Martin Marietta, Jerry Hartema stated that the property needed to be sprayed and seeded with ditch grass, he went on to say the entire berm is weeds and broad leaf plants, council directed a letter be sent to Martin Marietta/Abigail Farms to spray a couple times per year, mow and grass seed the berm as was assured to the Planning and Zoning Board and the City Council prior to the approval of the Special Exception Permit. Wayne Carpenter asked when the city was going to put water in the campground. The Council stated that projects take time and priority, the city will be applying for grants to fulfill the project. He asked about sewer, James Sweeney stated that could cost $250,000.00 to install due to large amount of limestone in the ground at 18 inches down and proximity to water services. Mike Oliver stated he had received concerns about the brightness of the light at the corner of Caseys. This was the light that shines on the flag, he also stated that the flag is getting hung up in the Pine trees when they are lowered to half-staff. Steve Lyon stated he would contact Iowa River Rough Cut to trim when they are in town next. William Peters stated that he would like to apologize to the council for his comments and temper at the August meeting. He stated he appreciates the efforts of the council and was just requesting some things be done better. Mayor Mourlam thanked him for the apology. Mike Oliver inquired about the property owned by Joe Frazier, water is shut off and he is not using and questioned the fee. Lorrie Watts stated the city has an availability fee, and all property owners payr the availability fee whether water is off or on. The only way to remove that fee is to cap water and sewer service lines making services unavailable completely. Council discussed the speeding that is happening on the following streets East Street & Alden Street. Discussion was held about a temporary speed bumps in both lanes and both streets. Request was made to the Sheriff’s Department for more coverage due the number of children that play in that area. Mayor Mourlam called for a motion to adjourn, Bob Hoversten motioned to adjourn, Jerry Hartema seconded the motion and all present voted aye. The meeting adjourned at 5:36PM.
						Signed:	Harley Mourlam, Mayor
ATTEST:
Lorrie Watts, City Clerk

