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Gov. Reynolds announces more than $5M for 19 child care 
and preschool program partnerships  

DES MOINES— Today, Governor Kim Reynolds announced grant awards totaling $5.2 
to expand 19 child care and preschool program partnerships. This is the second round 
of Continuum of Care grant program awards after receiving over 120 applications in the 
first round. A total of 39 applications were received for Round 2.   

“By working together to best support the families and children they serve, preschool 
programs and child care centers can ensure 4-year-olds benefit from full-day care and 
early learning opportunities,” said Governor Reynolds. “The types of creative solutions 
these grants encourage give working parents more options and keep Iowa’s workforce 
strong.”  

The awards reaffirm the governor’s commitment to further strengthen Iowa’s child care 
system. By encouraging partnerships between child care providers and preschools, the 
program helps ensure full days of care for 4-year-olds and strengthens school-age 
readiness. These awards will expand the number of children served through supportive 
staffing, hours of operation, and transportation options for child care and preschool 
programs.    

A second round of Continuum of Care grants for child care and preschool expansions 
will be announced this fall for the 2026-2027 school year.   

Continuum of Care Grants   

To address gaps in full-day care, Iowa HHS released a Request for Proposal for the 
Early Childhood Continuum of Care grants. Grants of up to $300,000 over three years 
will support partnerships between Statewide Voluntary Preschool Program (SWVPP) 
sites and licensed child care centers to offer seamless, full-day care for 4-year-olds.  
The NOIA has been posted on the HHS Funding Opportunities Notice of Intent to Award 
website page here: Notice of Intent to Award | Health & Human Services  

This additional investment will further support a strong early care and education full-day 
learning environment, supporting working families with young children to be school 
ready.   

https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Feducate.iowa.gov%2Fpk-12%2Fearly-childhood%2Fswvpp%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019cd9c29137-44a296ca-aade-4c20-9aac-5ffa038b4529-000000/5GqzIbveK4wjWs2hsTregId8UpAIWE7EKdyPno3Uihk=448


Through this investment, The Continuum of Care grant program serves to bolster 
support for both the child care workforce and Iowa’s working families.   
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