The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows CSD Board of Directors held their FY27 Calendar Hearing and Regular Board Meeting on Tuesday, March 10, 2026. In attendance was Troy Seaba, Megan Ring, Alison Marshall, SheRee Wharton, Craig Warnke, Heather Foster, JC Kelso, Amanda Rosenkilde, Iowans for a Change Group – Kathy Schnell, Cindy Fletcher, Becky Ahrenson, Rachel Friebler, Amanda Rink, Jared Carder, Joseph Nelson, and Anita Frye.

President Seaba Called the meeting to Order at 5:31 P.M. and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Open Forum: JC Kelso addressed the board with three items – Is Belmond-Klemme still going to wrestle with CGD next year, Is the process changing for Valedictorian and Salutatorian
Awards at the high school to take into consideration the rigor of the classes? Can the Graduates receive a Red Cord to recognize blood donations and get Silver Cord hours for their time? Mr. Nelson said the Wrestling Program discussion is between the district’s  AD’s. He asked Mr. Kelso to speak to Mr. Vorrie about the Awards and the idea of a Red Cord. 

Kathy Schnell then addressed the board on behalf of the Iowans for Change, she informed the board of the willingness of the districts constituents to sign the petition that they want to present to the Governor, along with Resolutions that are passed.

FY27 Calendar Hearing: Jared Carder presented the board and the public with the Proposed FY27 Calendar. First Day of Classes with students will be Monday, August 24th, 2026, Winter Break is Dec. 23 – Jan. 3rd, with Monday January 4th being a teacher workday, students will return on Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2027. Spring Break will be March 15-19th, 2027, and Graduation will be Sunday, May 16, 2027, and the last regular student day will be May 26, 2027, pending Snow Days.

Motion by Ring to Approve the Agenda. Second by Marshall. Motion carried 5-0.

Education: Heather Foster, MS Social Studies presented the board with a trip to Washington, DC through School Tours of America over Spring Break 2027. The trip will be first offered to 7th and 8th grade students. The cost before July 1st would be $1848.00 per student, after July 1st $1948.00 per student. She gave examples of possible fundraising ideas that would help reduce the cost of the trip. She did state that the goal was to have at least 35 students attend to have their own bus while sightseeing.

Superintendent’s Report: Supt. Nelson updated the board with enrollment numbers we were 1,033 last October, and we now have 1,029 students in seats. The open teaching positions the district currently has for FY27 are K-12 TAG, HS Chemistry/Physics, MS Social Studies, and HS Special Education. During February Nelson did a 4th Grade Black History lesson on Jackie Robinson each Monday. The baseball league holds a Jackie Robinson Day every April 15th. Nelson applied for a grant from the Twins Community Foundation, and the CGD 4th Grade students received a donation for all students and teachers to receive free tickets for that day. Mr. Carder and Mr. Rothman will be attending the game with the students. Nelson also gave a shoutout to the girl’s high school basketball team and Coach Ashley Kahler for grinding through the season and helping the program move forward.

Old Business: Motion by Ring to Approve Resolution urging the Governor of Iowa and State Legislature to fully fund Public Schools by annual increase of 5% State Supplemental Aid Rate, Adjusted for Inflation. Second by Warnke. Resolution passed 5-0.

New Business: None.

Consent Agenda: Motion by Ring to Approve February 12, 2026 Meeting minutes; Approve payment of Bills in between Meetings; Approve payment of Monthly Bills; Approve FY26 JV Girls Basketball Contract for Ashley Kahler at $3,300.00, Approve Kara Arrowood – HS Dram $1,650.00, Deyanira Estrada FT – Nutrition at $17.54 an hour will benefits to start after 60 completed Work days, Emma McKee Volunteer Dance Coach, last month an error in approving Emma Conlon; Approve the Distribution of FY27 Certified Contracts with $1,300.00 increase after march 15th, 2026; Approve FY27 AEA Purchasing Agreement; Approve FY27 28E Agreement with ILGRP in the amount of $42,486.74; Approve FY27 Calendar as presented in hearing; Approve SerPro Annual Disaster Mitigation Agreement; Approve Maternity leave Request from Lindsey Muhlnebruch; Approve FFA Overnight Trip to Iowa FFA Leadership Conference in Ames on April 19-20, 2026. Second by Wharton. Motion carried 5-0.

Financial – Frye shared with the board the FY27 Proposed Tax Levy Rate submitted to the Dept. of Management by March 5, 2026. The County Auditor will mail out statements by March 15, 2026, to district residents. The first proposed hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, March 24, 2026, at 5:30 P.M.; the monthly financial reports may be viewed at the district office during normal business hours.

Facility – FY27 Capital/PPEL Project Report was shared with the entire board. Motion by Ring to Approve the FY27 Facility Project Report as presented. Second by Marshall. Motion carried 5-0. Listing of Projects may
be viewed at the district office during normal business hours.

Motion by Ring to Approve Agreement with ATURA Architecture of Clear Lake in the amount of $5,500.00 for the design of Ball Field Press Box, Restrooms, and Concessions. Second by Wharton. Motion carried 5-0.

Nutrition: Jared Carder shared a letter with the board that he had sent through JMC to parents. This letter acknowledged challenges in serving lunches in the last couple of months due to lack of staff. The district has been and continues to advertise for help.

Transportation: Two bids were received for the purchase of a school bus. Hoglund Bus in the amount of $179,899.00, and School Bus Sales in the amount of $159,155.00. Motion by Ring to Approve the purchase of 2026 65 Passenger Bus in the amount of $159,155.00 from School Bus Sales with delivery after July 1, 2026. Second by Warnke. Motion carried 5-0.

The FY27 Budget Hearing and Regular Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 9, 2026, at 7:30 A.M.
The morning meeting time is due to track meets after school that board members need to attend.

Motion by Ring to Adjourn. Second by Warnke. Motion carried 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 6:28 P.M.



Anita Frye, Board Secretary




