The Clarion-Goldfield-Dows Board of Directors held their FY27 Budget Hearing and Regular Meetings on Thursday, April 9, 2026. In attendance was Troy Seaba, Megan Ring, SheRee Wharton, Craig Warnke, Alison Marshall, Supt. Joe Nelson, Principals Jared Carder and Adam Vorrie, Board Secretary Anita Frye, Lori Beltran, Katrina TerHark, Maycie Rector, Representing Iowa Strong were Cindy Fletcher, Cindy Schaffer, Becky Ahrendsen, Kathy Schnell, and Rachelle Freybler, and Wright County Monitor Editor Amanda Rink.

President Seaba Called the meeting to Order at 7:30 A.M. and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

FY27 Budget Hearing: No one addressed the board with concerns about the Proposed FY27 Budget. Jared Carder presented the FY27 Budget and explained the funding sources and uses, comparing FY26 to FY27. The proposed Tax Rate for FY27 being $13.15540 for all taxpayers in the Clarion-Goldfield-Dows CSD. 

Motion by Ring to Approve the FY27 Budget as presented. Second by Warnke. Motion carried 5-0.

Regular Meeting: The board then moved into their Regular Meeting. Motion by Ring to Approve the Agenda. Second by Warnke. Motion carried 5-0.

Open Forum: None

Old Business: Response to Letter the Board received from Public School Strong. Both Becky Ahrendsen and Cindy Fletcher addressed the board. They expressed concern and questioned why the board did not pass the Public-School Strong Resolution as was submitted to them, instead the board passed a resolution asking for full support of public schools, with a 5% increase in previous year’s spending or percentage to match inflation. There was much discussion going back and forth between the board and the group members. Each board member was asked where they fall in support of the resolution on using public funds for private schools. Both Nelson and Carder responded by saying they are in total support of public schools and being adequately funded. Their concern is that private schools are not held to the same accountability as public schools regarding equal enrollment access, testing, or fiscal responsibility. Nelson asked if the members had spoken to their local representatives or gone to the state house and spoke to legislators there, as the board had spoken to Mark Thompson, and he himself had spoken to Rob Sand. The group had not had those conversations or been to the state house. All board members expressed their support for public schools and students; they too would like to see private schools held accountable or to the same standards as public schools when using public money. They do not see this issue or the voucher system going away but would like to see improved oversight and the income guidelines brought back into a requirement. It was noted that only thirteen schools out of about 320 had passed this resolution as requested.

Motion by Ring to Approve MS Trip to Washington D.C. over Spring Break of 2028. Second by Wharton. Motion carried 5-0.

Education Report: Lori Beltran gave a review of work with PLC’s being done at the Middle School Level. The Guiding Coalition met and a committee was formed. This committee produced four areas of concern that included Attendance & Tardies, IEP’s, WIN, and Behaviors. The team has spent a considerable amount of time outlining areas of behavior that have a substantial impact on the learning environment. This work will continue for the rest of school year, hopefully culminating in a building wide plan that can be used district wide.

Superintendent’s Report: Nelson reported on the Kosovo Trip over Spring Break, bringing back the CGD Cross Country Program to the district, and eliminating the sharing of wrestling with Belmond-Klemme effective fall of 2026. Enrollment has stayed steady the entire year and looks like we will end the year with only a couple less students than we started the year with.

Consent Agenda: Motion by Ring to Approve Minutes of Meetings held on March 10, and March 24, 2026; Approve Payment of Bills in between meetings; Approve Payment of Monthly Bills; Approve Resignations from Caleb Vogel MS Wrestling pending suitable replacement, and from Jessica Smock HS Dance, and Jenny Maasdam MS Para as presented; Approve FY26 Contracts for Logan Holmes – MS Girls Track $2,310.00, Jason Berning – MS Boys Track $2,310.00, Cory Yoder – Asst. HS Girls Softball $3,300.00, these are all one year contracts; Jasmin Garza – PT Nutrition Step 1 - $17.54: Approve FY27 Contract James Todd – HS Chemistry/Physics MA Step 9 $61,729.39 plus Science Club Stipend of $325.00, Lane Movement Request from Leah Deutsch from BA to BA+10; Approve Review of Policies - 103 Long-Range Needs Assessment; 103-R(1) Long-Range Needs Assessment Regulation; 505.08 Parent and Family Engagement District-Wide Policy; 505.08-R(1) Parent and Family Engagement District-Wide Policy-Building Level Regulation; 506.01 Education Records Access; 506.1E1 Request of Non parent; 506.1E2 Release Records; 506.1E3 Request for Hearing; 506.1E4 Examination of Records; 506.1E5 Transfer of Records; 506.1E6 Receipt of Subpoena; 506.1E7 Juvenile Justice Agency Info Sharing Agreement; 506.1E8 Annual Notice; 506.1R1 Education Records Access – Regulation; 506.02 Student Directory Information; 506.02E1 Authorization for Releasing Student Directory Information; 506.02-R(1) Student Directory Information-Use of Directory Information; 506.04 Student Library Circulation Records; Approve FY26 Potential List of Graduates; Approve FY27 Milk Bid to Anderson & Erickson, and the purchase bread from Bimbo Bakery or Market Basket through the AEA; Approve FY27 Fee Schedule as follows

	PK-8 Breakfast:
	$1.95
	

	PK-8 Lunch:
	$2.65
	

	9-12 Breakfast:
	$2.15
	

	9-12 Lunch:
	$3.15
	

	Adult Breakfast:
	$2.60
	

	Adult Lunch:
	$5.25
	

	Reduced Breakfast:
	$0.30
	

	Reduced Lunch:
	$0.40
	

	Extra Milk:
	$0.50
	

	

Book Rental (Grades PreK-K)
	
Regular
$50
	
Reduced
$20
	
Free
$0

	Book Rental (Grades 1-4)
	$60
	$25
	$0

	Book Rental (Grades 5-8)
	$70
	$28
	$0

	Book Rental (Grades 9-12)
	$75
	$30
	$0

	3-Year-Old Preschool (per month)
	$60
	$60
	$60

	4-Year-Old Preschool (per month)
	$0
	$0
	$0

	Activity Ticket (Adult)
	$100
	$100
	$100

	Activity Ticket (Senior Citizen)
	$50
	$50
	$50

	Driver's Education
	$400
	$175
	$0



District Mileage Reimbursement Rate at $0.65 per mile for personal vehicle use for approved school district business.

Approve Medicaid Processing Service Agreement with Relay; Approve FY27 Leave Requests from Laura Odland and Cara Voigts. Second by Wharton. Motion carried 5-0.

Financial Reports: April reports submitted to the board may be requested at the district office during normal business hours. Frye shared that the district received a request from their Auditor to ask the State Auditor’s office for an extension in the filing of the FY25 Audit. This request was granted. 

New Business: Motion by Ring to Approve Resolution appointing Jared Carder to form an Ad Hoc Committee and hold the SIAC Meeting in May of 2026. He is to provide a report to the board during the June 2026 Board Meeting. Second by Marshall. Motion carried 5-0.

The next Regular Meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 12th, 2026, at 7:00 A.M. due to track meets and school concerts in the evenings.

Motion by Ring to Adjourn. Second by Marshall. Motion carried 5-0. Meeting adjourned at 9:06 A.M.


_______________________________				______________________________
Troy Seaba, President					Anita Frye, Board Secretary








