FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	

Franklin County Board of Supervisors Approve FY2027 Tax Levy Reduction to Protect Taxpayers
The Franklin County Board of Supervisors have finalized the fiscal year 2027 budget and tax levy at $5.10611 for urban areas and $8.85015 for rural areas, taking deliberate action to reduce the total amount of property tax revenues by 5%, which equates to $693,705.70 LESS than the current fiscal year.  
Recent increases in assessed property values would have resulted in higher taxes if the levy rates had remained unchanged.  Rather than allowing that increase to occur, the Board voted to lower the levy, making efforts to see that the taxpayers are not asked to contribute more simply due to valuation growth.  
In addition, the Supervisors worked hard to reduce the levy rate to account for the addition of a debt levy (to pay for the Courthouse repairs and updates necessary).  FY2027 is the first time since FY2023 the County has had a debt levy.  Even with this addition, the Supervisors lowered the total levy rate by $1.36 from FY2026.   
During the FY2027 budget process, several levy scenarios were reviewed and published.  Some of those options would have resulted in tax increases ranging from just a few dollars to $207,172.  The Board of Supervisors instead adopted the scenario with reduced property taxes collected.  
This outcome was achieved through disciplined budgeting, thoughtful discussion, and a focus on long term financial sustainability.  The Supervisors carefully evaluated the County’s needs while prioritizing taxpayer protection and responsible use of public funds.  
