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Winter Weather Briefing
Decision Support Briefing #5 for the western Carolinas and northeast Georgia

        Important Updates
➔ No changes to Winter Storm Watch in our area.
➔ Forecast continues to trend toward greater 

impacts from ice/sleet and less impact from snow.
➔ First issuance of "most likely" (single-value) 

forecast snow/sleet and ice amounts.
➔ Next webinar scheduled for 4 PM Friday,

January 23, 2026. (Link to register on last page.)

NEW

Key Messages
● A major winter storm system is set to impact the 

entire area this weekend.

● Frigid temperatures next week could extend the 
threat for hazardous travel and impacts from 
power outages.
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Winter Storm Watch
For the entire NWS GSP forecast area, and surrounding counties

Key Messages
➔ A Winter Storm Watch remains in effect for 

our forecast area from 7 AM Saturday 
through 1 PM Monday.  Watch in effect for 
all neighboring areas, but start/end time 
varies.

➔ Expected impacts include:

◆ Significant ice accumulation on power 
lines and tree limbs, causing widespread 
and long-lasting power outages.

◆ Treacherous, likely impassable ice and 
snow covered roadways lasting into the 
beginning of next week.

➔ Consider delaying all travel until after road 
conditions improve.

➔ Upgrades to Winter Storm Warning or Winter 
Wx Advisory could occur tonight.
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Precipitation Type Challenges
Forecast continues to trend toward more sleet and ice, versus pure snow

Forecast Challenge
➔ Accumulations are highly dependent on 

where the transition zone sets up between 
snow and ice/sleet.

➔ That transition zone shifted farther north on 
last night's forecast, but did not change 
much today, and is in a similar location near 
or north of I-40.

➔ Confidence has increased that impacts 
across the area will be primarily due to 
freezing rain (ice) and sleet.

➔ We are not yet "buying" the warmer 
temperatures some models show as 
moving into the area Sunday.

◆ Rain depicted in some forecasts 
could instead fall as freezing rain or 
sleet.  Forecast totals eventually 
could increase for that reason.
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Precipitation Type:  Relative Timing 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Precipitation Type:  Relative Timing 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Precipitation Type:  Relative Timing 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Toccoa Elberton
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Storm Total Snow & Sleet

Key Messages
➔ Sleet accumulation contributes 

to NWS forecast snow 
accumulation and climate data, 
so the totals at right should be 
interpreted as total snow and 
sleet.

➔ Over most of the area, these 
totals are almost entirely due to 
sleet, though some snow may 
mix in early in the event in areas 
north of I-40 and in high 
elevations along the TN border.

➔ Additional light snowfall may 
occur along the TN border 
Sunday night but that is 
insignificant considering the rest 
of the event.

For the period 7 AM EST Saturday to 7 AM EST Monday
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Storm Total Ice
For the period 7 AM EST Saturday to 7 AM EST Monday

Key Messages
➔ Ice accumulation will result from 

freezing rain.

➔ Even 0.25" of ice is associated 
with widespread power 
outages, so there is high 
confidence power outages will 
be a public impact.

➔ Accumulated sleet/snow 
combined with freezing rain 
may lead to very thick icing on 
roadways which is slow to melt, 
even once temperatures rise 
above freezing.
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Reasonable High-End Amount
Over the 48 hour period between 7 AM Saturday and 7 AM Monday

Not an official forecast:  A representation of the potential for higher accum. amounts than what we believe is the most likely amount.
For locations outside the NWS GSP service area, consult the local NWS office's briefings or forecasts.

Ice Accumulation
(less sleet)

Sleet/Snow
(less freezing 

rain)

Get more of one--
expect less of the other
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like this for each Key Message

Most Likely Timing of Winter Precip. Onset
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Hazard Details
● Timing (at right) is based on when 

chance of wintry precip rises above 
50% in our official forecast.  For most 
areas, precip will begin as a mix of 
sleet and freezing rain.

● This timing still could change.

● The best overall chances of wintry 
precip, and the fastest rates of 
accumulation, are Saturday night and 
Sunday (at this time).

● Regardless of how precipitation types 
change over the course of the event, 
precipitation is likely to end Sunday 
night.

3 PM

Saturday Onset Timing

6 PM

Noon
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Cold Outlook for Next Week

Post-Event Outlook
● Confidence is increasing that 

dangerously cold wind chills may 
develop Monday night into Tuesday 
morning, which could result in 
hypothermia or frostbite for those 
exposed to the elements.

● Snow and ice are likely to linger 
through early next week due to cold 
temperatures.

● Recovery, in terms of repairing any 
power outages or clearing roads, 
could be slower than usual.

Add Content → Content Creator → 
select image → right-click on thumbnail, 
select Current Slide - Right

If graphic is not clearly explained by the 
bullets, it should be annotated (arrows, 
circles, etc.)

Duplicate this slide as needed; one slide 
like this for each Key Message

Temperatures likely to remain below normal Monday-Thursday
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Exceptionally Cold Monday Night
into Tuesday morning

Low temperatures (air temp) Minimum wind chill (7 PM Mon - 9 AM Tue)
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IDSS Forecast Point Page
For Point-Specific Forecasts

IDSS Forecast Points
● To get point-specific hourly 

forecast information, check out 
our IDSS Forecast Points page

● www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
● Can customize your hourly plot  

order/look for your specific 
thresholds

https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints?lat=34.883&lon=-82.220&clat=35.072&clon=-82.250&zoom=13.3&basemap=openstreetmap&bbox=-19719439,1706090,-1372338,10673494&layers=RangeRings,USStates,ForecastPointPolygon,ForecastPoint,Domain,&obs=ttffffft&countyNames=t#
http://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
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Contact and Next Briefing Information

        Briefing Webpage
➔ weather.gov/gsp/brief

        Next Briefing
➔ By 5 AM Friday, January 23, 2026
➔ Method: Email PDF
➔ Next Live Webinar: 4 PM Friday, January 23, 2026
➔ Link to register:  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4814247299479698784

        Disclaimer
➔ Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive.
➔ Do Not Use After: 2 AM Friday, January 23, 2026

   

!

       Contact Information

Web 
➔ weather.gov/gsp

Phone
➔ 864-848-3859

Email 
➔ nws.er.gsp.met@noaa.gov 

Facebook
➔ https://facebook.com/NWSGSP/ 

X
➔ https://x.com/NWSGSP 

For the western Carolinas and northeast Georgia

https://weather.gov/gsp/brief
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4814247299479698784
https://weather.gov/gsp
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https://x.com/NWSGSP

