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Ice Storm Briefing
Decision Support Briefing #7 for the Western Carolinas and Northeast Georgia

        Important Updates
➔ Ice Storm Warning now in effect for 

our entire forecast area from 1 PM 
Saturday to 1 PM Monday.

➔ Updated ice and sleet/snow totals, 
reflecting the trend toward a primarily 
freezing rain (ice) event.

➔ Low-end flood risk late Sunday. 

NEW

Key Messages
➔ An ice storm will impact the entire area 

this weekend. 

➔ Frigid temperatures next week could 
extend the threat for hazardous travel 
and impacts from power outages for 
several days. 
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Ice Totals from Freezing Rain

Key Messages
➔ No significant change regarding 

impacts. Ice Storm Warning carries the 
same weight as Winter Storm Warning, 
but highlights impacts being mainly due 
to freezing rain causing ice 
accumulation on trees, power lines, 
and road surfaces. Any sleet 
accumulation will only worsen road 
conditions.

➔ Significant ice accumulation on 
power lines and tree limbs, causing 
widespread and long-lasting power 
outages.

➔ Treacherous, likely impassable ice 
and sleet covered roads lasting into 
the early next week.

➔ Consider delaying travel until road 
conditions improve.

1 PM EST Saturday to 1 PM EST Monday
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Storm Total Snow/Sleet

Key Messages
➔ Sleet accumulation contributes 

to NWS forecast snow 
accumulation and climate data, 
so the totals at right should 
be interpreted as total snow 
and sleet.

➔ Over most of the area, these 
totals are almost entirely due 
to sleet, though some snow 
may mix in early in the event in 
areas north of I-40 and in high 
elevations along the TN border.

➔ Additional light snowfall may 
occur along the TN border 
Sunday night but that is 
insignificant considering the 
rest of the event.

1 PM EST Saturday to 1 PM EST Monday
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Most Likely Start Time of Wintry Mix
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Hazard Details
➔ Timing is based on when 

chance of wintry 
precipitation rises above 
50% in our official forecast. 
For most areas, precipitation 
will begin as a mix of sleet 
and freezing rain.

➔ Timing could still change.

➔ The best overall chances of 
wintry precipitation, and the 
fastest rates of 
accumulation, at this time 
are Saturday night and 
Sunday evening.

Saturday Onset Timing
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Most Likely End Time of Wintry Mix
SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Hazard Details
➔ End timing (at right) is based on 

when chance of wintry precipitation 
drops below 50% in our official 
forecast.

➔ The main period of precip could 
end earlier or later depending on 
where the system tracks over the 
next few days.

➔ *Temperatures appear likely to 
warm enough for wintry precip to 
change over to rain in portions of 
the mountains and upper Savannah 
River Valley, between very late 
Saturday night and midday Sunday.  
Near the Tennessee border, light 
snow may redevelop Sun night.

Sun - Mon End Timing*Precipitation changes to 
rain Sunday morning in 

these areas. 



National Weather Service

4:23 PM
January 23, 2026

Greenville-Spartanburg, SC
National Weather Service

Isolated Flood Risk
Sunday Afternoon into Sunday Night

Key Messages
➔ A brief period of moderate to heavy rainfall is possible 

from Sunday afternoon through Sunday evening 
primarily across the SW NC mountains, NE GA, and 
extreme NW SC (area highlighted in green).  This rainfall 
would occur in addition to any prior wintry precipitation.

➔ Heavy rainfall on top of sleet/ice accumulations may 
result in excessive runoff and isolated areas of 
nuisance flooding, primarily for smaller streams and 
drainages.

➔ In areas with more significant sleet/ice accumulations, 
rainfall may cause ice to block small culverts, causing 
water to back up onto adjacent low-lying areas.

➔ There remains quite a bit of uncertainty regarding rainfall 
amounts.  However, larger streams, including the upper 
French Broad, Little Tennessee, and Tallulah rivers, 
could approach bankfull Sunday night into Monday 
morning.

A period of heavy rainfall later Sunday could result 
in isolated areas of nuisance flooding within the 

Marginal Risk area.  The primary impact would be 
shallow inundation of low-lying, flood-prone areas.
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Post-Event Outlook

➔ Although precipitation will end Monday for most locations, 
dangerously cold wind chills will develop Monday night into 
Tuesday morning, which could result in hypothermia or 
frostbite for those exposed to the elements. 

➔ Snow and ice are likely to linger through early next week due 
to cold temperatures.

➔ Recovery, in terms of repairing any power outages or clearing 
roads, could be slower than usual.
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January 23, 2026Exceptionally Cold Monday Night 

Monday Night into Tuesday Morning

Lows Monday Night Wind Chills Monday Night
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Highs Tuesday Lows Tuesday Night
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Lows Wednesday NightHighs Wednesday
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IDSS Forecast Point Page
For Point-Specific Forecasts

IDSS Forecast Points
● To get point-specific hourly 

forecast information, check out 
our IDSS Forecast Points page

● www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
● Can customize your hourly plot  

order/look for your specific 
thresholds

https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints?lat=34.883&lon=-82.220&clat=35.072&clon=-82.250&zoom=13.3&basemap=openstreetmap&bbox=-19719439,1706090,-1372338,10673494&layers=RangeRings,USStates,ForecastPointPolygon,ForecastPoint,Domain,&obs=ttffffft&countyNames=t#
http://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
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Contact and Next Briefing Information

        Briefing Webpage
➔ weather.gov/gsp/brief 

        Next Briefing
➔ By 5 AM Saturday, January 24
➔ Method: Email PDF.  No additional webinars scheduled 

but one could be scheduled at the last minute if there 
are major changes in the forecast.

        Disclaimer
➔ Information contained in this briefing is time-sensitive
➔ Do Not Use After: 2 AM Saturday, January 24

   

!

       Contact Information

Web 
➔ weather.gov/gsp

Phone
➔ 864-848-3859

Email 
➔ nws.er.gsp.met@noaa.gov 

Facebook
➔ https://facebook.com/NWSGSP/ 

X
➔ https://x.com/NWSGSP 

For the Western Carolinas and Northeast Georgia

https://weather.gov/gsp/brief
https://weather.gov/gsp
mailto:nws.er.gsp.met@noaa.gov
https://facebook.com/NWSGSP/
https://x.com/NWSGSP

