
 

Prince William Sound Tidings 
February 4, 2022 

Calendar 

February 7 
Summer class schedule 
viewable in UAOnline 
 
February 28 
Open registration for 
summer semester 
 
March 7-11 
Spring Break– no 
classes. 
 
March 11 
PWSC closed 
 
March 25 
Withdrawal deadline 
 
April 26-30 
Final exams 
 
May 4 
Commencement 7 p.m. 
 
May 5 
Grades available in 
UAOnline 
 
May 16 
First summer class 
session begins 
 
May 27 
Maxine & Jesse Whitney 
Museum opens for the 
season 
 
May 30 
PWSC closed for 
Memorial day holiday 
 
June 23 
Second summer class 
session begins 
 
July 4-5  
PWSC closed for 
Independence day  

Chancellor Parnell Visits PWSC 
 

Chancellor Sean Parnell paid a visit to Prince William 
Sound College’s Valdez campus on Wednesday, 
meeting with faculty, staff, and students, discussing 
challenges and opportunities, and enjoying lunch with 
a group of students from the Outdoor Leadership 
program. The Chancellor visited with stakeholders at 
the Valdez US Coast Guard station and traveled 
across the bay to the Valdez Marine Terminal.  
Former Alaska Governor Sean Parnell began his role 
as chancellor of the University of Alaska Anchorage 
on June 12, 2021, succeeding interim chancellor 
Bruce Schultz.  



Fishing Vessel Training, Revisited 
(republished from a February 20, 2018 article) 

 

Since 1998, Prince William Sound College has assisted Alyeska Pipeline Service Company in conducting annual oil spill 
response training under the Ship Escort/Response Vessel System (SERVS) Fishing Vessel Program by providing 
instructors and logistical support. The Fishing Vessel Program is required by the oil discharge prevention and 
contingency plans for both the Valdez Marine Terminal and the tankers which transport crude oil through Prince William 
Sound. Without a trained fishing vessel fleet, a response to a crude oil spill in the Sound could not be carried out. 
 

Annual fishing vessel training instructs Tier I and Tier II fishing vessel crews in response equipment use, response 
tactics, communications, Incident Command System, and response plans through indoor and outdoor classes and on-
water drills, so they are prepared to respond to a major oil spill at any time. The training is offered in six ports, Kodiak, 
Homer, Seward, Whittier, Valdez, and Cordova, to over 1800 students on more than 420 fishing vessels.  

Fishing Vessel Training Depends on Dedicated Instructors 
 

In 2003, Karl Pulliam began teaching HAZWOPER (Hazardous Waste Operations and Emer-
gency Response) courses with Prince William Sound College. Since then, teaching has been 
his passion. Karl came to teaching after years in the industry. In the 1980s, he worked as a 
commercial fisherman. When the Exxon Valdez oil spill happened, he wanted to be part of 
the solution in not letting it happen again. 
As Karl worked on many oil spill responses, those experiences and a desire to help people 
respond efficiently and safely made him become a HAZWOPER trainer at PWSC, where he 
continues to help others.  
 “With the staff support at PWSC and fellow instructors that 
mentored me and shared a collective vision, we continue to 
develop and improve this program. In each class, we can feel 
the potential that there will be something discussed that sparks 
learning in some or all class members.” 
 
After graduating from the University of Michigan, Dennis Brom-
ley and his wife were ready for adventure. Dennis shared, 

“With a teaching certificate and two master’s degrees, one in wildlife management and one 
in biology, I was prepared to go in a number of directions. My wife and I came to Alaska in 
September of '68, no jobs, just coming to the last frontier to see what opportunities were 
there.” 
Today, and for the past seven years, Bromley works as a PWSC instructor with the Fishing 
Vessel Oil Spill Response Training program. Bromley co-teaches the crude oil portion of 
the program with Dane Parks and Karl Pulliam. As an instructor, Bromley knows it’s im-
portant to give his students his best. 

PWSC would like to welcome the new nursing cohort on campus. Welcome, Chandra, Hannah, Jill, Blake, and Hanna! 



Focus on PWSC Alumna, Cori Taylor 

Originally from Southeast Alaska, Cori Taylor moved with her family to Valdez during 
her sophomore year of high school. That was about 13 years ago. Presently, Cori 
and her fiancé are the proud parents of their 5-year-old daughter. In addition to being 
a very hands-on parent, Cori shared, “My life is pretty hectic…. I am currently 
pursuing my bachelor’s degree in social work through UAA while working full time. To 
be honest, I truly love the chaos, and I don’t think I would thrive without it.” 

Cori’s college journey has been anything but linear. Cori explained that she enrolled 
at PWSC after high school to pursue her education. She explained, “As time went on, 
I took a break …for 10 years." Being a Peer Support Specialist at Providence Valdez 
Counseling Center motivated her to return to school. "Through my job, I get to work 
with the community using my own journey of recovery to help those affected by 
substance abuse and mental health." 

Returning to school has not been easy. “It is challenging but with the support of 
family, work, and PWSC staff, I am keeping afloat. PWSC has always been so 
supportive. I absolutely love this college because everyone here really cares about 
the students, and you can feel that. They have given me great guidance and are 
always really involved in each student’s academic journey.” 

Writers! 
 

Call for Submissions: 
Dr. Dennis Humphrey of Prince William Sound 
College is looking for submissions of creative 
nonfiction for the third annual volume of the Prince 
William Sound Literary Anthology Series. 
 

Guidelines: 
All submissions should be creative nonfiction. That 
is, they tell a true story but in ways that include the 
creative language techniques used in fiction and 
poetry. We’ll give preference to pieces that have 
an Alaska angle. However, all kinds of creative 
nonfiction are eligible: memoir, personal essays, 
travel writing, nature writing, food writing, lyric 
essays, biography, true crime, and more. Just keep 
it real and be creative in the style. Not sure your 
work qualifies? Contact Dr. Humphrey and find 
out!  
We are looking for work in a variety of lengths, but 
try to keep it under 10,000 words. 
 
Send creative nonfiction submissions and 
questions to Dennis Humphrey at 
djhumphrey@alaska.edu as an attachment in MS 
Word format (.doc or .docx). 
If you have illustrations or photos, send those too 
as .jpeg files (you must own the copyright or have 
written permission to use them). 
 

Deadline: March 15, 2022  

Class postponed to Monday, March 7 

mailto:djhumphrey@alaska.edu


Crazy Clay Critters 
 

Jan Whalen is a retired school teacher and artist who 
works well with students of all ages. One of her goals 
is to make learning fun, and the recent Ceramic 
Critter Pots class she taught at PWSC is no 
exception. This class encourages students of all ages 
and experience levels to grab a ball of clay and make 
something fun with it.  Teaching the necessary skills 
of pinch pot, score and slip, slab, and coil, as well as 
the physical limitations and adaptability of clay, Jan 
encouraged her full class to embrace the “wonky” and 
set their insecurities aside. The results were diverse 
and fun! PWSC hopes to offer more classes taught by 
Jan this spring.  

Motivational Mondays 
 

At the start of each work week, people often have what we call a “case 
of the Mondays.” But for PWSC’s Dawson Moore, Monday is a day of 
motivation, a day to set the tone for the rest of the week. Moore quite 
likes Mondays because, as he shares, “I love my job...I don’t see it pri-
marily as something I have to do, but as something that I enjoy and am 
proud of. It’s the great honor of my life.” Moore acknowledges that not 
everyone views work or Mondays the way he does. - “I’m atypical on 
Mondays, I like them!” 
 
So let Mondays be motivators, and let having a “case of the Mondays” 
be a good case to have! 

 
Dawson shared, “This picture 
is a gathering of people I love 
from the 2013 Last Frontier 
Theatre Conference. My par-
ticipants, helping improve 
their lives and artistic skills, 
keep me motivated.” 





 

Located at: 
303 Lowe Street, PO Box 97, Valdez, Alaska 99686 
1976 Aurora Drive, PO Box 730, Glennallen 99588 
100 Fishermen Avenue, PO Box 1248, Cordova 99574 
and online 

www.pwsc.alaska.edu 
907-834-1600 
 

UA is an AA/EO employer and educational institution and prohibits 
illegal discrimination against any individual: www.alaska.edu/
titleIXcompliance/nondiscrimination.  

“Your idea doesn't have to be big. It just has to be yours alone. The more the idea is yours alone, the more freedom you 
have to do something really amazing. The more amazing, the more people will click with your idea. The more people click 
with your idea, the more it will change the world.”  -Hugh Macleod 

Wilderness First Responder Rescue 
by Ben Rush, Assistant Profession of Outdoor Leadership 

 

On January 29 the Wilderness First Responder (WFR) class 
at Prince Willliam Sound College held their mock rescue. It start-
ed with a text message at 5 p.m. to the Incident Commander, 
Carrie Abruzzo. The report was 3 overdue sea kayakers. The 
mock rescue began. At 5:50 the rescue team located the 3 
kayakers in the ocean about 1/4 mile from shore west of Home-
stead trail. It was low tide. Students were challenged with the 
temperature of 27 degrees, incoming tides, winds, and snow. The 
10-member class did an amazing job considering all the obsta-
cles. The 3 mock victims in the water were students from last 
year's WFR course. They weren't wearing wetsuits or dry 
suits. They were truly cold, although never in any real dan-
ger. The rescue team had to assess the situation, change 
clothes, build splints, set up shelters, boil hot drinks, and eventu-
ally build a stretcher to carry the patient who was unable to walk 
from the beach to the parking lot. The rescue was finished at 
12:15. Great job, everyone! 

Shovel Safely 
www.osha.gov 

 

Valdezians are no strangers to snow. Don’t 
become complacent, though, about the 
dangers of shoveling. In addition to advising 
hydration, OSHA has this to say as a good 
reminder: 
 

“Workers should warm-up before the activity, 
scoop small amounts of snow at a time and 
where possible, push the snow instead of 
lifting it. The use of proper lifting technique is 
necessary to avoid back and other injuries 
when shoveling snow: keep the back straight, 
lift with the legs and do not turn or twist the 
body.” 

http://www.alaska.edu/titleIXcompliance/nondiscrimination
http://www.alaska.edu/titleIXcompliance/nondiscrimination
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/38535.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/38535.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/38535.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Hugh_Macleod/

