








communication on their part going forward.  Mr. Howell indicated he would continue to monitor the 

situation.  

 

Mr. Howell reported the county has received the National Weather Service “Storm Ready” 

Certification and reported that state insists all counties be certified.  He indicated the designation is a 

checklist of best practices and the county went through process to receive the certification.   

 

Cooperative Extension Update 

 

David Davis, County Extension Director presented Yancey County Cooperative Extension 

Service Report to the People 2021.  (Attachment D)  Mr. Davis gave an overview of the report and 

indicated that the with the exception of one position the extension office was fully staffed.  Mr. Davis 

highlighted the contacts on the report presented and efforts to get the word out about extension office 

programs, including doing a weekly newspaper slot.  Mr. Davis reported that the extension office is 

working on the pesticide grant.  Mr. Davis introduced Sarah Runkle, the newest staff member who is an 

agricultural extension agent.  Mrs. Runkle addressed the Board and reported that she was a former 

Yancey County extension client and was returning to the county from southwest Oregon.  Ms. Runkle 

said she would be focusing on commercial horticulture and crops, expanding the master gardener 

services, and encouraging more consumers and homeowners to garden.  

 

County Audit Presentation 
 

Travis Keever, Gould Killian CPA Group Audit Manager, presented a summary of the 2020 

audit, financial statements, and disclosures.  (Yancey County, North Carolina Financial Statements for 

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2020 - Attachment E) Mr. Keever reported Gould Killian was issuing a 

clean audit opinion and there were no material weaknesses and no issues of non-compliance.  Mr. 

Keever gave an overview of the audit process and presented the breakdown of general fund revenues 

and general fund expenditures.  (Attachment F)  Mr. Keever reported the fund balance for fiscal year 

2020 was $6.9 million, up $240,000 over fiscal year 2019.  He reported this was indicative of a general 

positive trend and was 20.3% of the fund balance.  

 

County Manager’s Report 
 

 County Manager Austin presented the RESOLUTION Authorizing the lease of property to 

Madison Cawthorn.   (Attachment G)  County Attorney Laws reported that he had reviewed the lease, 

which is a federal form.  He indicated having the office in Yancey County provided accessibility to 

constituents.  Commissioner Ledford made a motion to approve the RESOLUTION Authorizing the lease 

of property to Madison Cawthorn.  Commissioner Grindstaff seconded the motion.  The Board voted 

unanimously to adopt the RESOLUTION.  

 

 County Manager Austin presented a letter from Lindsay Smith, Tax Administrator, regarding a 

discrepancy between the delinquency date in the body of the bills (1/5/2021), which is correct, and the 

payment stub (1/6/2021), which is incorrect.  (Attachment H)  She asked the Board to consider 

approving the date of 1/6/2021 since it was on the payment stub.  County Attorney Laws advised only 

the commissioners can waive interest due on taxes.  County Manager Austin reported that a third party 

billing group had prepared the bills.  Commissioner Grindstaff made a motion to waive interest for 

payment made on January 6, 2021, which Commissioner Ledford seconded.  By unanimous vote the 

motion was approved.   

 

 County Manager Austin reported that the berm project at Cane River Park has been completed 

and the second phase of the park restoration is out for bid.  She reported the county was awaiting the rest 

of the SRF funding and hopes to begin the next phase in March.  

 

 County Manager Austin asked Jamie McMahan to discuss the proposed travel and tourism bill.  

Mr. McMahan indicated the bill was presented to the Board at the December 2020 regular meeting to 

give them the opportunity to review it.  He asked if there were any questions and indicated if the Board 

decided to move forward, they would need to adopt a resolution to introduce the bill in the general 

assembly.  Commissioner Ledford made a motion to move forward with the bill, with Commissioner 

Austin seconding the motion.  By unanimous vote the motion was approved.  Mr. McMahan indicated 

he would work with County Manager Austin and County Attorney Laws to review the proposed bill and 

to reach out the general assembly to introduce it.  

 


















































































































































































